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God that-they were not as other men, I
could not see-that they wers any. better
than the--Arabs or the Turks. Among
such a people Christ was born, The Jews
of his day were nut indeed sunk so low as
their modernsuccessors. . The country was

- vastly more populvus, and there was a

strong national life.  But itwasnot a time
of spiritunl inspiration, when the heart of
the natiun beat high, as the voices of the
seerg-and prophets stirred their blood, like
a mighty wind coming up out of the Great
Sen. . The.nation was prostrate at the feet
of Rome, whose dominion extended oyer
all the East. . That itdn rule reached its
climux in the reign of Tiberius. This did
not break. the spitit of the people, but it
made then sullen.and defiaut. There js
no pride like the pride of d.conquerad race, .
wholespise.thermasters they.obey. Sugh-
was-the temper of the Jews “‘towards the
They paid tribute to Cemsar,
‘while they cuatsed himr in their hearts.
Hatred of their foreign masters intensitied
theirreligious fanaticism, They deman-
ded a temporal deliverer, but.cared mnoth-

~ing for a spiriteal ~teacher and gyide—a

spirit utterly alien to the-new kindom

which Clirist came toset up.  So far there: |

fore from being o natural outgrowth of hi

1ime or of His race, He was the very anti-
pudes of both, The-Jewswere the wmost
narrow biguted pevple on the face of the

7 earth: He taught and exercised the luigest

charity. They were lifted up with spirit-
ual pride: He taught the virtue of humil-
ity.  Thus-ont of a miass of pride, selfish-
ness, and.hypocrise, sprang the consum-
mate Bowexr-of virbue. This is a reversal
of the order of nature, which is the  mar-
vel of histary; and tho more we think up-
on it, tlie more the wonder.. grows. All
this was in wy mind on.those memorable
days that I'rede over-thehills and thiough

© the yalleys'or vudén and Galilee, and 1

cotld not help saymg w wmyself, ©To sup-
pose-that the character. of s esus Christ was,

- the nptural product-ofisuch a race, of such
“.a people, and of such a tune, is to believe

in that which is more improbable and im-
poss’i’ble than the Divine origin of our relig-
ion,

1 know how skeptical writers try to break
theforceof-thisargument. They tell us,with
a great-show of hstorical lewining, that
there werespiritual influences m Judiasm
wlich prepared the way tor Christianity.
Such isthe argument of Kenan,whs,though

“he pronounces Jesus the greatest.of hen,

the leader of the human race, yet tries to
expluin that greatness by ascribing it in
pare to surrounding influences. Asheisan
Oriental scholar, and is fawmiliar with the
literature and the history of that age, he
makes the most of these. He would have
us believe that Jesus was the.pupil of Hille!
orother venerable rabbis; and that, though
He improved on His masters, He derived
from them the substance of what He taught
in the Sermon on the Mount, True, His
was an exceptional nature, cast in a fine
mould, sensitive to all the better influences
of His time, and absorbing into Himself all
that was good around Him. Bit, for all
that, He was the outgrowth of His age, the
very highest product, itis true, butstill a
ga.tuml product, and not a supernatursl

eing. . :
: _Su%h is the theory:of Renan,who,like the
brilliant Frenchwan that he is, puts it for-
ward with the utmost.assurance. But this
he does without a particle of proof. The
temporary intluences of which he makes so
wmuch, he is able to designate only in the
most vague and general way., The fact is
abundautly proved by histurians'that such
influences did not exist; and when Renan
has the assurance to tell us that there was
< Christianity before Christ—that the New
Religion was in the air—I answer, ‘‘Yes it
was very much in the air.forit certainly was
nobon the earth.,” There is but one Christ
in the race; He stands alone in all the ages,
His shining figzure relievedagainst the dark
background of the world’s history—a char-
acter unlike any other—a being without
pattern and without successor, furnishing
in Himself the perfectargument for the
divinity of His Religion.

Since the charactei of Christ is the chief
argument for the Christian Religion, does
it not become une who undertakes to de-
stroy it to set hiwself firsé to tl\is central
possii v, ivstend of wasting higtime on
el e outposts {1 When you next'address
one g’.the grenf:pudignces that hang ‘upon
youswoids, 8.1t unfair to ask that Youlay
aside such familiar topir‘.'s as Miracles aind
Ghosts ora Reply to Talmage, and tell
us what you think of Jesvs CHRIsT:
whether you look upon Him as an impos-
tor, or merely as a dreamor—a mild and
harmless centhusiast; vr are you ready to
acknowledge that He iz entitled to rank
among the great teachers of mankind ?

But if you are compelled to admit the
greatness of Christ, you take your revenge

-on the spostles, whom you do not hesitate



