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A BIJNCH 0F VIOLETS.

('IIAPI'ER I.

"Whlat's to bo te color of yuur drese-, Miss 8,utt f* Iied înqtutrcit, tillnk-
in- no doubt of Couvent Gnrden.

44 Iîii-exuleau bluo."
"Takiig color irorntoi ecînIîso'trl be ~niîgV hoquotes

seuitiincstjt:ttty. luuking int oyca whici wverts corL-inily îi..Lt -1 zîado for e:îrnest
gruig"bluo as îhoy ilny ho.

..Clloîo oo, Frcd; 'v hîl olIefrdnut 8îd hiiu nva, Allio;
voii'II ]lave lots of dits te flirt, on Friday oreniug. Goudl.hy, îny dear. nit
inid v'ou writo down tu Yittteuden for vour dress. '111l >.et you nt Maîdame

Crouhloîîi's lu :uurrow. Farewell titi %;a ineet again 1"
An heur later, %viie tuan engaged in deiolisiîing MiY aoliî:îrv chicken,

1 lîcar voice8ovorlicatl - high uverhîcaîtl-Mrs.waucllolîos voico nsi anotiter,
and thon a ciielcas boyish 1nh glance nt nty cloged (100; nt tho greîit
empty silent rooîin, nt than chair by tho, tire whoere 1 shall presely tryý' <o
whito naîy theto est of the evening with tho nid of a ilish of alrnionds nuit
raisins andi Octaîve Feuillet. lluw loncly il, looks l low wearies:nu st %vIll
bo withoîît a voice tu break tiso silence ! 1 nvy peuple %iseo ]lave uther peu-
ple to talk to-I enivy Mus. willchopo-I cnvy Matry Anne. TI'hat hoy's

latugh is an olfense to nie-ino, who have notiming, te iaike ii. laîîgh.
Yes lie nîîu.Lt bc as Ioncly as I nu, up thero at tise topi utf house. The

evoniu-6 inust recul just as drenry and long te liîîî as Jioly du lu site. NuL
a bit of it ! Ileforo 1]l avo linisties my dinner, 1 livar Iiiîî iun down stairî,
cross tito hll, and! go ont at the front door. On the doorstep lu liait eâ 1
moment Io lighît a match, sud thon ho0 walkis awny downi Ille sîreel îjuackly,
as tliongh lie kucw whle lie 'vas ,ui, and is «'Ind tu gos.

It isgood Io lie a man, 1 think. a littie bitteriy, as 1 ]eau b.ick in miv
liaxnîock--chQir aud stretcli out ir.y li.6tid lazily fur ai ilsnnd. IIowjlcasant,

iL wouid be if Icouis put on nsy Newxinarkýot fluwl aissislIly out tutu lthe
gayly-ithis:inatel strcet-io Luit tiientor perliats, or Io mnet and chat %vitît
a friend ' But, instead cf that, 1i munit sit hierouioer tihe fire, reaina. bouk
1 knov hy liert and iiiiimchimg .iimouds nuit raisins.

"Wlo weut out 1" 1 a.sk Mary Anne, as sho foldï lit tie tablc-cloth.
"Tho Cotut," Mary Anne auswors laconicalty.
Diocs bc go out overy oningi1"

11Mostly-îe the opera or soiuc-tlin-."
"Viere was lit guiug this eveningi" 1 nelk carelussiy.

"To a dance," Mary Anne auswcrs vaig.zuiy. "Andi ho do look wvoll
whc.im biîos dresscd for tho ovcin,"sh adds, with route lighîting lip ut lier
stolisi countenance "lThe iitrms toid hii eo jîs6t, noir on lthe un.

Ttint iras whitait mnade Iiirn laîusgh. MVlînt a carelesa young htugit it
was! It rings in niy ears.9titi. To drive il away 1 tlîrow doiu ily book
and go tu tîte piano. A Iiiece of nmusic lies on the caýrlbet ; 1 laku it up and
set at open on the desk bofoir nie. It iù a song-ii favorite utie of mine--
"lTho Cross- lto:da "-ansi 1 play tho prelude drearnity, litsgeriug ovor ench
fainilimir ciiord lu the days te corne I inay wonder vaguely whiat led isu le
gin- tii song to-night. On tu tho very lasL verso, 1 bixmg i thiongli-

tVas 1 sit isiade for loint? W'o luved etcli i«tier.
Vet Iate gave Isita one roid, and nie sîsoiler !

