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in considerable numbers, and contributed largely to the success
of the undertaking. A little later a German colony vas planted
at iunenburg.

In 1758 Louisburg was captured by General Wolfe, and
Quebee in 1759. With British rule tius assured immigrants
from New England and elsewhere soon began to flow into the
country and to occupy the fertile lands and the best :fsling
stations, so that by 1770 there vas an estimated population of
13,000 in the Nova Scotia of that day.

During the progress of the war between England and the
revolted colonies of New England,. many adherents of the
Royal cause were driven from their homes, and sought refuge
in Nova Scotia. After the evacuation of Boston about two
thousand refugees came to Halifax with the British forces.
W7hen the. war closed large numbers of Loyalists withdrew f rom
the United States, the greater part settling in Ontario and
Nova Scotia.

Among the 2,500 settlers w'ho came to found Halifax in
1749 there were twenty-eight iedical men. Eleven of the
number were accompanied by their families, which indicates
that they, at.least, came with the intention of staying in the
country. All, probably, were army surgeons, throvn out of
cmploynent at the termination of the war with France, who
w'ere thus willing to accept a free trip to America and a grant
of two hundred acres of land. How bitter must have been
their disappointiment wlien they beheld for the first tinie an
unbroken expanse of forest. and realized that this wa.s flic home
upon wluich they had based zreat iopes. Some found employ-
ment in connection -with the hospital w'hich had been estab-
lished, but ftis did not last long, as the home authorities com-
plained to Cornwallis fiat lie supported too many surgeons and
apothecaries. Only three out of the twenty-eight appear to have
had the courage to face such a future. These remained with
flie other colonists, shared their hardships, and aelieved sone
measure of success. The naines of the tlhree wcre Robert
Grant, Jolin Steele, and Alexander Abercrombie. These were
the pioneers in medicine in Halifax. Grant became a nember
of His Majesty's Council; Steele, a memuber of the House of
Assenbly; and Abercrombie, when. lie died twenty-cight years
later, was deeply lamented, both for his niedical skill and bis
benevolent disposition. The fate of the other twenty-five is
unknown.

Only one physician accompanied the 1,500 Germani colonists
who settled at Limenburg, and it is uncertain whetlier lie re-


