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The following table indicates the progress made in teaching the
most essential branches ; it comprises the Institutions of Superior
Education as well as the Elementary Schools. Book-keeping, Geogra-

phy and History are now taught in all the Model and in a great num-
ber of the Elementary Schools.

CoupARATIVE TABLE of the number of children learning each branch since the year 1853.
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(To be concluded in our next.)

Sixth Annual Convention of the Provincial Asso-
ciation of Protestant Teachers of the Province
of Quebec.

This body held its annual session at Waterloo, commencing on the
morning of Wednesday, August 25th. After prayer, and the disposal
of routine work, the Address of the President being deferred until the
afternoon, a discussion took place on the question ¢ Are the Natural
Sciences too much neglected in our High Schools.” Several gentle-
men, amongst whom Prof. Duff, Inspectors Hubbard and Parmalee,
and the Reverends Messrs. Duff, Lindsay and Jones, took part in the
debate which ensued.

SESSION OF WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.

The Hon. C. Duukin, President, took the chair. After prayer by
the Rev. A. Duff, the Chairman addressed the Association, taking for
his subject some of the peculiarities of Protestant Teachers in the
Province of Quebec. He said :

The great mass of the schools were, of course, common schools;
this term including model schools. Model schools were just what
all common schools should be. Above these, all education might be
termed superior—that taught in academies, high schools, or gram-
mar schools, which were all the same, and which were meant to fit a
pupil for college, or to make him an educated man. Then, there were
the universities. with the three old-established professional faculties.
These, however, did not cover all classes. There were now faculties
of applied science, and there were schools for the purpose of fitting
pupils for the profession of the teacher, than which one could not
aspire to a more responsible, more respectabie, or more difficult
pursuit. His field of operation, although not quite so wide as that of
the clergyinan, embraced responsibilities that were in many respects
greater. :

The arrangements of society were, in this country, more like those
of our neighbors in America than like those of the population of the
old country. Here, the population was often very sparse, a thing
unknown in many parts of England. There were here, in the country
at least, none of those distinctions of rank which made common
schools an impossibility in England. Again, our municipal institu-
tions were much further advanced than those of England,where schools
were either the private enterprise of those who lived by them i the best
way they could, or of an eleemosynary nature. Government there
could only interfere when necessary. Here, education must be urged
forward by law, or be left hopelessly behind. The chief evil likely to
arise from the condition of things was too much dependence onlaw
and too little on private beneficence.

Here, in Lower Canada, Protestants were a small and numerically
speaking, a weak minority. This difficulty is increased by a diversity

of language. We might some day become a bi-lingual
meantime we were in language almost as small a minority as we
were by religion. It is idle for us to talk of our all using the same
common schools. We may be willing, but no wish of ours can very
materially affect the honost preferences of our neighbors, which they
have a right to hold. We cannot pretend that our views shoul

influence the course of those portions of the country where others
were almost a totality of the people; and where were we in a similar
majority we could not admit the authority of other people. Minorities
who do not like the views of the majority must have every opportu-
nity of dissent, and in this matter we had, perhaps, as good a geners
system as any other would be.

people, but

There is a danger here of people relying too much on the machi-
nery and aid of the government, to the ignoring of the earnest per-
sonal effert of the community itself. We also, as a minority, mus
not show a tendency to aggressiveness. And an earnest desire should
be felt to overcome our own differences among ourselves. Our diffi
culties were great enough to maintain our system even if we were
all united. We must do all we can to make private effort supplement
the law in_developing education,—doing even more than the 1aw
makes us do. Endowment was a very important means of carrying
out this; and in this, we might take our pattern from the magnifi-
cent endowmnents of the Old World. .

If the law makes people pay for their schools they should get the
good of them—no malt.r how sparse or how poor the populatioﬂ’
they must have schools within reach, and if, as a rule, we must
expect for poor pay poor preach, we must make the pay as good as We
can possibly make it. It was desirable that we should have a large
class of permanent school teachers. We could never have a goo
system without this; and to this end we must pay better,—until that
we must, a3 we do now, depend principally on our educational mill’
tia, and the fact that a large number passed through years of suc
service ag this was far from an unmixzed evil. We could not for gene
rations have any other system, and it was to be deplored that peOPle
should regard such employment as in any respect a coming down.
was not, and this feeling should be reformed. When he knew Ha
vard, thirty years ago, it was considered the correct thing for the mo¥
aristocratic young men to give months every year to teaching. Tbi
elevated both the schools, and the men, am{ gave the latter a char
acter, as having obtained the confidence of their professors, W
gave them liberty to do so.

Teachers were not only to be as well paid as possible, but we ought
to treat them with respect. The most honorable calling were BIW‘;Y
thoge which were worst paid. An English officer’s. recompense f0F
his time, was not in his pay, but in his rank; and such was pl"JP"’ly