C1IAPTEL Il.

CoxEu tpstaur.q, asdP tl'i,% hw ou his new îîicture."'
"flnt li0 UtaV not cure- lu litVO Me Sec Ilt I)ICtlTrO, Mm. NVaticlsjo."
"Bo'lI npver know. nuvything about it. lic doesn't knoir vou aro iu th

hiouso."
"That inake-3 no difl'erencc," 1 sav, iiiv srmisc of inttegrity bcilig, Iuîî,urell

il>. no imîsto for inyluda'.
1 a:îùsitting unt lthe table in the Mîiddleocf th- roin finishing, iy break.

r.,.b. It iie o:ctock, ammd i coot gleani of Nlirci sustiolglts up in~
bi dng duî îg-oon.mmakngtieancientcarl)ct ini cttamswhîi havi

faded iiito nu indescribable abhtte betwecn slrub undi dtst culor-look stil
moreO anCiCnt,ud glcamîîing briglutiy ou thobreugkfusît-tble, ou thic un sardin
box, on the knives aud fork, on MnY silver shai-frI have drawu Ili4
blinds up û te luit of te xvndcý,.wa that 1 Miay feel t-yen that vague tin

aaifcoy bit of stnshinc on uny face. Mly l.;n4ll.tty la sfanding epposil
te me, on Ille aller Bide of the table- n fsaliew coînipcxiomed voinn ia
" frilt-d go;-vn of black luaser. -mils purj _-. ribbons in lier black net cap '111
" purpie knitod.irhut Lied bchind with wtoolni iassols.

1le %v.iiiicd lu know insm morning if tlie dratwig-'rciuîî% ris takou,
Mms 'Watchlsuî sip, luhing sis lier sauent fasion. I tld hiithe W10'ier

-ya lady of a certain nge froul the counrv. Thai %vit] keelî htis fror
askingnuny uiure quiestion.

Aunt flusa's face riscs btifure ite, griniy diszipproving. ihit I turi n i
back-îtxetpliurxiliy-on the incnnciug vision.

"ion- long, lia ho beeIn lodging livre, Mis. Waîicliloe1"
well,," Niri. w.tiîchopi, unswuers siowly, - îes l>eci witu ,se of nu

on, for more tlisai tîvo ycars iio% ; andi i'vo nover founsi hlmn nnythIing bi
Mnost r-Contbl and elcutct,-d, Lbough bis loin jer in Dnocf tèe sWi
1c-I. YuLý tisaI, aîv cf lis is swe-et if %,ulter put out," eite, adds ixtmenuutingly
Il andi if ono's humn iaî a liait trimtîmer, wliy ie tili tho usuore creditable
one ]<erps il, don-n."

Tii bad.tenhiredl yotin- inan-iîlope namne, Mia. Wauîciiopo inrorn
me, is RilrGnrl Battr -wuuld hoe inleniaiy grittifiedl if ho coutl lit~
us. But as lio lelt tlic lois houra ago-so 3frm'. W'auchopo silso inforui
mo-tlii. gratification ila deniesi te hlmn.

fCoteo ni, and 1i t! sor yot lsis studio, Misa Allie. Yen nover saw
suicli ain cid curioisity--slioep. Andi it wouid ho as riuelt s numy tifo in Worth
te 8wep iL or nuytltittug-tliough, gooines knowit, it wslits il; 1 But he'd fiy

lit ieo likt a yoting tigèr for raising a duel; on tîsoîn iveary old îîiottîren."l
If]ut if le weî-o lu conte ln nuit flus us poking about l:is promnises, Mis

Wititeltoiue," I say. dividl beptn-een aili tho notions of propriety whioit Aussi
lluttn lias beeni incuioating oit use for noarly a score of years and a powerful
desiro te ec o lepictures, "«fatncy îvhat a crow ho would have te pluck wtth

.. le'u gonse te KZonsinglon, and won't bc ln titi four o'ciook," lir.
waucto 1î tdeclaroit positively. 1-I wouldn't havil yieticught Up thort for

tîto iorisi, Miss Allio ; but, ovon if thieros uas a chance of his cesning back,
lie lia:s loft tsis latch-key ou Isis drossinglmubte, se that lie can't geL jute the
lieuse iniless lin knookst."

