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H 1E ISRAELITES %vere witbin sight ofIl the
prmised lai." Ilaving t.-L.;en the Amorlite

a nd taken poqsession of their coun:try, thcy'
*vere rîow encamped in the border. of Moab, on
thc cast aide of Jordan, cpposîite jericho, ch. 22. 1.
Ba4-ak, the king of Moab, was afraad of thia. invin-
cile hosl-toio numerous to cape with- hesides,
he knew well Ihat God was on their side, and that
Io contcnd agaillat sucb odds were hopeless. lie
had recourse ta sîratagem. In Mlesopotamia, in
the fat enst, there livcd a man whose famne had
spread as fat as to Moah). He was reputed to be a
prophet of jehovah ; Ralaam by naine. If thîs
man can lbe brihed to come and curse the laraclites
in the namne of their own God, he will be able tu
prevail againsi theni. Messengers were sent with
rewards in Iheir hands. Balaam, having consulted
Grod, irefuses to go, ch. 22- 8-13, but the sequel
leaves no rooru to doubt his insincerity. The refer-
ences to this transaction in the New Testament are
cnnclusive, not only that be was a covetous mani,
2 l'et. 2:. 14, 15:, but that he instigated the Israei-
ites to commit a griev-ous sin which rcsulted ini 24, -
ooo of them being dcstroyed tiy a plague, ch. 25:

9. lieut. 4:- 3. The phrase, "the doctrine of
Baisam," ini ReV. 2: 14, refera ttothal sin. Balaam
thought, pcrhaps, that as God had apparentlv
cbanged H is mind, by letting him go in answer ta
the second deputation, ch. 2: 15, so now bhe would

permit him ta curse Israel. No. The Almighty
had actcd -cm--.istently with the usual procedure of

providence in allo%% ing him ta follow bis own im-
pulses ai &.hat lime, lios. 4. 17, a&:id was about ta
shew [lis power over Ibis would-be prophel, by
constraining himn ta say the very opposite of what
il was bis purpose and inclination la say, anà by
niaking him the medium of uttering soie of thc
sublimest prophesies in Scripturc. Vs. io, ii.
Balak taunts Balaam on his well-disguised fecar of
-the Lord. Better men Ihan Balaam have been
sncered at by unbelievers. Vs. 12, 13. Balaam's
reply is, i itscif, a noble one, baut, coming from
hiva, it is onlya master-picce of dissimulation. V.
144 1 go--The presumption is thal he did not go,
bhut rcmed 10 wo)rk mischief in thc camp in the
manner already indicated, for hc was soon afier-
%vards slain among thc NIidianites eh. 31:z 8. -Josh.
13; 21, 22. It is difficult tounderstand tbis man's
real character. le must have had an inethlectm.a/
knowlcdge of the truc religion, but il had litîle in-
-luence upon bis hearî ; and, hike Simon Magus,
he was ready to "ltrade " upon it, Acts 8: 9-23.
So niuch af Éis history is recorded as a wamsing ta
ail who make G, shew of religion but arc lestitute
of the powcr of it, 2 Tii 3: S. Bala.am was a
man endowcd by God with great natural gifts, who
knew what w2s right, but 'who through vanity and
prcsumptiort made shipwreck. of bis opportunities.
IlA mari may be full of the knowledgc of God and
yet destitute of the grace of God." The bcst of
men have reason to distrust themscives, lest while
they teach and pr.ach saving truth ta othea's Ibcy
ihemselves may miss the mark. 1 COt. q:; 27.
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Gol/den Texi, 'salmi go0: 12.

OSES was the IM0st rcmarkable man that ever
lihved. L'eut. 34: 10-12. Ilis lifé was §Pcnt
amid vicissitudes unparalleled in the experi-

ence of any cther persoli. 40 ycars ini Midian, 40
ycars in Egypt, and 40 years in the wilderness,
make ihe sun of his years i2o. lie was great as
a Lau4giver, John à.:17. 7- 19 ; as aleader, Josh.
1. 17. la. 63:- 12, 13 ; as a P-Oekh, l)eilt- 34:
îo s-, Acts 7: 37 ; as a Act, Exo. 15: 1-19,
P)eut. 32-: 1-44, Rev. 15. 3 ; as an aailkor-he is
reputed to ha~ve wr:tten Job) and the 9oth psalm,
and he wTote of Christ, J ohn 5 - 46 ; as a Aisiaou,
to lîam are we indebted for the Pentateuch, Luke
24: 27, 44: as aý mediator, tExo. 32: I1, 31, 32.
He was conspicuous for meekMess, Numn. 12: 3 ; for

JfZiA, H eb. i 14 2-b ; for fa ithfru'ses, 11 eb. 3:-
2 ; for Au#',ili/;,, Num. i 1: 29. The onc weak
point in his character was infirmity of temper, Exo.
32. 19. Vs. 44, 45, This soag-The hymn called
-The Rock," recorded in this chapter, wlwc b le-

came the national anthem of the Hebrews. Hoskea
-Joshua. These usu-dr-nearly the whole ofT )eu-
teronomy, V. 46. Vûur herrs-.is distinZuihed
from merely commiitting them to menlory. Gdde-
mands the bongeo our hearts, Rom. 10; 10.
Vour ciildren-I f the religious education of the
yoisth is ne-glected, the ho~ of a nation is gone.
V. 47. It is Your h/e. rie knowledge of God
ensures happiness now and hcreafter, Prov. 3; 13-
22. I>eit. 30: 15, 16. V. 49. NVebo-The p4-ace
of Moses' death is almost as much a m ystery as the
wane of iL. Mlodemn research has failed to dis-
cove any mountain precisely answering to the
description here giveii; and so it is literally truc
that Ilno man knoweth of bis sepuichre unto this
day," Deut. 34: 6. Vs. 50, 51. .And die-even
this gTeat man could flot escape the penalty of sin,
Rom. 5: 12- 14. He neither dicd of disease nor of
old age, ch. 34:. 7, but then and there, as a mark
of God's dispicasuire with him in the matter of pre.
sumptuously simitir.; the rock aI Kadesh Meribah,
Num. 2o: 9- 12 ; where it is seen that the crime
charged to Moses was in reahty that nf unbdlif-
thie besetting sin of the world-the more inexcusa-
ble ia one who haod so inany tokens of God's favour.
In God's sight it amounted ta rebell"~, Num. 27:
12-14. Hence the sentence pronounccd at that
lune, which prepared Moses for the solemi' an-
nouncenient now made, and which he received
without murmnuring or surprise. V. 52. Thon shaLe
se the land-God is faithîni ta aRIl us promises, t
Thes. ,Ç: 24. He had already assured hima of tbis,
and this glinipse of Canaan wouid be ta hini as it
were a foretaste of heaven and a comforting token
that, althougli justly punished, he wa& flot rejected
ofr God. Moses was conspicuously a man of faith
and prayer. This gave hini courage in the hour of
danger and cabri in lime of trouble. His appear-
anee with Elijah on the Niounît of Transfiguration,
Matt. 17: 3, aftcr the lapse of 1484 Yeats. ýs con-
clusive proof that death doca not end man's exist-
ence. Faitin l God is that which alone takes awav
the féar af death. Ps. 23: 4.


