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or1iginal word,9 Isar or Isara ; so t1iat locally this a must hive been
t;oundedl soincwhat in oui' Eug(lisli Nay, or the njain wnîii nal hv

been phonetically expressed and handed down in the modern dialect
as -Isère.

Agrain, take the fainiliar vý )ed Clermont, the n~aine of the principal
town in the Departmnut of Puy (le D)ôme :the e also home rep)res&±atg
a ini the Latini word dlars-Curus Mgons. And siînilarly in C/air-
vaux iii the Departmient of Aub)e=C/aru-is va//is,-althoughi here the
îiy sonnd of a iý; represented byaasi lquitaine aNao, from, A qui-
toma, AiX trou Auoe &c. III Seine froin Seijuana, the dipthong ei
to some exeuîît relîresents the saine sounid.

li the co)11i1I1 wordis, Père, mère, frère from pater. inater, frater,

-cher frein curus, chair froni cra, aimier fr-on amuare, taire from
tacere, piaire from placcre, &.c., there seem to lie traces of the Eng-
lish loiig-sounid of' a. So also iii maire from rnajor-althouigh there

can be no daiîbt tliat la Lagya Maygiore, we approach nearer the real
vocable major. 1lu the Italiau -word for an apple - - ela-we, are comn-

pelled to prou ounce at least the stem of the Latin naine for that fruit
in the Engylish manner-mna/-uni: this wvord ought to have been tranB-
mitted to ns pure and simple, if' ma/i-ta wvas the sound. ihiat struck
the ear of those who first wrote down the moder'n word.

Oîie more instance will suffice ta show that our Euglish a-sound,
however wvrong it may lie, lias, more to say for itself, than couli have
been conccived.

Take Reale-ee-ay-tee, as the ordinavy Englishman would ealu it;
a very ancient city in Centrat Italy. Its modemn existing, name ie
.Rieti-Ree-ay-tee-proving that the a in thia case hid the English
sound in the car of the person who reduced th6 l)opular language to
writing. Compare Teate, liadie Cliieti.*

*castra. which in se many instances beeame Gasier (comp. Lancaster), ie more than one
became Caister. (e.g. ie Lincolnshire) ie whielî %ve have phoneticaliy the E,îgiish sounif of
a. The Au f-a on m rcaster xvas ceaster, wiîerein ea was stilli prcîîooîîccd ay. whert
we have chftier fr casiter, the e liad probab)y the bound whiciv e give it ie Derlly, Hert-
fordsbire, &c. Ili ailer wvords the ea cane at length te be writtcîî a, as iti shanle ideeitical
with scearn niodesty. In tihe fact tliat a came te represent ca. we have pro)biy the origit
of tho Eîîglish soiiiid of a.

The Angle-Saxoîr oealso, wa; canverted in soe case juto ea. still seunded a!j, Ms in liefam
te leave. Grcat anîd break, witth us, retaiii tire sound af dci; but te cal Zeave, lave i.4 not
caesidered polislied. Shanze.fast.ness, fi-oie seaz-f rest-nes, lias bee claeoç te iama.
faced-no.s: " faced " is, ot course, the piionetie bhîîîder or saine oinweetinz persen. it it
serves te z,*iîe% tirai tire a representieîe S of f&,31, (firun, resoiue, had tise a>. saoul1-. lu
Wessex (l)evu e g.> tic Anglo-Saxon rederiiig of 6a survive>. heal is popular)y lrayle. &c.-
Query: -. as ira ietended te ire thre Frencir thé, or tie unusually eiegatit hotaitical Tlea r
Tire Cin(se ývordijrsaid tebe Ides. lu Persian eha-kitulai= teao? Cat.hay.
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