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froin the riglit, are the ex-president,
]3ownian Stephenson, W. L. Watkin-
son, Dr. Rlggs, Mr. Allen, and another
whom we do flot recognize. The op-
position of Mr. Allen to Immediate
advance towards Methodist union Is
humorously depicted in our smali car-
toon. The military figure is sup-
posed to represent the rank and file
of the Conference who have some hope
of reaching the presidency.

CAILRYIN'G THE MA1l.SIAL'.1 BATON IN
lIIS KAll>%ACK.

.. le iiîight lioje to encourage soine of his
brethireti in ilie iinistri- by ztlroidiiîg ari illus-
tration of the truth of '.apýIo1coîii' saving thlat
every conuniion sodier c'arried tiiîasia'
babton ini lis knaîîI>;aetk." l'îlE Pltl;SII>ENT OF

'N' % -CozxN;xioy- r, EDITOR" 0F

The election of Rev. Dr. William T.
Davison as connexional editor of
the British Wesleyan Methodist
Churcli, is an item of news which de-
serves more than ordinary emphasis.
H1e takes the place o! honour and use-
fnlness occupied for the past few yeax's
by the eloquent Rev. Dr. W. L. Wat-

kinson, who bas been forced by
brolcen bealth Into retirement. Dr.
Davison Is fifty-seven years o! age,
and for the past dozen years has been
occupying with distinction the chair
of theology ln the Wesleyan College
at I-Iandsworth, Birmingham. For
the previous ten years he was profes-
sor of Biblical literature ln Richmond
College, near London. He entered the
pastorate ln 1868, and ini 1901 obtained
tht" crowning bonour o! bis denomina-
tion, the Presldency o! the Conference.
He visited this country in 1891, and
was heard witli delight and profit as
one of the speakers at the Ecumenical
Conference lield ln Washington in that
year. He was aiso, one of the
speakers at the ensuing meeting o!
the same kind in London in 1901. As
an exegete, a careful and well equipped
theologian, in toucli with bis time ln
advanced scholarship, and an expert
ln regard to ail the questions wbich,
modern fiblical Inqulry lias raised,
Wesieyan MethodIsm bas no man who
is bis superior. The rank wblcb lie
occupies in the estimation o! other
denominations may bo suggestcd by
the faet that he Is one o! the coa-
tributors to that massive work, Hast-
ings' "'Bible Dictionary," the rema'k-
able article on "'The Psalms" being
from bis pen, as well as other contri-
butions. He bas written bal! a dozen
volumes o! sermons, theological
studies, and ethical essays.

Some of the utterances o! Dr. Day!-
son znay be profitably cited in order
to show bis views on certain contro-
verted subjeets. In bis address in
Washington, at the Ecumenical Con-
ference, October lOth, 1891, lie said:

.It must ho adniitted that the higher
criticisnm-including especially the historival,
aid literarN criticism of the Bihie-is now
rapidly advancing toward, if it lias not al-
ready reachêd, the position of a scienre,
wvithi conclusions of a highlly important~ and
more or Ies4q certain kiiia, which ail religiotis
tcachers are bound to kinow, to face, and
frankly and fairly to hiandle. . . . Thee&
resuuîts rcached ivithin certain definite
linuiitsq iiist uiot be ignorcd, stili 1cms ie-t
ther ho (Ienied and aiiatlieiinatize(l îkV tiiose
whi) are unable or unwilling to st.udly the
evi(lCiiC in support of t hei... ....
.Nethodist Churches and all the Clinrches of
Christ wlîich reverence ("od*s %Vord writtcn
and scek to unake it thie nuie of faith andi
practice. wvill do wcll to hioware of bliuîdiv
anîd rashily gc-t-tiing tlieir faces against the
conclusionis of triilv scientifie Bihlical
vriticisnî. WVc xiust umit plcdge cnîrselves
.o0%Nwlat unay soon prove ho %intenabîle posi-
tions, ar dare to idcntify theun %vitI the
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