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toothed forceps, and is ready for treatiment. If
the tunor is large, it should be tied witlh a strong
silk ligature, doubled and passed tlhrough the
centre of the base, tying each segment separately.
The lemîorrhoid is then eut off a short distance
frot the ligature : provided, however, the tumnor
is not too large, a strong ligature tied tightly
around the base answers every purpose. Great
care should be taken to not remove too ii uch of
the henorrhoid with the knife, for fear of cutting
the ligature or causing it to slip. A suppository
of opium, belladonna, and coca-butter--two grains
eatch of pulv. opii. and ext. belladonna, and
four of the butter of coca-is then introduced. and
the patient put to bed and kept quiet for several
days. The bowels should be opened by imiild
laxatives withii four or tive days.

Hemnorrhoidal tumors vary so much ii their

appearance and character that they can not ail be
successfully treated alike. One pile cati best be
treated by the hypoderimtie injection, and another
by the ligature in the saie individual. li tiimid

persons who have a dread of surgical opberations,
we would advise the slow, patient, and less offen-
sive treatnent w itlh the hypodernic solution.
Wienî persevered in, it will cure muost of the worst
forins of piles with little pain to speak of, and no

danger or inconvenience to the patient, provided

the weaker solution is used.

ENIPIRICISM IN MEDICINE.

Many a thoughtful physiciani probably, in inter-
vals of leisure, when his mind is withdrawn for a
time fron the usual routine of lus practice, is ac-
custoiled to reflect upon the progress and present
state of the profession which he lias adopted. If
lie is a reader and keeps abreast of the tines ;
above all if lie is hiimself an original inivestigator,
aid takes deliglt in discovering for Iimîself the

secrets of nature, the more often probably, will he
allow his iniiid to dwell upon the more scientii or

theoretical part of iedicinie.

As a ratioial muain, as onie to whomî the public
looks, not only as being a person devoting his life

to the tîitigatioi of suffering, but also as a person
devoting his life to the discovery of the laws of

suffering, this occasional review of the progress,
and consideration of the present standing, of the
Science and art of miedicine is a duty. If e.very

medical practitioner in the world thought of

nought else but the practice, of bis profession, its
scienei would Iaiîentably decline. Nevertheless

there are evidences, we think, that evein in) these
days there is exhibited far too muci apathy upon

this subject. True, muedical works and magazines
abound, and discoveries and inventions (o mnuci
more abound ; but this does by no ineans necessa-
rily imnply, that a real knowledge of the workings
of nature i health and disease is making true

progress. And for this reason : These discoveries
and inventions may be, and often are, purely eut-
pirical. For examuple, by mere accident- by what

mirht lave eventuated in a grave error-it is found
that the injection of ergot is as efficacious as that

of iodinte in hydrocele. What have we Iearned ?
.lerely that in the ntext case of hydrocele which

we have to treat, it will be iminaterial whether we

inject ergot or iodinie.

This is a typical, thougli extreie, example of

the way in which imaiy advances bave been made

inii medicine. They are truly empirical. Cet-

tainly, wonderful discoveries. thanks to the micro-

scope, have been made. and legitimîately made, by
other and more logical nethods. Still it remains

true that these have not been as numnerous as our

hopes iniglit have suggested. Where then lies the

reiedy ? This is no easy question to answer. A
few suggestive hints, however, mîay be hazarded.

Every variety of natural law, oper atiung in health

or disease, tnay be reduced to one of two classes

Cheitmical, or Physical. The tern " vital processes,
we know, is used ; but what " vital " here truly

neans, ve hesitate not to assert, no one can define.

The only tields of investigation open to us are

chenical and physical fields. If we are riglt in

this, theni the only rightful conclusion to be drawn

is that, if we desire to see the science of iiedicine

advanice lby the oily path in wlich it can properly
advanice, ve mtust devote our energies very much
more in the future thian we have done in the past

to attairing a more accurate knowledge of nature

in her chemnical and physical aspects. That is to

say, instead of resting satistied with the fact that

quiiiia is a specific for intermittent fever, that
mercurv is a standby in syphilis, that aconite

lowers the teniperature, and so forth, let us not re-
main satistied with any sucli facts, leartted purely
eipirically, but let us betake ourselves to our la-

boratories, and with retort and itmicroscope ask,
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