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Balaam,

DECEMBEYF 4. NUMBERs XXIV; 10-19.
Golden Text, Fames 1: 8.
HE ISRAELITES were within sight of ““the
promised land.” Having becien the Amorites
and taken possession of their courtry, they
~vere now encamped in the horders of Mosb, on
the east side of Jordan, opposite Jericho, ch. 22: 1.
Balak, the king of Moab, was afraid of this invin-
cible host—too numerous to cope with—Dbesides,
he knew well that God was on their side, and that
to contend against such odds were hopeless. He
had recourse to stratagem. In Mesopotamia, in
the far east, there lived a man whose fame had
spread as far as to Moab, He was reputed to be a
prophet of Jehovah ; Baleam by name. If this
man can be bribed to come and curse the Israelites
in the name of their own God, he will be able to
prevail against them. Messengers were sent with
rewards in their hands, Balaam, having consulted
God, refuses to go, ch. 22: 8-13, but the sequel
leaves no room to doubt his insincerity. The refer-
ences to this transaction in the New Testament are
conclusive, not only that he was a covetous man,
2 Pet. 2: 14, 15 but that he instigated the Israel-
ites to commit a grievous sin which resulted in 24,-
000 of them being destrayed by a plague, ch. 25:
9. Deut. 4: 3. The phrase, “‘the doctrine of
Balsam,” in Rev. 2: 14, refers to that sin, Balaam
thought, perhaps, that as God had agparently
changed His mind, by letting him go in answer to
the second deputation, ch. 22: 1§, so now he would
rmit him to curse Israel. No. The Almighty
ad acted ccusistently with the usual procedure of
provideace in allowing him to follow his own im-
pulses at that time, Hos. 4: 17, axd was about to
shew His power over this would-be prophet, by
comstraining him to say the very opposite of what
it was his purpose and inclination to say, and by
making him the mediam of uttering some of the
sublimest proglnesies in Scripture. Vs, 10, II.
Balak taunts Balaam on his well-disguised fear of
the Lord. Better men than Balaam have been
sneered at by unbelicvers, Vs. 12, 13. Balaam’s
reply is, in itself, 2 nobie one, 4uf, coming from
him, it is only a master-piece of dissimulation. V.
14. I go—The presumption is that he did not go,
‘but remained to work mischief in the camp in the
manner already indicated, for he was soon after-
wards slain among the Midianites, ¢h, 31: 8. Josh.
13: 21, 22. It is difficult to understand this man’s
Teal character. He must have had an smtellectsal
knowledge of the true religion, but it had little in-
fluence upon his heart ; and, like Simon Magus,
he was ready to “trade” upon it, Acts 8: 9-23.
Somauch of his history is recorded asa waming to
all who make 2 shew of religion but are destitute
of the power of it, 2 Tim 3: § Balaam was a
man endowed by God with great natural gifts, who
knew what was right, but who through vanityand
presumption made shipwreck of his opportunities.
¢ A man may be full of the knowledge of God and
yet destitute of the grace of God.” The best of
men have reason to distrust themselves, lest while
‘they teach and preach saving truth to others they
hemselves may miss the mark. 1 Cor. 9: 27.

| ¥ust Daps of Poses,

DECEMBER 11, DECTERONOMY XXXI1; 44-$3.

Golden Text, Psalms 9o : 12.

) OSES was the most remarkable man that ever
lived. Deut. 34: 10-12. Hlis life was spent
amid vicissitudes unparalleled in the experi-

ence of any cther person. 40 years in Midian, 40

years in Egypt, and 40 years in the wilderness,

make the sum of his years 120. He was great as

a Lawgiver, John 1: 17. 7: 19 ; as a Jeader, Josh.

1. 17 Is. 63: 12, 13; as a prophes, Deut. 34:

10 12 Acts 7: 37; as a pot, Exo. 1§: 1-19,

Deut. 32: 1-44, Rev. 15: 3; as an awthor—he is

reputed to have written Job and the goth psalm,

and he wrote of Christ, John 5: 46 ; as a Aistoriun,
to him are we indebted for the Pentateuch, Luke

24: 27, 44 : /s a medistor, Fxo. 32: 11, 31, 32.

He was conspicuous for meekness, Num. 12: 3; for

Sasth, Heb. 11: 24-26; for faithfulmess, Heb. 3:

2 ; for Awumilizy, Num. 11: 29. The one weak

point in his character was infirmity of temper, Exo.

32: 19. Vs. 44, 45, TAis somg—The hymn called

** The Rock,” recorded in this chapter, which be-

came the national anthem of the Hebrews. Hashea

—Joshua.  TAese words—nearly the whole of Deu-

teronomy, V. 46. Your hearts—as distinguished

from merely committing them to memory. de-

mands the homage o? our hearts, Rom. 10; 10.

Your caildren—I1f the religious education of the

youth is neyiected, the hope of a nation is gone.

V. 47, It is your life e knowledge of God

ensures happiness now and hcreafter, Prov. 3; 13-

22. Deut. 30: 15, 16. V. 49. Nebo—The place

of Moses’ death is almost as much a mystery as the

manner of it.  Modern research has failed to dis-
cover any mountain precisely answering to the
description here given; and so it is literally true
that “ no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this
day,” Deut. 34: 6. Vs. 50, 51. And die—ecven
this great man could not escape the penalty of sin,

Rom. §: 12-14. He neither died of disease nor of

old age, ch. 34: 7, but then snd there, as & mark

of God’s displeasure with him in the matter of pre-
sumptuously smitin , the rock at Kadesh Meribah,

Num. 20: 9-12; where it is seen that the crime

to Moses was in reality that of wmbelicf—

¢
the besetting sin of the world—the more inexcusa-
ble in one who had s0 many tokens of God's favour.

In God’s sight it amounted to rebellion, Num. 27:
12-14. Hence the sentence pronounced at that
time, which prepared Moses for the solemn an-
nouncement now made, and which he received
without murmuring or surprise. V. 52. 7hom shalt
see the lamd—God is faithful 1o ail His promises,
Thes. 5: 24. He had already assured him of this,
and this glimpse of Canaan would be to himas it
were a foretaste of heaven and a comforting token
that, although justly punished, he was not rejected
of God. Moses was conspicuously a man of faith
and prayer. This gave him courage in the hour of
danger and calm in time of trouble. His appear-
ance with Elijah on the Mount of Transfiguration,
Matt. 17: 3, after the lapse of 1484 ysars, is con-
clusive proof that death does not end man’s exist-
ence. Faith in God is that which alone takes awav
the fear of death. Ps, 23: 4.




