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MANITOBA WHEÂT GRADES.
lur seems likelv tlîat the government will

take a sensible viev of the inatter and refuse
te interfere at the bliest of those %%,ho are de-
manding changes iii the mode of ]laii(llili

and iuspecting Manitoba wheat. To imiake
any changes in the ini ddlle of the sea-son,
wotuld certainly work s;eriniî imjiî'vy to the
trade and derange the entire blusiness for the
balance of the crop yeir. If any changes
are really necessary, it NvilI is' touie enomîgli
te introduce themn by the tiimne the mext crop
is ready foir market. Sox far' asý mixing is
concermîed, there is unidoubtedlv less reason
for complaint this year than ii most previoins

years . The quality of the crup .,s
higli this year, that even Nvith otlîeî grades
mixed iii, the average quiality wnill still lie
above the regulai No. 1 standard,
and so lonmg as the Nîvheat is equal
to or atbove the standard, nu ((ne lias
any reasonable cause foir (onplaint. It is
worthy of notice that eastern-i parties who
dlaim te have sulfered tlirough being furmîish-
ed witli mixed wheat when tliey ]ad purchas
ed No. 1 liard, hiave not asked for an investi-
gation. They have (lune lots of talking, but
they have takemi o action to verify their
assertions, If any eastern biayer is
f urnislied. b % a 'Manitoba shipper,
witli wvleat below the standard, tic inspection
act pruvides for a simaple and speedy mneans of
redress. Su long as these parties wvlo objeet
te the grading of M1%anitoba wheat, refuse to
avail tliemselves ((f the nieans of redress for,
wheat supplied under gradle, tlieim agitation
must lie regarded as pruceedimg fromn other
motives tiami that of real imposition iii sup-
plying wlmeat under grade. The prouf of the
pudding is in the eating of it, and if the
wlieat is not up te grade, it is an easy matter
to secure redress. Wlien 110 action is taken,1
we must decide that nu wheat helow the
standard lias been supplied by Manitoba
shippers, in fil ing orders for No. 1 liard.

As regares smutty wheat, it is unreason-
able to object te tlie cleaning of sucli wlieat.
0f course farmers are largely to lilame for
having smnutty wheat, but this, is nu reason
wliy an effort should iiut lie miade to liandle
this class of w'ieat to the best advantage, su
as to enalile the farmier te realize as mucli as
possible for lis grain. Soîne have said:
" Let the fariner Who gruows smutty wheat
stand the iconsequences."~ We think, lioî'%-
ever, that this is pour reasun ing. Wliile the
farier sliould be warnied against growing
smutty grain, at the saine tiine it is
onlly îight for shippers to tm'y to iandle suci
graini so as te met as muchas possible for those
wlio are su unfortunate as to have it.

The Manitoba imnspection system provides for
twu classes of smutty wieat, nainely: No. 1
and No. 2 rejected. Nu. 1 rejected
iq chioice wheat, not badly smutted,
but not fit for tic regular grades liy re-
asoii of the presence of soi-e smnut. M'lien
this grade is tlioruugl]y cleamîed before the
sînut is inucli lirokenl, it should lie good

enougli foi7 the high grades. To refuse such
wheat a grade above No. 3, would entait a
serious loss uipon the farmers whose xvheat
cornes in this class.

ABOVE EXPORT VALUE.
X ery littie Duluth No. 1 liard wheat is I--

i ng exported. The reason for this is that it
is being p)iirchased for home inilling piurposes
at considerably above export values. The
supply of hard wheat iii the United States is
lirnited, and the miost of it is Ný-anted at home
forin ixing witli the softer wheats, to obtain
a stro(ng flour. If Manitoba wheat could go
into) the United States free of duty, su it
could lie used there for milling, it wouild be
of some value to the producers of Manitoba,
a-, Maiiitoba wvleat %vould then lie placed on a
par witli Dumluthi; thougli possibly tlie effect
of the admittance of Manitiitoba wheat would
reduce liard wheat prices in the United States,
to an export basis, owing to the increased
supply whicli wouldl then lie available. Be
this as it miay. it is evident that Duluth wheat
at the moment lias a sliglit advantage
ovem' Manitobia wheat, owing to the fact
that it hma been selling above an export basis,
un account of the home m-illing demand,
îi'ile the .Manitobia wýheat, no-, laving as

keen demand at home, lias been selling at
export pricos. Thli last statement of the
M %,inn esota Railroad and Warehoiuse comn-
mission shows that T)uluith wlieat sold in
England recently at 4 cents, per hushel uinder
relative Duîluth prices. On October 22, in
Etigland, 16,M00 bushels of No. 1 liard
Jilti wheat sold at equallto about 6i71 cents.
On tlie saine day tlie quotation for the same
grade atDuilutli was 581,cents or equal to about
72e delivered in London, sliowing an apparent
loss of about 4 cents per bushel. Follow,%ing
shows, tlie price of wlieat iii Duiltth on
October 22, îv-ith. the cost of melivery in
London :
Price No. 1 hard in Dulotli Oct. 22. .825
Dulutli elevator charges ............. .(X)85
Lake freiglit and insurance, iDaluth to

