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The exception is if the patient be very much
enfoebled and the effusion be small or moderate,
we may, with advantage delay the operation
during a brief period, until his forces have
been somewhat re-established. :

By proceeding after ihis manner, all danger
of fatal syncope will be obviated. Meanwhile,
of course, if the effusion from small or moderate,
rapidly become large or excessive, the formal
and imperative indication is to operate as soon
as possible. In syncopal states there is anzmia
of the hrain, which is often successfully treated
by placing the patient flat on his back. In view
of this fact, Marrotte has recommended to ope-
rate while the patient is in a halfreclining or
completely recumbent posture, so that there
may be less predisposition to this condition.
This practice seems to me judicious.

‘ —Clinic Cincinnati.

EXTERNAL TREATMENT OF PERTUSSIS.

Permit me to call the attention of the pro-
. fession, through your valuable journal, to the
successful treatment of whooping cough by ru-
befacients and revulsive applications. My atten-
tion was first attracted to this mode of treatment
_ by an intelligent old lady. Some four years
ago, while visiting a patient in the family
where she was residing at the time, I inciden-
tally spoke of a granddaughter who was suffer-
ing from an attack of whooping-cough, and as
she was but two years old and quite delicate, I
expressed some doubts about her recovery. The
old lady remarked that she could tell me how to
cure her in three days, and said she had obtained
the prescription over fifty years befors, from
the celebrated Dr. Drake, who was at that time
her family physician in Cincinnati. The source
from whence she got the prescription made me
anxious to know more about it. As she had

preserved a copy, I will give it—

R. Olei succini rectificatim,

Tincturs opii,
* Aquee ammoniz,
, Olei olivee, aa %j M.

Sig.—Rub along the whole track of the spine
two or three times a day; to be discontinued
when the parts become tender.

As soon as 1 retmrned from my visit, I pre-
pared the liniment, according to the formula,
and immediately commenced the treatment.
The patient at the time had terrible paroxysms

- of whooping. The result was that whooping
*ceased entirely in Jess than three days. The
relief was so prompt I was confident it was
brought about through the use of the liniment,
a8 I had dropped every article of medicine after
* commencing the local applications, ~ = .

A bave, since that time, used the same treat-

ment through several epidemics of the disease,
--and always with suecess. The treatment should

‘not be commenced until the whooping paroxysm-

sets in. Just how, or through what channels
the cure is eflected, I am unable to say, but facty
are stubborn things. I will only hint that the
action of the medicine may be through, or on,
the communicating branches of the pneumo- :
gastric nerve, the spinal accessory, first and
second cervical, and sympathetic. I have no
other object in giving this to the profession
than to stimulate others to a trial, and in return-
beg them to give the profession the results of
their observations.
H. MALLORY, M.D.
Hamilton, Ohio, July 10th, 1877. o
—Phil. Med. and Surgical Report.

A NEW ANESTHETIC.

A new angsthetic has been desceribed by M. Ra-
buteau before the Academy of Science, Paris. Itis
hydrobromic ether, which, he says, can be adminis-
tered without difficulty, and which is, moreover, elim-
inated almost completely by the respiratory passages.
It holds an intermediate place hetween chloroform,®
bromoform and ether. Considering the frequent re-
currence of chloroform accidents, any new anmsthetic
which promises to yield a greater degree of immunity
from danger of a fatal result is worthy of trial.—
New Bemedies.

NOTE ON THE IMMEDIATE CURE OF PILES.

The following no.. on the immediate cure of piles’
by H. A. Reeves, F.R.C.S. Edin,, is found in the '
London Lancet for May, 1877,

During the latter part of last year I commenced
the treatment of piles about to be described, and
having now submitted eighteen cases to this new
method, and sufficient time having elapsed to form
a fair judgment as to the result of most of the cases, °
it is time to make the simple operation more public,
so that others may try it, and report their results. All
the patients operated on suffered from the severe form
of internal piles, and four of them were bad cases
—i.e., the piles were very large and uleerated in large
superficial patches, and the general condition was
distressing, as there were anzemia and haggard aspeot
due to heemorrhage and pain. e

To this rapid method of treatment I have applied
a term used by Mr. Barnard Holt, and now so well
known to the profession—rviz., the immediate cure;
and I Eave used the word cure advisedly, as the first
batch of patients have not had the slightest trouble
since they were operated on. The last five cases are
too recent to say anything as to ultimate results.,

I feel that the term  immmediate ” is more strongly
applicable to this method than that of Mr. Holt, for
not only is the operation rapid, but the entire treat-
ment is -very short as compared with the ordinary
methods of treating haemorrhoids—i.e., by nitric acid,
ligature, or elamp and cautery. ) L

In the émmediate treatment of urethral stricture



