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the bottomless pit,” and to whom ¢ was given
been so long current, and so long identified in the |power, as the scorpions of the earth have power ?°
public mird with orthodoxy, that none of the Pro- ' The answer to this question, as regards Protestant
testant Sects can new either gainsay or tesst it. | Chiistendom, is simple, obvious, and incontrover-
And it is lamentable that even good men in the jtible,—1t is the false and dungerous principle of
bosom of our own Church—a Chureh never com-|unrestrained privafe inlerpretafion of the Scrip-
mitted to this bald proposition—alarmed by the [fures. ‘This principle is acted npon, and carried
dread of Pupery. miszuided by erroneous notivns, {out, when each individual, regardless of the light,
or influence:l by the Sectarian spirit, imported or the testimony, and the authority of the Primitive
flowing in from without, should indirectly and and Universal Church, and the well-known Ca-
unintentionally cncourage these impostures and |tholic Faith of all ages and nations, goes directly
delusions, while they even imaginc that they 2resto the Bible and interprets it for himself, and
honoring the Bible, and doing God service.—|according to hLis own preconceived notions, his
Alas! there is nothing which, in the end, tends|p:ejudices, hic interest, or his thrological system,
wore to (he disadvantage of truth and the diseredit| making it speak according te his own private
of the Bible, than this dogma canied out to its|judgment, thus Liassed and perverted. The samne
nataral and legitimate results.  The very stiongest{principle is substantial’ .cted upon when the
and most effective argumert which Romanists can lsystems of particular men, or classes of men, or
bring against Pirotestantism, is the barcful fiuits ¢f {sects, are adopted, and individuals, with the rule

to be the only safeguard against Romanism, has

this dangerous principle. Under the shadow of
high authority and example, and acting in accor-
dance with this license, Protestant Christendom is
fitled with heresy and schism in a thousand forms;
and imposture «nd fanaticism walk abroad with an
unblushing front, claiming all the truth and piety
in the world I

Here we bhave a condemnation given froma
Protestant pulpit, of the false and dangerous prin-
ciple of unrestrained private interpretation, than
which, we might defy even Italian or Cermanico-
Italian apostates to point out a severer, either in
Pope’s encyelical or Bishop’s pastoral.

The next extract from the second part of the
Sermon, is no less strong than the foregoing;
and if it excite not the anger and misreptesentation

and squate, the rack and erucible, thus fuinished,

torture, garble, dilute, and wrest the Hoty Serip-
tures so as to make them support their privale
opinions, ur sectarian creeds. The Bible is thus
used hke a musical instrument of great compass

and power, upon which every man plays his

favorite tune. And if the result be bad, the Bible
is no more responsible than such a musical instru-
ment for the discords produced by the per-
formers.

“ Now, the cxperience of many centuries,
especially of the last three, is amply suflicient to
demonstrate that this is a dangerous, and often
fatal, and therefore a false principle. The present
state of the Ultra-Protestant portion of Christen-
dom, and its evident tendencies to the opposite|
and disoordant results of superstition, fanaticism,
transcendentalism, and infidelity, elearly prove the

of the favorers of. ptivate interprelation, “gai”“;eard.ly (if not worse) origin of this doctrine 0{;
Mr. McCullough, it must not be because he hasprivate interpretation. ‘There have always been!
not condemned their principles as openly, and,men—sometimes of no little talent and ingenuity,

unequivocally, as needs be.

¢ Where, then, lies the origin of the evil >—
What is the prolific source of these bitter and
poisonous waters ?  How comes it that such innu-
merable and dangerous errors and heresies, and
such wide departutes from Apostolic and primitive
institutions, have sprung up under the auspices,
and been pattonized by the authority, of men
who profuss to be instructed and guided by *the
Bible and the Bible alone  Must Eternal Truth
itself be regarded as the source and spring, the
parent and guardian, of all theological falsehood ?
If not, who, or what, must be held responsible for
that hateful and pestilent brood of

¢ Gorgons, and Hydras, ang Cumeras dire,’

which in these.latter days swarm over the earth|intelligent, wise, and holy, and (ree from pride
like the ¢locusts’ engendered in the ¢smoke of{passion, prejudice and ambition—if all were com

jSeriptutes to their own destruction.” And there

eloguence and address—who if allowed to assume
the office of teackers, and frame their own creeds
from the Bible as interpreted by themselves, o
men of like character and tendencies, would, like
the ¢ unlearned and unstable’ cf old, ©wrest th

have always been, still are, and will alxays be|
multitudes of ignorant, weak, credulous, an
fanatical persons, who furnish ample and pliart,
materials for the plastic powers of these religiou};
system-mongers and demagogues.  While this i :
the case, what can be fraught with more danger -
truth, order, and the interests of religion, than (hi_
eacouragement of this principle 2 If all who un
dertake to teach were themsclves taught of Ged)
if all were guided by the Holy Spirit: if all weil.