Buffalo ........................ i.)350
Buffalo elevator charg-es, etc .......... .0100
Canal freiglit and insurance Buiffalo to

New York ..................... 0 300
New York elevator charges ........... .150l
Ocean freiglit and insurance, Neî' York

to London ..................... 08o25
Loss in weiglit, Duluth to London...0050

Cost delivered iii London ............. 7185
Actual sale in London for 22s 7 Id per

qr of 480 lbs (or 67Zc per bu).. ... 6788

Apparent loss on transaction nearly 4c .0397
A later statement furnished by the Min-

nesota Commission, reports a sale on October
29 of 8,000 bushels of No. 1 liard Duluth iii
London, at 22s (id per quarter, equal to 67J
cents per hushel. The commission also re-
ports that 8,000 bushels of No. 1 Manitoba
liard sold on the samne (lay, on the saine terms
and at the samne price as ivas obtained for the
Duluthi grade.

Witli Duluthi wlieat selling as miucli as 4
cents per bushel above export values, it is
qjuite evidenit that any difference iii price
between Manitoba and Duluthi wlieats of
the same grade, in United States markets, is

not owing to any difference in quality, but
rather to the fact that the home milling de-
mand is tahing the Duluthi wheat at above ex-
purt prices, while the Manitoba wlieat, being
subject to the duty. can pass tlirougli the
United States only iii bond, and muist lie ex-
ported. The latter mîust therefore lie sold at
export prices.

INDliN HEMP.
The Indian liemp, a textile plant of some

valute, which lias been fouindgrowing wild iii
Manitoba. near Roumthwaite, as described in
previons issutes of The Commercial, is te lie
tested at the Manitoba experimental farm.
The folloNving letter lias been received from
Mr. B3edford, manager of the far-m:

Editer Commercial-I notice your article
iii last weeks issue on the Indian Hemp, if you
-,ill kindlly send mie some of the seed, 1 shail
lie pleased to give the plants a test.

Yours truly,
S. A. BEDFORD.

It is to lie lioped the plant wiIl prove valu-
alble under cultivation. It is understood te,
be uised iii Rtussia te sonie extent, for its fibre.

EDITORIAL NOTES.
INSURANCE rates have been advanced in

Winnipeg 25 per' cent. This is an onacome
of the recent fires. which showed some weak
points iii the civie fire departmnent. There is,
liowever, nu greater reason for the advance
than there lias been for years. W'inniteg,
ail things considered, lias been a good invest-
ment for the companies, but they seem averse
te meeting witli a loss, and evidently intend
to make it up l)y the increase of rates.

Till'E Young Liberal Club of Toronto lias
been debating the question of law reform, and
as a resuit the Ontario governiment wiii lie
asked to appoiont a commission, composed of
four judges and three laymen, to report as te
the best metliod of securing reform. If the
movement Ieads te, the accomplishment of any-
thing iii the direction indicated, it will lie a
matter for satisfaction. To the iay mind,
there appears te lie abundant room for law
reform, in the direction of reducing tbe cost
of litigation, and aiso in expediting and symn-
plifying the mode of procedure. The intro-
duction of the principle of arbitration more
generally in settling disputes is perliaps as
grçatly to lie desired as, is a movement for
law reform.

THE price of wlieat during October, iii
England. averaged the lowest on record.
During 1893, the lowest price reaclied was 25
shillings per quarter (eight bushels), whicli
ivas tlie average price for the inonth of Mardi,
in last year. The October average this year
was 17s 10d per quarter. Elsewliere in this
issue we publish a table from the London
Miller, sliowing the monthly averege of wheat
in England for sevenl years. The prices given
are for home-grown English wlieat. The
very inferior quality of the English crop this
year. on account of damage from rain will
perliaps accounit te some extent for the very
low range of prices, but this is only une

(Continued on page 262.]
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