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THE SILENCE OF PRAYER.

It is not necessary to say much to
"God. Often-times one does not speak
much o o friend whom ono is delighted
to see. It is not so much a variety of
thoughts that one sesks in intercourse
with a friend as a certain repose and cor-
respondence of hearts. It is thus we are
with God, who does not disdain o be
-onr tenderest, most cordial, mest familiar
most intimate friend. A word, a sigh, a
sentiment, say all to God.

1t isnotnecesseryalways to have trans-
ports of sensible tenderness; a will ali
naked and dry, without pleasure, is often
purest in the gight of God. Infine, it is
necessary o content one’s self with giv-
ing to Him what_he gives to us to give—
8 gervent heart when 1t is fervent: a heart
firm and faithful in aridity, when He de-
prives it of sensiblo fervour. .

In prayer wespeak to God, but there iz
alaotﬁo silence of prayer. Qur lips ut-
<or no sound, wa cannot find words to ex-
pross the language of the heart, but the
soul still prays. Perhaps we are too
weary in gody or in mind ; perhaps the
brainmay be too utterly exhausted to
frame the petitions we would ask. 8till,
we desiro t0 hold communion with Him
who bids us come to Him when we are
#ired : “Come unto Me, all yo that labour
end are heavy laden, and 1 will give you
!‘08&" - . .

. Thea comes the experience and the
sweotness of the ailence of prayer. Whas
isit?

1. I8is just kneeling down in cur ac-
customsd place and lifting up our hearts
to Him in a wordless petition, which

eaks only in the well of longing dsep

ewn in eur souls.

2. 1t is lotting God speak to us, in our
silence, and listening to His veice. Thero
are memy things He will say to usif we
will only hear Him—deep, sweet, holy
things—comforting things, and thin
that wili draw us away from the world to
follow kim more clozely.

3. It is & time bf great nearness to Jes-
of. Ishenotclose by? Havingfelt the
weakness of our naturs, He draws near
in full sympathy with our weariness.

4, Tt is the time of strengthening. Onr
“atrength is" someotimes “‘to sit still.”
No less do you recoive strength from God
wrhen we sre drinking in silence from
Him who chooses sometimes Himself o
bo “silent in love®’ 50 may we arise from
the silenco of %::zyer invigorated and
strengthened—2Z'he Christian.

A FINE PRAYER.

In the report of tho Sabbath Commit.
teo of Now York we find the followin
prayer, which those who sympathize wi
the offort are asked to uso :

“0 merciful Lerd, who hast in pity to
weary mon gransed them $he rest of the
Sabbath, and hast sanctified that day for
roligious . uses, that men may becomse
fitted for the enjoyment of an
eternal Sabbath : vou.hsafe to all Thy
servants who seek to prémote a due ob-
servence of Thy holy day, such faith and
wisuwom, patience and love, that their
efferts may be crowned with success, .
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.”

ROCKS IN THE CHANNEL,

Dr. Hall's analysis of the dangers to be
avoided in the workings of the present
Sunday-school system is as follows: .

1. Too ‘much.-social conxideration in
the choice of the school teachers: .

2. Appeals to more sordid nature, a8
in Christmas turkey and summer picnics,
*'8. Teachers drawn in as a means of
graoo to them and not to the children.

4. The supemedingAOE the church by
the school in the minds of children. ..

The leaviag by parents of all re-
ligiouns training to the Sunday-school.

6. Side lines receive undue attention
in tho teaching, as in dealing too much
with biography end antiquity instead of
dwelling on leading and saving truths,
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