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COMMERCIAL UN~ION PROPOS)ALS.
,ite announcenient whlicii c.wign front,

W~ashinigton i rt-untly concernîing tiai ques-
tion of commercial uniot. botweeni this
country andi tlio Unitedi States, lias occa-
sioned quite a surprise to the people of
this country. .Just wvhat lias 'ed to the
suddeu change of front on titis question
at WVashington, it is of course impossible
to determine, without an intiniate kiow.
ledge of the iiiward workitngq of the
political machine at the capital of the
Repulic. Canadians ha¶ve been tolti over
andi over again, throughi the press andi by
the public meti of the United States, that
the aliegeti ativantages of free commercial
intercourse witli our neighibors could onuy
corne through the mxediumn of political
union. It is tîterefore a surprise to learn
that a resoulution in fayoi of comnmercial
union has been favorably considered at
WVashington. The coînrnittee on foreign
affairs reported unaniînously iii favor of
the commercial union resolutions, anti
subsequently the resolutions were passet
by the House.

After the ffrequent deciarations that
political union wvas the ouly door to free
commercial intercourse betwepn this coun-
try andi the Unitedi States, the suddeit
change of front would lead to the infer-
ence that sornc secret influence lias been
at wvork to cause this change. It bas been
a popular nîistake in the United States
for the past quarter of a century alrnost,
to believe -tat access to the markets of
the United States was actually neçessary
to the existence of Canada. Actin- on
this belief, our neighbors have* i:nagined
that by closing up their markiets to our
products, they would force this country
into a political union with them. But
after many years, the prospects that
Canada wvill be forceti into the union in
this wvay, do not appear any nearer real-
ization than they wvere at the tre the
olti reciprocity treaty was abolished. In-
stead of dwindling away, this country has
steadily adivancedi iii wealth and prosper-
ity, quite in k-eeping with any other part
of the continent.

It niay be, therefore, that the political
leaders in the Vinit cd States have corne to
the conclusion that they will bc obliged tc,
adopt a new policy in order to hring about
a political union betwcen the two couti-

tries. If this is the case, they are cor-
tainly on a botter truck than whilo pur.
suing the old policy. If tîte representa-
tive o n of the Unitedi States have de-
cideti that Canada can get along 'vitîtout
free trado witlî their country, tlîey wvill nt
once recognizo that a policy of exclusive-
ness wo-dd be entirely wrong, so far as the
encouragement of political union is con-
ccrned. The encouragement of the very
fullest measure of commercial andi social
i-itercourse wvould certainly seem to be the
correct policy to pursue to ia.prove the
prospects of political union. If a f riendly
amtalmamuation of the two great English
speaking nations of this continent is to
corne, it will ho brought about by the
influencri of the very freest international
intercourse.

There may be another reason for
the change in polizy at Washington.
l'lie people of tlîe United States have
always talked as thougli Canada only
would bc benofitteti by freer trade inter-
course between the two countries. Re-
ceiàrly,thowvever,trade papers in the Unitedi
States have been giving, soine attention to
trade returns betwveen their country andi
Caniada, andi they have learned that Can
ada is oxie of their very best customers.
In spite of all the artificial barriers wvhich
have been built up oni both sides of the
bounidary, trade between the two counitries
lias stea(hily anti repidly increaseti, and
tlîjbanatce bas not always been favorable
to Canada. On the contrary, the figures
of exports to andi imnports from the Unitedi
States ito this country, show a very large
balance in favor of the United States. It
may therefore be talien for granted that
the United States have quite us much to
gain as Canada, frorn the encouragement
of trade intercourse. For ;"he fiscal year
ended June last, exports from this country
to the United States were valueti at
,342,572,000, andi imnports from the Unitedi
States, $53,343,425. The som1iwhat un-
expecteti declaration at Washington iu
favor of commercial union may, therefore,
have been to some extent brouglit about
by the discovery that the policy would
not be a bati one for the 'Unitedi States.

IVithout at present discussing the sup-
poseti advantag,,_ of commercial uni on, or
eniquiring into the feasibility of the pro.
posaIs, it is quite probable that the pro-
posais will be favorably received boy a great
maiiy in Canada. The people of Canada
are almost pledged to aliberal tratie policy
concerning *the Unitedi Statez-, anti if we
rencnber correctly, our own National

Policy wvas designeti to force the United
States into free trade witli us. Tho *N. P.
lias been a slow medicine, but these coin-
mnercial union proposaIs may indicate that
it is niow bPginning to operate. The
Liberals in Canada, who inay bo.saiti to
bave already adopteti the commercial
union platform, wilI likely finti it a vsery
valuable card to holti, shoulti it take more
definite forni by the time another general
election cornes arounti. Heretoforeo the
or pon 1ents of commercial union coulti say
that it wvas useless to make the question
an. issue in our political contests, as the
Unitedi States woulti neyer accppt the
scheîne. B ut now the situation is entirely
altereti, anti certainly to the ativantage of
the Liberals. With commercial union
squarley before the country, as it wilI
probably be at the next general election,
a very sharp conteat may be Jooketi- for.
(Jovernmnent orgaus evidently recognize
this, for alri-ady a bitter opposition to the,
recent commercial union proposaIs
froin Washington bas been shown hy
Conservative papers aIl over the country,
on the lino that it is simply annoxation in
tiisguise, anti an invitation a la the spidier
to the fly.

TUIE COST 0F BORUSINU.
In Canada every now and again a

regular epitierie of bonus.cyranting breaks
out la some section of the country. lIn
the province of Onitario the bonusing of
railways andi industries lias been carrieti
on at times to a reekless extent, by
municipal corporations, and some towns.
have suffereti severely front burdensome
taxation, broughit a.bout by the bonus
system. To queh an extent lias bonusing
been carrieti on in Ontario, that the.
Legislature of that province very wisely
passeti an act some time ago intendeti ta
greatly restrict the evil, for sucli it hati
ccrtainly becomt.. Aniong other features
this Ontarlo act provideti that no bonur
shoulti be granteti with the object of
inducing the re..moval of an industry
already established, to soue other point;
certainly a very reasonable proviso. - .

In Manitoba bonusing lias been carrieti
on to quite an extent, and flot infre-qucat
ly with very unsatisfactory results, as we
ahl know very well. There seems, how-
e ver, to be a fascination about this
bonusing business which ke- ps the system
ln vogue, ln spite of gooçl argumente for
its discontinuance. From the lessons
receiveti in the past, how.ever,, there is-not.
.the saine dangers now from. excessive


