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Iatioîî as to our exact location, and that'.s a great point,
l>rofessor."

\'ou incanl to dleternincgi the latitL.:le ?
1.xa\ctly."

(n) ou do0 il, l>rofessutr ''' asked a dozen cuirious
voi(.S

IlVes, I thinik so, with reasonable certainty, tou. 'l'lie
stars îwiIl bc Our guide."

Il And cati the stars tell us how far we are froîîi land ?
înquired Ernest IBlake.

''lîcey cati, ily hicarty," sald the captaili, "l î'ith nmv
sextant ami other guides, tliey have becn mv% only mal)
on inany a voyage.

Iloit sec," siid l>roféssor Ballentine, ' tuit, were Wc
at the îîordî pole, thc P>olar star would be diretly over-
hcad. ~~c~eat tic eqluator, the Polar star wouild be
cxactly ai the horizon. Fromn Uic north pole to the
equator ks oîic-fotirtli of the circumifèrencc of the carth,
nmciity dcgrccs. Shotuld %vc go ,îorth one dcgrec, or
sixîy-ninc and thrcc.fourths mtiles, the lPolar star would
risc one dcgrec highcr in Uic heavens. If wc cati devise
ain instrument to measure angles as a sulîstituite for the
Sextant-",

WVhicb I cati do," intcrruptcd ('aptaîn Barr.
"So as to dcterniinc Uic beiglit oi the star iii dcgrccs,"

restumcd the I>rofessor, Il wc %wotld ai oncc know our
latitude, for thc numiber of degrees the star is al)ove
tic horizon is Uic nuniîbcr of degrcss ute arc norti of
the tequator."

I reckon you've got that righît," said Uic captain,
but longitudec, I>rofessor ; that's aîiothcr thiîig,' and

Captain Barr drew out bis old silver watcli. " Voni sec
irun down on Uic island, and wc'vc lost ail reckoning

of lie ; %vithoni that, ai boile gi-vcn point, xc're ail ai
sca."'

Thc Professor siied placidly.
'Is that aIl the trouble, Captain ? Wce cati obviate

that. My Jnrgen.scn chrononicter herc lias not mun dowvn
sincc 1 left San Francisco, for 1 have kept it wound
rcgularly.

Il Anid you eati give thc correct San Franicisco
timne?"'

"I'l'o tlic minutc. At uîiglit we wvill sct tuî> poles tu a
hune wiîlî that sainc Polar star, which is ta find us the
latitude, and thus learni, with considerable accuracy, Uic
cardinal points of tic comipass. 'llie nexi day we will.
b>' tbese pales, dcterniiiîe wvlicn tlic suit is cxactly sotutb,
wbich ivill lic ai noan, a.s it is now near cuîougli tie sol-
stice for littUe variation 10, cxist ; tiien wc wvill note the
différence iii time b)etwveen our place of observation and
San Francisco, and evcry four minutes of tinie will indi-
catc the degrce of longitudc which we arc %vest of San
Francisco. *l'he suit passes, or secmis to pass, over the
thrce bundrcd and sixty degrees of the eartlî's longitude
in twcnty-four liours, and iii one hour over fiftccn de-
grecs, and in four mîinutcs ovcr one degrec, which is Uic
rcason why we divide the difference in minutcs of timce
by four t0 find tie différence of longitude iii degrees."

'Plie boys %verc iiiuch intercstcd in the Professor's
explanation, but the plan he suggested was never carried
out, unforesceui occurrcnces the ensuing day prcventing
ils accomplishunient.

That day, about evening, Ncd was walking along thc
shorc aMonte, secking, as 'vas bis ivont, somne ncw speci-
men for the Profcssor's cabinet of curiosities.

