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THE PUBLIC DOYAIN.

Que of tho most thoughtfal and practical
papors presanted at tho rocent immigration
convention in Winnipeg was read by Mr.
Hespolor, This paper was published in full
in Tho Commerocial of Jast week, Mr. Hes-
poler, in this paper, mado a vigorous protest
againt the granting of our lands to railways
or other private corporations, claiming that
thoy should bo held for free sottlement. Mr.
Hospolor's remarks in this connectivn striko &
responsive chord in TheCommersial. About
five years ago this journal, sn a series of arti-
oles, started an agitation agpinst the alien-
ation of our publiclands in this way. These
articles attracted considerable attention at
the time, and many of tho ieading papers of
Eastern Canada not only reproduced them in
whole or in part, but also devoted editorial
spaco to tho mattor, Tho efforts of The Com-
mercial were vigorously seconded by The
Woeek, of Toronto, The Merchant's Magazine
and Financia! Review, of Montreal, and
many other leading journals. Now that an
immigration association hasbeon formed here,
it shoald be one of the duties of this associa-
tion to take up this question. The articles
published in The Commercial .years azo are
as applicable to the situation now as they
ware then, and as fresh astention has baen
called to the matter, we take.the liberty of
reproducing the following article, which ap-
peared under the heading ** Dissipating the
Pablic Domain,” iz The Commercial of
September 21,1891 :

A return brought down at Ottawa last
week, showed that the vast amouns of 42,000,-
000 nores of land in Manitoba and the terri-
tories has been granted to railways, and still
the iniguitous poticy goes on. The majority
of people will pass over this without
realizing what it actuslly means,
Comparison is therefore nocessary to show the
enormity of tho evil which has already been
inflicted upon Western Conada, by thissuicid-
al policy of dissipating the public domsin in
this manner. ‘I'he entire provincs of Mani-
toba contains a superficial land area of 41,-
002,240 acres, including swamps, muskegs, or
other land upfic for cultivation. A
considerable portion of this 41,002,240 acres
is unfis for cultivation, whereas a large por-
tion of the land granted to the raiiways has
been she pick of the conntry. These figures
must prove a startling revelation to those
who have not given the matter c. asideration
heretofore. Ivisindeed time to cry s halt in
this business of granting the pablic domain
to private corporations, Just think of it!
One million acres more than the ontire super-
ficial land aves of the province of Manituba,
has already been granted to railways, and in
the face of this but a smatl portion of the
country has been supplied with railways.
Take a m~p of Maunitoba and divide the pro-
vinte into three parts of equal size, by draw-
ing lines across the map from east o west,
and what will you ind? Tho raliways will
bo all in the onuvsouthern division. Thetwo
northern divisions will be without railway
communication whatever, (o westward into
tho terntories and tho proportion of county
now served by rails vsiseven less. Ifland
grants are to continue urtil all parts ave
opened up by raiiway, at thosams provortion-
ato rate thav it has in the past, there will not

be land onough in tho entire country to
satisfy the railways, Tho railways will own
all the land and will still be unsatisfied,

The timo has come wben a vigorous and
unanimous demand should coms from the
‘West that not another acre of the public do-
main b3 granted to auy private corp.ration.
It is nonsunsse to talk about their being plonty
of land. A large portior i3 reserved for
school purposes, the Hudson’s Bay Comipany
nas a nice little slice of 7,000,000 acres. bo-
gides other landed monopolies of one kind
and another, to say nothing of tho large aree
held by pnivate speculators. Theso leads
already withdrawn from the public domain
are largely the pickaund chaice of the country.
When tho water surface. and lands not valu-
able for agriculture are counted out, the por-
tion of the public domain still undisposed of
will not be so large as is gonerally supposed.

Bat it makes no diference what amount of
land remsaius, the grantiog of lands to cor-
porations or private speculators is iniquitous
in principle. Ware tho yuautity of land ten
times g3 great as it is, there would stinl bo
evory reason for denouncingtha policy. The
public lands should ba held for the people.
There is no use ia trying to encourago sottle-
ment and then following up a policy which
wil] effectually block it, There is nouse in
squandering money to bring in immigraunts,
and then adop? a policy of creating huge land
monopolies, to drive the settlers out of the
country, Tho recent coensus returns ware
not satisfactory in point of increase in our
vopulation, They indicate thatsome changes
in our public policy are necessary to encour-
age settlemenv and induye our people to
remain at home. The management of the
puablic domain is one of the matters which
should bs gonsidered and reformed to this
end. Ea-tern Canada is interested 1n the
settlement of the West. Businesspeople there
look 1n this direction, to fiad s market for
their manufactures and to exstend their busi-
ness. The people of tho east should therefore
bestir themselves. as well as those of the
West, in demanding a cessation of land grants
at once.

