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in tllis letter, but illustrates thse indebt-
etlniess of weiI nigli cvery etiier Anieri-
czai foreigil nIikiiÂ t<> this sanie noble
agency. Thse letter is dated January
Il, 1890, at Beirut, Syria, and Nvas read
at thse mieetin g of thse Board of M1an-
agers, Mardli Gti, and at tl iat very ses-
sion the Board niade grantb of books
and funds amounting to G72,880, in-
cluding appropriations to thse Presby-
terian Board of Foreign Missions, for
Bible work in thse Ludianla Mission; tç,
thse American Board, fur its Austria
Mission; to tihe Missionary Society of
the Methiodist Episcopal Churcli, for its
Sweden Mission; to thse Bible Society
of France; tot1ieRussiai.BibleSociet:ý,
and to the Society*s agencies in Mexico,
Cuba, and thse Levant.

Thse issues froin tihe Bible flouse
during thse ninti of February wvere
109,179 volumes; issues sineu April l.St,
1889, 922,493 volumies.

Thse Syria letter reads as follows:
IlOur obligations to your Society are great,

nd constant. It istie arsenalvheice we draw
thi wapons fur our spiritual cunflkct wvitl the
hosts of error and superstition on these old
«battleflelds, meinorable in the world's history.
'You give eacb warrîor for Clîristasword which
«%ill not tail lîini in direst combat. Witli it 'vo
fear flot to ixîcet 3Mosieni or nominal Christian
arzned wvitb -. enponis forged in Mecca, or Rame.
N'ay, more, you send us %vinged niessenigers,
-%vih -.v can let fly ovcr walls wliich %ve can-
not scale and capture citadels wvhich ive cannot
enter.

"-Ve have to thank you for the varied foris
in whichi Ulic Arabie Bible is printed, adapted
to ail circunistancesq and 'vants, and for the
exactncess of its conformity to the originel and
the purit3' of its style, su attractive to the Arab
taste. Whein 1 calme to Syria we liad only a
translation made froni the Vulgate, unfaithful
ta theoriginal and full ot grammiatical errors.
Noir st-e have onc to %rliicli 'vo can refer when
,%w sî ta test the currectnebs ut the revised
Etiglisli version.

I ain writlng tlîis in a bouse separatIed by a
narroiv street from the bîiildinr in wvhiclî Dr.
Elh SilLt lived, who, Labored so, long and so
sîîccS-çully inl 3-ur service, commiencing the
iiiimortal wvork, of giving- ta tiheirable-spcaking
races, fi their own tangue, the pure -%ord nf
Coul. Dr. Van Dyck, ivhin God lias hoîiar d
hy pcrîinittin iiiihl ta carry forward and coni-
pîcte tlîis svork, noîv stands et t lie tlircshliuld ut
thue flItieth yenr or buis arrivai fl tuiS laund.
Ilis iiuuncirous frieuidslierc, ofealseîs, propose
ta celebrate tlîis juibilc, svbich occiurs cii tie

second at April next, and ta, offer saine appra-
priate testinionial ta, hit la view of lus einiiueit
services ta literature anîd science. Tîni Sultani
bas signifled lus regard by prusentlog oneuot
blis highiest decaratiomîs ta hionor the occasion.
Doubtless Dr. Van Dyck looks with more coin-
lltcence upon thewsorlc donc by hlin fer the

.American Bible Society titan upon ail his aLlier
labors, and certainly it is this svork %vlich tlie
King ot kiogs w ill înost lionor.

"'%e bave to tlîank thle Society for thlinjter-
esting and profitable mnesseruger svbich cetiies
ta us train fIin cadi mnth, li the shape of
Uic Society's Record.

'IVe tlîank the Society tliet for so mariy
years they gave us Uic traquent coinpaiiumi-
sliip aiid profitable tellasvsliip et tleir repre.
semtative in tlic Le--ant, the laved amîd )ament-
cd Dr. I. G. Bliss, ta lîelp us torwvard in ciii
wevrk.

*1 W cati but %vish that in some way the
bonds svhich unite Uic Bible Society and tlic
Syrie Muission -%vere dloser and more percepti-
ble. Wc recaîl 'vith pleasure tic <-isit at Dr.
Gilmexi, aîîd esteetncd iL most conducive ta tItis
end; but sucît visita oughf te bc repeated et
least once ie a decade, or they feul of due in-
fluence.

ISurely Uic Society shiould be congratu-
lafed, as well as Uîanked, for the inagnificent
work they are perinitteul ta do ii this land ef
the Bible-lai giving ta it fuis past year alonp
mare flma twelve million pages at the Archie
Seriptures-that ftus tlîey may rc-sow fliese
1 lioly fields, wiflî Uic pure seed of the %vord,
where for centuries has flourislied Satan's croJi
et tares uechecked and disastrous.

IlWe iniglit tell yau mucli ta chîcer ynl in
your lebor et love: hosv thse colporteur wîia
visits tlie khaens on tue lîighways of travel, re-
furning, lias told us of groups et svaytarers
llstenieg nighitly ta Uic rcading of Uhe Scrip-
tures, w-ho .-àen carry in tiscir menories te
tlieir hiomes treasures more precious thînî
tliose leden upon teir beasts et burden.

IWe iiglit tell yau of a Bcdee youfh %% il
lcarzicd ut Christ in a scliool in tItis clty, nmi 1
% îsituxi letuly bis trlbe in ftie desert east 4%f
Hloms, speeding soa in lue with thzm and de-
higlixing tRuc people of lus tribe by reading to
thin U1ic stories cf the Old Testament amid the
poetry et tic Psalaîs. Oh! hiow reluctatitly
flie3 partud witlt hlm, rcturaing ta turtlit'r
plrimte lus studies.

IlIle nmtglit tell yeu how 'vo hicar of honmes
la tliis dity of Beiruf w-hase iniates <lare not
admit a inissienay witiuin tlieir doors, nier
aeui acknoiwl<ge ls salutation betfortIafIn-rs
when they meet hlm la the streét, where tlir,
Bible is read, yea, prized and believcd in as tlie
only trufli: but Vfis iil siîfle.

IYe 'vue stretch yotir baunds sa tar, anti so
tull ut blessimigz tu yuir tellaiv memi, ircns ii, t
aise ta stretch 3-aur liands tipwarul to G nd ini
supplication fisat lt' nay open nierowsidely tliu
doors fer thie eitrancel of the gospel ixîto hoemes

play


