4 THE PRACTICAL BEE-KEEPER.

Bee=Keeping in Ontario.

ITS PROSPECTS AND POSSIBILITIES,

ALLEN PRINGLE.

The following' paper was read at the

recent mecting of Bee-keepers in Brock-

ville :

1 notice the subject you have me down
for is a large one, viz.: “Bee-keeping
in Ontario; It’s Prospects, Possibilities,
ete.” Wichout time at present for hunt-
ing ffgures or cven fcr reflection I shall
merely give you such thoughts on the
subject as may occur to me while I write.
As to the present status of bee-keeping
in Ontario, the achievemants of the pro-
vince at the great Co'umbian exposition
at Chicago last year tell their own tale
in 2 manner so creditable as to inspire
the bee-keepers of this province with
honest and laudable pride. I had the
privilege and honor of representing them
on that occasion and know wheseof I
affirm, when I say that no honcy from
any quarter of the globe surpassed in
excellence the Ontario honey, while very
little equalled it. Of all the states and
countries exhibiting honey there, On-
tarioc came out away ahead, taking
twicz as many awards as the best of
them, and from five to ten times as
many as most of them. Wahile [ expect-
ed much from my native province, this
greatly surpassed my expectations.
Ontario may bhe safely written down as
a land “flowing with milk and honey.”
QOur cheese as well ag our honey was the
best at the World's Fair. Ontario has
climate as well as the flora for produc-
ing the best. The Linden, the clover,
the thistle, the raspbeiry, the maple, the
willow, the sumach, the buckwheat, tha
golden rod aund numerous other plants
vield abundantly.

Judging from the area within mv own
personal knowledge, the output of honey
in Ontario must have quadrupled with-

in the past decade, and’'the consumption
has kegt corresponding pace, asbut little
is vet exported. The people generally
are beginning touse it as an article of
food ; and what was in fact a luxury,
and is so in reality, is fast becoming a
staple on oux tables. This is as it should
be, as pure honey is not only wholesome
and palatable but more easily digested
than most other sweets. Its medicinal
qualities also in various affections of
tbroat, lungs and bowels, go far in war-
ranting us to follow the poet’s advice to
“throw physic to the dogs.” No argu-
ment, however, we can make wse of—
whather phyeiological or economic—will
be half as pzrsuasive or potent to induce

the masses to eat honey, as thair own -

palates. because appetite instead of
reason is yet unfortunately king among
men and women with the exception of
the precious few. The honey is *‘zood
to take” and superbly pleasant to the
palate, and that is enough for them
whenever they can get it! And the
price being comparatively low and quite
within their reach, the consumption is
bound to still further increase, provided
we continue in Canada to furnish a good
and pure article. Thislatter considera-
tion isa very important one in these
days of food adulteration commercial
frauds. Our honey must be kept pure
at any cost, and any and every species
of adultaration (or rather attempt at
adulteration) frowned down and stamp-
ed aut. At Chicago I was greatlv as-
tonished to find the suspicions of adul-
teration of honey—especially extracted
honey —so prevalent and wide spread
among consumers. And this snspicion
undoabtedly not altogether without
without substantial foundation, though
it must be stated in justice to the pro-
ducers. to the bee-keepers of the U. S,
that the onus of adulteration rests with
the dealers rather than the producers.
But the fact of adulteration - there, and
the want of confidencs is there,; and the
fact, together with superior quality,
was the reason why I wasg able to sell
onr Ontayio exhibit of honey at Chicago.
after tne-gxposition, at prices consider-

-ably above those . commanded by the
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