It seams strange that this land quesiion has
been allowed to slide along as it has. Daring
the past few years The Comme cial has sever-
al times reised a warning voice, but the people
of the West evidently fail to comprehead even
to & slight extent the enormity of the interest
at stake and the terrible evil which has been
fastened upoun tho country. It is to be hoped
that the figires given above will comeasa
ravelation to tho poople, and that such'a de-
mand will be made as will effectually stop
this evil policy. ,

Not only should the custom of grauting
lands ceasp at once, but an effort shonld be
made to repair sume of the injary alresdy
done. In cases wlere corporations have not
earned the lauds granted them, they should
be held strictly to the conditions upon which
the grant has baen given, and any failare to
{fulfit these conditious should result in every
case in the forfeiture of the lands. Ifinsome
cases it might seem unduly harsh to deprive
some corporation of a land grant, soms equi-
valent substitute might begiven, butin every
case the land grant should bo forfeited. An
effort should aiso be made to indace some of
these corporations to relinquisk their land
for gome other consideration or concession,
It would pay the government to buy back the
lands, rather than havasuch an evil inflicted
upon the country.

Of tho vast amount of public money granted
to ba exgouded upon railways in Canada, nono
of it has cometo Manitoba and the territories.
It has beon expended upon eastern rozds,
while the people of the Wast have had to pay
their share of the debt meurred (and more
than their share on accous of the discrimina-
tion against the West res~'ting from the
tariff) from this railway expenditure. Bat
when it comes to & western rond theland is

given away and thoe evii {s fastonod upon tho
people. Lot an efiort at onco bo mado to
cheok this polioy, which will in the future
prove disastrous to tho country."

WATER ROUTE 10 HUBSBN BAY,

The Inscussion of tho bill beforo pariiae
ment to grant a charter to & company to opon
o waterway to Hudson bay, has drawn attons
tion to the question of tho feasibillty of such
an enterprise. 8o far as Tho Commorolal s
aware, nu very roliable information has yot
beon gathored upon vhis question. [fs watos.
way suitable oven for barges could bo oponed
batweon Winnipeg and Huadson bay, it would
certainly bo a wmost desirablo thing to hava
carried out. A waterway botweon tho grain
fislds of Manitoba and Hudson bay would be
worth millions to the country. Bion the
knowledge that such & routo.could Yo os-
tablished at a reasonablo cost, would be an
advantage to Manitoba, as it would bo &
buoyant hepe for the future of tho country.
Such a route would put Manitobs in s splon.
did position, so far as trunsportation Is cune
cerned, in competing in tho markets of tho
world. It would place us in as good a posl.
tion as the most favored countrics among
thoso now producing breadstuffs for export,
The knowledge that such a routs woro foast.
ble and would likely boopened in tho future.
would encourage those who aro now hero and
assist in inducing others to como hore,

In view of thevast importanceof this mattor,
an effort should be made to induce tho Do-
minion government to make & roagh survey
of the routs, with & view to seouring sonis
reliable information apon the subjeot, If the
Dominion would ne> meke a proliminary
survey of tho route, the Manitoba govorn-
ment might be induced to sond a practioal
enginecr over the route, with tho objoot of
securing some official information in tho
metter. Asthe Winnipeg board of trado has
already taken some action in rogavd to the
granting of a charter to tho company, it
might be within the sphere of tho board to
esk for a survey of the route. Tho matter
is one ot such vast importance to Manitoba,
that it would be exceedingly interesting, and
indeed valuable, to know that the proposed
enterprise could be carried out at a reasone
able cost,

THE NUABANTINE REGULATIONS.

Further proof iscontinually coming up of
the almost insuperable barrier to immigration
from the south which is raised by tho quar-
antine regulations. Speaking in the Maui.
toba Legislature the other dey Capt. Johan.
naon said that many settlers would come in
from Dakota bat for thelive stock quarantine
regulations.

Capt Johaunasonisa represontativo Ioelend.
erand he referred in theseremarkstotho Ico-
landic colonies in Dakota. Thoao Icolandors
would mako excellent sottlors and it would to
greatly to our interest to secure thom, if thoy
could bo induced to come here  Tho Icoland-
ers in Manitobs have gone iatn distriots
which were passed over by other sottlora,
‘They do not search over tho country for tho
pick and choice of tho land and thoy havonot
" objected to taking hold of tho bush or sorub
' districts, to locate their farms, Thoy are a




