
f
t

(Origi snn-Coni r1buted. 1

JONAH-A Saillr-PrInter.

Tliis ks fot a remliniiscencc of the wlbal - In
but af a sailor wh'o, iii ail cvii houir fo. aur
couintry printmng office, turned primter. H-e wvas
In cxtraordinary youith of cigliteen wvho lhad
alrceady macle several voyages, caasting or other-
îî'ise, wvhichi iere attended wvith the worst pos-
sible luck, bath ta himself and thc vessels lie
sailed in, being either unuiisually pratracteci or
attended -,vith sliip%%,reck, and clisaster. Did
any shipowner wi'li bis Yesel ta ga ashare be-
fore getting ont af harbar, hie liad anly ta ship
Joax ) %vas lie anxiaus ta bce kept in a. pleasatt
state ai anxicty during the voyage, with a varie-
ty ai slcepless niglits, and a bill for fruitless
telegranis, Janali ivas ]lis nian. Thiat ship im-
niediatcly becomne a "flying Dutclinan," that
ncver got anywhere, but wvas always reparted
unknown and secn uincer difficuit circuunstanccs,
on ec shores and in other doubtful situations.
Aiter interminable suspense ta ]lis fricnds, a
letter n'as generally receiveci froni Jonali, ta
say that lie liaci eithier just arrived in sanie dis-
tant part fromn a desert island, or liad been takien
off the wreckL after fearful hardships, but that,
his healthi was unimpaired and t1iat lie -%vas
gaing ta eut the sert, anti w-as canîing home ta
Iearii a tracte. This threat lie had madle severai
times in regard ta severai tractes, and as lie n'as
becoming an object ai interpst ta the under-
ivriters, it seenîed iiecessary tlîat lie should keep
a little mare in-shore. H-e lîad alreacly been a
paintuL-, a joiner, a blaclisinith, a ship carpen-
ter, and a tinsmith, andt liad ain eye ta the
ivatchmaking business, but fartunately the anily
wvatchnîakcer the town cantaineci died just iii
timie ta save himself anct his business front de-
struction. Ail lus irruptions ita the arts andi
sciences lîad thîus far been futile, vlieni aur
country paper wvas'starteà iii the ton-n. janali,
being ashare from his hast advetnture, spent the
best part af lus timie aînangi the navelties ai the
new printing office, anti became enthuusiastic ini
regard ta the business. I-is friends ivere de-
lîglîted, for lie ivas rather an a-wkwardl chiap ta
]lave at a loase endt, and tlîey pointed out ta
Iiiiin that non' n'as luis chance, andti tat lie
iniiglit beconue a countr-y ecitar, or even a mc-
ber ai thie Dominion Parlianuent, if lie Nvonld
aîîly go in anct win, ancd as labor was scai-ce and
a good strong armn at the rafler was not ta bc
clespised, Jonali w-as engaged andcl nt in."
lie n'as samiewhiat angular andi under size, wvitli

shock luead of liglît hiair cut pretty close, a

clamp complexion ancd eyes of no particular
color Ta a stranger lie mniglut have seemecid ta
have the air ai anu intelligent garilla, that is, as
if lie ment toa ct rationally but neyer could
get blis mental apparatus ta Nvôî-l up ta time, s0
thiat it ivas a coninmon opinion tluat Jonali %vas
nat ail tlîere :but the trouble wzs, lie n'as every-
N'hiere else excepting wvlere lie auglit ta be. 1-le
%woulcl îalk, tp ta anl iitupasing stone, ancd knocli
the hîcac ai a columuî inta pie before you caulci
get your eye on 1dmi, ancd lie waulcl be periectiy
astanislîed at the result. 1-is Icnaw'ieclge ai the
inhiabitants ai the country arounct andi the affairs
ai the taîvu n'as surprising, andi luis continents
and tlieories respecting tlîe samne, had sucli a
miixture ai slirewdness and absurdity, that it
wvas as imupossible ta avoicl listening ta lii as
it n'as ta stol) 1dmi talking. Tl'le office n'as kept
in continuai laiighte-, andt it n'as anly until the
icar tluat the maLter woulc îîever be up, that the
ultimatum af a sie-stick waoulcl secure silence
for ten nminutes. 1-lis local knawtledge being in
sane sort often usefuil, andi tlîe side-stick, having
clisappearecl, Jonali woulcl again insiduaushy
ieact off witlî saine sober question relative ta
business anci in five minutes more îvould have
manageci ta brandi out inta the last or camilig
magistrate's case, or saute scandai or entertain-
ing gassip ten miles an'ay, until the îvaning
time anc thLe slowv creeping maLter on the galleys
wauki cause another suciden irruption ai Lhe
sicle-stick, upan whiclu Jonah wvoulci make a
boit for tlîe street. One niarning aiter saine
hours %vorlc, every anc seee suddenly con-
scions that there wvas a deaci silence in the
office. The clicking ai the type gaing inta the
sticks sucidenly ceased, andi tlîe compasitars
lookedti p atict an invoîuntary exclamation
af "lWlere's Joiialî ?" Nabocty luaci seen in,
and the apuon, whicli it n'as bis especial prude
ta cai-er îvitlî ink, hung sulent on the nail.
Tliere %vas lia Sonali. It turneti out, in fact,
tlîat lie liaci gat inta the liands ai thue consta-
ble. Some lady admirer liat brouglit a spiteful
charge against liimi, n-hich, an investigation,
w-as retracted, and Sonail \vas once mare re-
stored frouuî durance vile ta the frae air ai tue
priiîting office, wvliicli vibrated for some days
%vitlî denurnciations ai Lhe fair sex. IiaL îveek,
there nvas a delicate task far tIe editorial pen,
for Jonah liati ta bie wliten'ashed, anct he ivas
ver>' sensitive an the subjeet, but, at last, sul-
mitteti, an being coavinceti the immense lustre
lus moaa character îvonld receive from, the
aperation. Jonah's forte was rolling, andi lie
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