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THE COMMERCIAL,

General Notes.

Tut ranchmea of the far wes* propose form.
ing & stock-raisers association,

Moosom1x residents talk of giving a bonus for
the erection of a tlour wmitt at that plaze,

Witsox & CaRKICK are erecting a new build-
ing for their wagon and bleckamithing business
at Brandon.

Avrras McLray, of the Rossin House,Calgary,
has fallen heir to an estate in Scotlaud, valued
at §100,000.

TieE poles for the new telegiaph line between
Edmonton and Fort Saskatchewau, will cost
£1.50 per pole, delivered.

Mavyor Mtnbocn, of Calgary, has had u levy
of distress placed upon goods in his store, in
default of the payment of a fine.

Mr.Revre, of Regina, inteads bringing with
him fiom Russia some black sheep, frowr whose
hides are made almost vhe very best coats and
hate,

Tux totul amount of the claim of the Bell
Farmiug Company against the Govermment for
trausport se.vices during the recent rebellion
‘was about §34,000.

Tue Dominioa Government has decided to
supply the needy settlers of Prince Albert aad
vicinity with sced grain, and are calling fo
tenders to supply the same.

A rorof goods intendad to have been deliv.
ered in Battleford for tise holidays ounly arrived
last week, much tothe disappointment of both
importers and intending buyers.

A BILL has been introduced in the New York
legislature forbidding telepbone companies to
cbarge over $18 2 mouth in cities of over 500,-
000 inhalitants, or &7 i cities of less populs-
tion.

RenouT says it has been definitely decided by
the M. & N. W. Railway company to build the
road to the Assiuaboine next summer, a distance
of forty miles. It i3 more thau likely too that
fifty mites will be completed.

Mr W, F. Wisos has purchased 250 feet of
frontage on Rosser Avenue, Braudon, between
8th and 9th sts., paying about $2,000 the -efor.
He iatends putting up a building in the spring
to better accoinmodate his furniture busiscss.

THEe Portage la Prairic Farmers' Mutual Ia-
surance Co. has 393 policies i force, represeat.
ing an amount of $427,441.  The losses during
the year numbeied two, one of which was
caused by hightring, the total amounting to
$159.

A rusric meetiog has been held in Wappela
to discuss the advisability of erecling a grist
mill. A scheme for forming a joint stock com-
pany with a capital of §15,000 i shares of §30
each was unanimously acdopted. Shares to the
amountof §2,330 were subscribed forin the
town.

Tue Ontario and Manitoba :ni.lway give not-
ice of an amendnent to treir application to
Pariament as to cnable then to change the
name of the company to the Ontario, Minnesota
and Manitoba Railway with power w cros
Rainy River by meany of a bridge into the
United States,

Tur distance from the present cud of the M.
N. track at Solsgirth to the western boundary
of the provinces is 40 miles. The Engineers of
the Compaay ure expected to begin imwrediate-
ty to permanently locate tho voad weetward,
Two new town sites witl statiou grounds have
been secured 3 oue at Balperine, at Silver
Creek crossing, the ather st (he crosaing of the
Assinaboine.

Trs yearz ago a standerd car load on all fivet
class railroads was 20,000 lbs, the weight of
cocs being 20,500 Ihs,  In 1881, the load on
most roads had fnereased to 40,000 s, but the
weigitt of the cor had increased to only 22,000
Ibs. ‘The master car-builders of the Pennsyl.
vania railroad bave now adopted cars to carry
60,000 lbs, while the weight of the cars will be
very littlo increased.  Tustead of hauling more
than 1 1b of car to 1 1h of freight, nearly 31bs
of freight can sow he bacled for 11b of cur,
The substitution of steel for iron rails has made
tne change possible.

Tur Auaual Report of the Committee of the
Scoteh fron Tride Association of the produe-
tion, consumption, exports and stocks of Scotch
Pig-Trou for the past year is not so encouraging
as anticipated, the increase of stocks in Scot-
laud heing larger than ever, the actual increase
being 163,320 tone, which briugs out a diserep.
ancy of 66,354 toue, but this showing is partly
owing to complete returns of the production
and stocks having this year been reccived from
the iron masters whercas tor four years previ.
ously these were only estimated.  his revela.
tion was a general surprise and caused a fall of
aboat 10d. per ton in the price of warrants.

