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Oh! friend when xidnight bliglits t~he noon,
WVhen gladdest oheoks grow wet with toar8,

When winter sIay8 the the joy of Juno,
To BUOIl fair faith thy hu>art attun,

Thine eyes shall greet the gol don years.

Niewto~n Centre, Spring of '81.
HANO.

lIA WObXANRHER RIGHETS ?

It ie foreign te our purpose te, institute in this
short article, an enquit-y inte the physicai or intel-
lectual capacities of the two sexes:- mucli lees te
provoke controversy as re-gards the pelitical or
social relations of ivoman. Some people have
neyer ceased te declaim upen the wrongs ef woman
-ier natural equality-her -olitical no,,.-existence
and bier dograding sol vitude ; as if at some times
lier sex had bean cenquered by mani, and had ever
since been under the moet cruel and tyrannical
subjeution. Pisq3lietudes, deep and distressing, are
thus created, where peace and confidence ouglit te
prevail; and we are maae te everlook wliat in
every great reform, le ail lxnprtant--the exact
thing te, bc reformed.

We shah, perliaps, bettor understand the nature
ef the subject in hand, if wc, for a nmement digres
and take a hasty view of the condition of wvoman
in ancient times.

Among the Greeke, lier position wvas anything
but favorable. She could not act atalwithout the
intervention of a guardian. She could not give
testimony if any trial. She was literally Ilgiven
away" in marriage; and t, lier liusband bekinged
the power to, dispose of lier as ho deemed best.

And if in the country ef Demeethenes and
Selon the condition of woman wvas sucli, we shaHl
look in vain for any juster estirnate of lier riglits
in that of Cicero, and Gaius. The whole fabric of
Roman law, as regards females, was based upen the
idea of their intellectual and physical imbecility;
and if p.,,ssible, they extended te lier a lower re-
spect aven, than that she commanded iïi Greece.

Thus we find in ail the most enlightened ceuntries
of uncient tumes, the cond1ien of womau was a de-
graded one; anâwe shaîl, porliape, with ne littie ini-
terest, seok the cause of lier advanced position in
the present era. This cause we 'unhesitatingiy avor
te, bu the influence ef Christianity. And it je net a
little remarkable, that wherever the -influence of
Chlristianity lias. beau fe.lt, theva woman lias been
rkiseed te, ler true and lawful position, and lias been

made néither the mistress nor the îservant of man,
but his truc and only pax'tner in the social state.

]Iaving thus ut soma length premised, Nve -%vish
now to point eut that the advantages and legal
riglits enjoyed by wvornan in this country, are, if
not suporior, at any rate equal to thoso enjoyed by
maxi, and tlj. t by hiep present agitation, she ie
inursinga a Vntomn which, ixo systern of lawv or justice
ailo,ç4 s, and which, -%vhen itseems almost wvithin ber
grasp, wvii1, by the iron -%v*Il of society and custom,
l)e driven to a stili greater icngth.

And just hoe( we, wishi to urge that in order that
ber rights should bc equal, it is not ncossary that
tbey sbould' bo iclentical. Suroly she may have
equal rights, and at tho samo tixne exorcise them ini
different epheros. Wo shall net attempt to argue
with those who claim that woman je wronged unless
sho is alloecd to share in ail occupations of mon.
We admit she is intelll-.Luully capable. But wo
would ask, is there -no difference in the circum-
stances of the sexes? Is there no fitness in assign-
ing some duties te one sex and soma to another.

Ail the politicai rights enjoyed by man, with the
exCeption of electing and being elected te office,
are hikewise the property of woman. As regards
the latter, it lias been decided by custom. If she
were eligible to one political office, it would be be-
cause lier sex doos not unfit ber for any; and the
same code that admitted female legisiators, ouglit,
for the same roason, to, admit thAm as sheriffs; or
cap tains of militia. The very constitution of' se-
ciety lias of necessity ailotted thoe oinployinents,
te nian.

But it ntay be asked, what reason je there for
excluding hur frein casting lier vote in the elee,
tien oi public officers ? In every froc, elective
government, parties xviii exiet amid the storms
which bout without in the political world, the
domestic hearth je yet the sanctuary of repose,
the domestic altar stili veceires theoeffering of
united hearts tu the God of peace and love.

Woman at the present tiine je admitteci to the
same priveleges in regard te education as those
enjoyed by mani. She may become a public lectur-
elr, may practice medicine, may enter the puipit
or jein in the earnest discussions of' the bar ;-in
short the iaw of the land laye ut her feet every-
thing that je in any senso suitable, te lier sex.

:Both branches of the human famiy are receg-.
nized net, as unequals, but as equals; net as an-
tagoniste, but as friends; and in no case are any
exclusive privileges granted te, man except -whore


