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reeingbrethrcn resolved to proceed to the full exercoizo of the power8 with
whiclî tey hcld theinsoIves investcd by the Ilead of the Churelh. Iii 1837
and 1838 they were.joincd by other four ministers,-Ralpli Erskine of Dun-
fermline, Thiomas Mair of Orwell, Thomas Nairn of Abbotshall, and James
Thomnson of Burntisland. These eight were soon afterwards libelled before
the General Assembly, at whose bar they appearcd as a Prcsbytcry, and read a
paper embodying the grounds of their secession, and declining the authority,
powver, and jurisdiction of the National Clhurch, -In consequence of %vhich, in
the following year, a sentence was pronounced upon thein, deposin-- them
froin the office of the holy ministry, and finally casting thei out of the êhurch.

Tite blessing tif God, however, rested in no small measure on the new deno-
miriation. lis number rapidly increased, and relief was widely extended te
those who felt the oppression of tîteNational, Church. But in 1747, in conse-
quence of a division of sentiment respecting the religious clause in some
burgess-oaths, the Secession was divided into two branches, the one of which
came to be knowa by the naine of the «encrai Associate or Antiburglier
Synod. In this divided state, tie Secession continued fDr more than seventy
years; but the burg~ess-oath wlîich gave risc to the division, havinq been

lied, identity eI priniciple, mutual confidence, and growîng affection on
bath sides, speedily led te re-union. A basis of union having been prepared
and approved by the tivo Synods, these bodies met in the autumn of 1820, and
formally adopted it, thus rc-uniting the denominations under the designation
of the United Secession Chiurch. >Z

THE RELIEF CITURCI

had its risc in 1752. After the Secession of the four brethren who
originitcd the Secession, the Assemby of tlîc Church of Scotland, as lias heen
already stated, gave some indications of a desire to -reforin, but there is reason
te believe that these ivere merely intendcd te mollify, and %vin back the
Seceders. The sinccrity of the Assembly at ail events was distrusted, and its
acts soon ncutralizcd its professions of reformation. lu a feiv years it became
more arbitrary than ever in enforcing the settlement of presentees. Under
the threat of suspension and deposition, Presbyteries vrcre cnjoincd to carry
into effect, by thc aid of military if neccssary, the most unpopular appoint-
ments; and it soon beennie more unfatshionable than, ever te preachi the
doctrines of natural dcpravity and salvation by g race. After its flrst alarm
froi the Secession had subsided, tlîe Ohurcli of Scotland sunk rapidly into a
corrupt and subinissive civil establishmnent.

Such was the state of matters in the Church of Scotland, when tlîe Presby-
tery of Duufermline refused te carry inte effect a settiement at Inverkeitliing
whlich -was strongly opposed by the people at large. The case, by appeal, w-as
ultitnately, in 1752, brought before the Asscmbly. It w-as taken up on Mon-
day. The Prcsbytery were appointcd te nicetat lnverkecitliing on the Thureday
of the saine week, for the admission of the prcscntec, and te appear at the bar
of thc Asscmbly on Friday, te _give an account of their conduet. It w-as
known tixat thrc mcmbcrs of the Plresbytery,-the usual quoruii-were willin.g
te act. In this instance, howevcr, for an cnsnaring p urpose, the quorum w-as
designedly inade five. Mien the case w-ns eallcd on Friday it was found that
thc Prcsbytery had not met. Six meinhers, ninong w-bon Mr. Thonias Gillespie,
appeared, and gave in a representation, stating that they censidered it contrary
te the laws of the Cliurch, thc word of God, and their ordination-vows, to yicld
obedience to the injunction imp osed upon them, and dcclaring that, as honest
in, if ceusured, tbcy werc wlling te underpo evcry secular advaiitagc for the
sak.e ,f a good conscience. To strike terrer into the lieares ef ail who w-ould
not sacrifice their conscience at the mere dictate of human authority, it «wae
rcsolved te depose Mr. Gillespie, w-ho had striven te vindicate the conduct of
the lresbyterýy on constitutional -rounds. In the space of tw-enty-fcur hour.q,

withut liel r ay fori of proccss, lic w-as arraigned and condemned, and


