
THE MARITIME PRESBYTERIAN. 305

,Gnd thatthey wcro i<ît as other mon, I the leader of the humnax race, yot trios tu
could niot see that thicy weoru any. butter exphain that greatuoss by ascribing it ini
titan the- Arabs or the Turks. Ainong part te surrounding influences. As lio is an
such a. people <Jhrist wets boni. TChe Jews Oriental sehiolar, and is fauxiliar with the
of bis day 'vero nuV indeuqd sunk so low as literature and the historý of that age, ho
thuir iiiodernsUCutssora., Tho country ivas makes the xîîost, of thouse. Ho would bave
-vastly more 4îpopulous, and there yens a uis believe tlîat; Jesus was tiepupil of Hill,!
8trotigYnatioinal life. But itiwas net atintie or other venerable rabbis; and that., though
of spirittudl iinspir.ition, wlîon the liîart of Ho iinproved oa Ris miasters, No derixvud
tho natimi beat high, as the voices of tic froin thern the substance cf what Hoe tauglit
.9ecrÈ.afid.prophet8 stirred their blood, like ini the Sermon on te Mount. True, uis
a lîiightý slnd conîing tip out of the Great was an exceptiolial niatuire, çast, in a fille
Sea. Tiie.-4iatioi, ivas prostrate at te feet mould, sensitive tu ail the botter influences
of Renie, whi<se domîinionî extended cirer of Ris tinie, aîîd absorbing inte Hituseif al
ail the Euat. ,Titat ir*ba r 'ule reaolîed its tlîat was gocîd aiound Itim. frit, for ail
clirtiax iii the ýreigui of Tiberius. Thtis did that, Rie 'vas the out,"rom-tl cf Ris age, the
not break. thic sipirit of the people, but it very liighu-st produet, it is true, but still a
ilade -theii qulleiiî.4iil deiQaiit. Tjîpre ïjs natural produot, and noV a supernatural
:no pride like tii, pridIL cf ;icpp);querg9d bc,. eiig.

gy.l o K lpe C ý1 *Such 15 thietixeor-y-ef Renan, who,]îke-tlie
-*as-the temper cf .tlo Jews*',towetu'ds the brilliant Frenclitnan that le , pute iV for-

oeni. They paid tribute t Omaan.r, ward Nvith the utnxost.assuraa lce. But tis
vhiile they culised litiiii their heaits. lie docs without a particle cf proof. The
,Hatred of their foreigu niasters inteiîsifiod teîîijîrary influences cf whioh lie inkes seo
their religious faîtaticisîn. They dewann- tnuch, lie is able te, desiguate only iu the
ded .a tenîpetl dojliverer,. butcared moth- iiust vague and Lgeiieral xvay. The fact is
jîgraspiritaln tothea-e and gaiid- abunidaittly prcved by hist(orians'thut suck

-( .pirt utery aiento he ew inoni influences did nct exst; and when Rlenan
wjî jobClristcaîiie te set up. Se farÉthere- bas the assurance te tell us Utti here ivas
fore froiu boing a natural outgrewth tof là' «t Christiartity beioro Ohrist-tlîat, the N'ew
lime or of Bis3 race, lie ivas the x'ory anti- Religicon was in te air-I â.-iswer, "Yes it
pudes of both. Tlie-J ews wvore the iiest was very iiîuch iii the air.for it certainly-was
iîairow l)igl>ted pevple ('n te face cf tJîe noV on tho eartli." Tixerelisbut ene Qhrlst

"' earth: lit tAtuglit nnd..exercised the lai gest in the race;.Ho stands alone in all the ages,
eharity. They were lifted up with spirit- Mis slîiiiug-fiîgure re]ie%-edagainsib te dark
ual pride: lie taugit, the virtue of hutiril- backgrounîd cf fihe world's hi8tory-a char-
ity. Tliîue-out, cf a nass of pi-ide, 8elfisli- acter ýunliko nny other-a beiiig mwithout
-ness, elxîd IV'lîyui's&, -sprang tIc cousuni- pattern and without succeq8cr, furnishing
mate fi(' ;týr-*f virtue. Tlîis. is a reversai il) Hiituseif the perfect argument fur the
cf te, order -cf -nature, vhiclx is the - ur- diviiîity cf Ris Religion.
vol of Ihigt.ry;.and tho niore wo4hlinik up- Since the cliaraee cf Christ is the chîlef
.ii it, the -ikore IJie iiouder., groiws. Ail argument for tie Christian Religion, dues
tixis was: inili in md onk titoso nicinorble it nut hefcoie uino whe, uzîdertakes te de-
days that 3».îL(.dc oevur-tlieliihls aud thi ougli stroy it te set iîîîsolf first~ te t1ýis central

- ic lic oJ oudèa ;I d Galilu and 1Ipnsîii n. inisro)id (of wsuftiîig lîîi ,tittn
tould. noV heip bayiîig tu uryseli, 1'To sup- ititi e outpusiz f -É %Vlieii ycu nexteaddress
posq-that tme cliaraciet.of i esmîs Christ iras ue p*.,t ho ~U-uine that jhapg .upîii
the nil u.podc -fsuch.a race, cf stuch yei':od, ~s~ngrtuïs lator
-a peuple, aîîd cf suchl a tîîae, sV eiv siesc atla topiés as Miracles and
in that which is mocre imtprobable aiîd lui- Ghostz, or a Reply te Talmage, and tell
possible titan. the .Divine urigin of our relig- us whiat ycîu tlîink .(f JEsus CERisT:-
ioni." wliether you look uponi ia as an inîipes-

.1 kiîoîv how skeptical writers try te, break Ver, or uîerely as a dreame)r-a mnild and
teferce uf-this argunietit. ley tell us,witli harîiffess enthusiast; or are ycu reaidy te

a great show cf iiistorical Ieaiming, tliat acknowledge that Ho it eutitled to raîik
thei:e were spiritual influences ni J udiasi arnong the great teachers of inankiîîd 1
wluch preîiared the way for Cliristianity. But if yeu are coinpelied te, admit the
Suedi is Vuearguniiettof iteiiani,wh!b,thiugh greatness of Christ, yuu take your revonge
lie proacunices J esus thegreatest.uf un~I1 th Ve Apestles, whcni y'ou do not hesitate,