Tue grain trade of Montrea during 1885
compared favorably with that of 1884, tac total
receipts of all kinds amounting to 12,214,070
Lus, azainst 12,066,004 for the corvesponding
period in 1884, showing au increase of 147,066
bus.  The total shipments of graiu of all kinds
were 10,718,891 bus, against 9,729,770 bus for
1884, being an increase of 1,019,121 bus,  The
receipts of flonr, however, show quite a falling
off, the aggregate for the past year being $00,-
758 Lbls, against 1,152,789 bbis for 1884, show-
ing a decrease of 332,000 bbls. The shipments
have also decreased 164,593 bbls, from 844,019
blLls in 1884 t0 679,426 bbls during the year
just closed.

A Toronte report says that the 18S5 Larley
crop of Canada was short fully 3,000,000 bus.
in yield and 2,200,000 bus of that raised was
only fit for feed.  In consequence of what was
rupposed to be an approaching war with Russia,
the Canadian farmer put his fields largely into
wucat, which accounts for their short barley
crop. Their wheat, however, turned ont poor-
Iy, the price was low, and had it not been for
the barley crop they would have done badly
enough. The prices they have received have
been satisfactory and they have marketed free-
ly, so wmuch go, in fact, that their supplics now
on hand are small.  Canada had an unusually
la:ge trade with St. Louis this scusor, sclling
a1 ge amounts to the brewers.

Tuere ave probably few people who have a
very correct idea as to the exact cize of the
Rlood «nd Peizan vescrves, or tho uummbars of
the Tudians, The area of the Blood Reserve is

417,000 acres, and that of the Peigaa Reserve
180,000 acres. 1o total number of Indians {4
Treaty number 7, which includus the Bloods,
Pecigans, Blaclfeet, Sarcees and Stonies, is
6,417. ‘The Bloods are from twelve to twenty-
five miles south of McLeod ; the Peigans about
ten miles west ; the Blackfeet about ninety
wmiles north ; the Sarcecs niacty-five miles
northwest, and the Stonies about 130 miles
northwest. [u the eveat of an outhreak, sup
pose that all these Indians took part, there
would be sonething lihe 800 worriors. Wken
it came to equipment, the number who would
be fully armed would probably only amount to
half of the above 800. ‘I''is number might
again be doubled by recruits from the other
side of the line. We doubt if an outhreak
among the southern Indians would put mach
more thaa 1,000 warrioss in the field, exclusive,
of course, of any northern ludiaus who might
join in the uprising.
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New [nventions.

Wiile auy busiaess is liable to be benefitud,
no trade is safe fror the revolutious bronght
about by new inventions. Theoretically, the
inveution and use of the bicycle is a direct slap
at the saddle and herness trade, although it
may ot have practically done much dumage,
because the use of the bicycle takes the place of
both horseback riding and driving, and the
saddle of the bivyele is too insignificant to cut
any figure io trade. Now comez 2 man and
invents an artificial horse, not one that will
saort and rip around, and  kick and buck Jike
the liviog animal; in fact, he does not move out
of his tracks, except a sort of straight up and
down, “marking time” motion, but stili some.
thing that cau allow a saddle and be riddea.
The object of the imvention is o furnish a
movement to the body of the rider, similar to
the Pealthful exercise imparted by riding 2
horse, for those who ure physically incapaciat-
ed from indulging in the regular method of
riling Tne exercise is highly recommended
by physiciuns, and as the saddle ased is the
regulation kind, it ought to receive the endorae,
ment of the saddlery men.
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Tremendous Stock of Apples.

Latest advices from Chicago are to the effect
that she slocks in that city are unprecedentedly
Ierge, as holders there estimuto that the ac-
cumulations aggregate Letween 150,000 and
200,000 Lbls, for which there is comparztively
no demand. Dealers state that their disposal
is a conundrum very diflicult tosolve, as holders
claim they have only 60 days more to scll them
in. Que Chicago firns sent mea shrouga the
country last week to secif a few could not be
placed, but at theend of six d.ys not a sle
had been effected.  Another firm shipped small
quantities to outside towns on commission, but
very little of the fruit can be got rid of evenin
that way. Another difficulty with holders is
that a large portion of the supply will not be
keep over iwo months.  Prices in Chicago are
quoted at §1.50 to §2.25 for choice Northern
Spics, and peddlers stock at 73 to $1.10 per
bbl,— Ex,