Hc had gouîc (uite a distance along the beadland,
tic tîde hcing out, and ivas cngrosscd in waîclîîng a
litige cral) aii( sert aster. 'lhc curions crcaturc liad ail
kînds of strange places of hiding. Tliere wcerc sumne
large speciuncns at tlic island, and the l>rofessor bad
told of their habits, and referred to, the Birgus latro, or
great cocoanur crab.

'Tbis is one of (lie largest spccics of land-crabs, antd
fceds almiost exclusively oin cocoalinîs, for wbicli ptiiposc
ilsîiî-'avsiarc (levelop)ed t0 extraorditiary Powver,
capable of brcaking a cocoantît shell or a iian's limb.
Althliugli it cluiibs the Ircs, ut docs îlot pull the fruit,
bt féeds upon %vital fails to the groind. %%Vitii ils great
claNvs it tears off the lbusk frontî the nul, and di, select-
iuîg the oule of tlec îbrcc cycspats %vhich is always the
niost easily pîerccd, probs il wvith one of ils legs. ln-
scrting the lcg, il rotatcs the nul tîntil the orific~. is
large eîîotigh ta permit the insertion of ils great claiws
ta break up) the siielI and extract the contents witlî
coîîîfart.

l'ed(iuig oit sncb nutritions diet, the Birgus accumnu-
laies a greai dent of rich fat, î%vlicll yieids sonietiies as
miuch as two pints of oui. Thiis ail, îluickencd in tlîe
suit, forins anl excellent substitute for butter, and is also
a miost excellent anti-corrosive.

I usk came on cre Ncd n'as awarc of it, as lie sat
euigrosse(l iii the iîoî'ciîenîs of the curions creatuire
liefore ini.

Ile sîartcd ta retuirn to the camp, and began 10 work
bisý way back over the rocks.

lie cast a casuial glance seaward as bc rcaclicd the
siootlî beach.

It had grown dark, and lie knew tlîc cvcning niîcal
would l)e ready b>' the tune be reaclicd canîp.

Suiddenly lie startcd and starcd intenîly seaward. A
liglit danced up anîd dowi ont the l)illows.

"A slîip ! a shlîî ! cricd Ncd l)arrow, cxciîedly.

CH-APTE1"R XXVIII.
ON 'li ROCKS.

Ned Darrow did flot lose dîne by lîurrying to the
camnp 10 inforni the otbcrs of lus discovery.

Springing to the place wlîcrc the binnacle lamp bung
hecliastily lit il.

H-e Nvas aniazed wlien he again looked senward, io find
that the liglit lîad disappeared.

He discerned instanîtly the cause of this. The ship,
sailiîîg soutbward, liad passed ont of bis range of vision
lîehind tie lieadland.

Il'l'lie lanip) will not bc seen," be nîurmured, anxi-
ously. "The fîre-wood ! 1 uwusr. signal thetw."

On the beach la>' a biîndlc of lîiglîly-inflamnîable
knoîs of soute resinous wood, piaced tbere pu.posely for
just sucli a contingency as the present one.

Ned sîuing tlîc bundle over bis shoulder.
I-e ticn ran to thie beadland and began clintbing bis

way along its cdire.
WVading and creeping, lic finally reachcd ils farthest

av.ailable po~int.
Il 1 ist swini to the rocks beyoîîd the point," he

dccided, anîd strnck out into the water.
He reaclied ani isolaîed rock i last, and scarned tbe

southerit horizon eagerly.
The lighî lic liad seen ivas again visible.
With bis knife lie scraped dry one of tic welted knots

and applied a mnatch.
Tfli sbîp's supplies had contained a large quanîity of

these useful articles.
Instantly the k'iot blazed up and îgnited others.
1-e piled then ail together, and saw ihecir ruddy glow

eriisouî tbc waters about bim.
Anîid bis excitemient lie dîd not consider lus situa-

lionî or ils poss;ible perids.
His eye itas fastened on that dancing star of light

iii the distance.
Lt seemed to have changed ils course. It cerîainty

%v'as comning again toward the island.
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