1 ais muire thinu douhtfui about tîte 'whlo procooding ; but 1 rire freits
Luis break f.at-table, nuit, gathoring ut) nmy long dieus in nty baud, feliow Mmf.
Nvaucliopbe out of tho roonii and Up1 Lites gloorny Blairs

It iani lontg wa-y upi-qiie lon-, enongh for my botter jusigamout te have
thall tisîto te assert ilsoîf boforo n-o reaoh the topiuo8t landiung, undar the voeru
roof of lue lieuseu.

"lI glhal only just poop in attse deor," I say ; aud Mme. Iiaîcope.
piasiug on btiforo me, noda lier bonansd opeus the iow npaneled. duer.

"lis bias hiait te val rmincit, yen 8o0, elle eaya, uehioring me in-for 1
(tu go un-"« ansi geL tat glass roof put on. %Iakos iL muai ligliber, you
kîteut, ands quite ehlourful andi piensant. You'd noever guessa thore couls ho
sucil tiise rony plance up liera ut tîme top of the houa.s."

Tise greut gsurret-rooîît bas cortainly been umtamorphiosed iiuto a ver-,
wvol.-ligiiîed stullio. An awnirg bas been stretchesi under part of the glail
rouf, ttsrouving tise ligliL Mores fully upon the ease! in the nîiddlos of the floor.
Tîtu place ie crouvdod for te most part with a littor of quaitit odds aud ends,
hînt ils uintidiness doos not trouble mue as it soemB te trouble Mty iandad.

evrlpictures, finialiesi and unfi,îa4hed, hîang or leaun gainet the watis;a
liy figure dots duty as a hat-rack in one îcmuner, in another a Pite of luasty
ariur siielters innuinicrablo spiders, te jusige front tho wobs wmth which i
iq lestloei. On te ensl lu the mîlidle of tue lloor atands an untinished
pieture. ut the colorilstei- wet uîpon it-a eounher, yot spiondudly rocalisîje
violv of nioiintain-scmîcry , inu ti fDroground.

AÀ lake uf iadneu, selsloi aunass, that etretched
lIn sulless ilence f rein a nmarge ni recd&"

1 arn net nu nrtifit; yet I stand before Lime unfrauesi cauvas-I think a
pictume nover IGLoke se -cl as -%hen standing îinframed upon the Guet i-hele
it ut-s painted -bast in admiration of tho pon-or, clearnegs, and arbistie coin-
pleteness wuhieh breatho tîtrougli thc u-Iole composition, andi which aven 1
ait)iimct tue ignorant to tinderstani nuit te uppreciale.

".Tîtat is tue Iicture lie brougit front Sctlansi," Mm-a. Wauchopo sa)ys,
standing a little behiuds mue uvitit lier head o on e side I suppe thites 'a
great deal1 in iL- thort otiglit te ho, if hie dud liothing bat paint iL aIl the
fume iio huvw an-av. 1 h-lt hsiiii 1 aui siru Lucres is sanie young lady iu e;
ansi lie géles toe ,:e often ; but ho ays, No, lie doesn't care for Yonng-
ladies-whiichl i.- ridicubous, you kuon-," Mm-s. Wauchope adsid; Iland ho
with ascli a pair of eyes in lsis hiead ' Wliethor lie likoes thoxu or nOt, tmey
like Ihu ; ansi sole Iiiin

lias hie very hiaussoine 0>-es 1" 1 ask absontl , fascinalosi by Ltme picture
beote me.

"Il uindàonie r Mm-. Wniieltepc repentît IlI ofben tel! hini thoy were
net put in tis bondi for the gondi cf Isis seul! But lie only laughs ut nme, and
aska Ille uthat I wnu hlm te do for me. Ile Mende îuy spectacles, and JIt
olter duty lie toncmes up poorWauchopo's picture, aud ruade it look as gocd

0 as non--"
l8 thoru nythin- ho cannot do 1" 1 ack, lnu-hin..

- lie docsn'L Bcoom te hou able te mako Iuis fortune," Mia. Wauchopo ays,
ehiakin-, lier iteasi, uvith a ,lance rouind te studio. "-Look mit ail Ihoses pic-

-turcs un tlîe wala-ouly haif flihhed, nîost, cf tbeiu-Lbrown acide becasum
lic gu: tired cf Liensm, ansi uantesi te bsoin soumothting neuv' iTe grest&l

Pfanît I fiit uitlt huai is tsait lie uvou't stick tu anlything. flecause iie's not
1 santiei 'vith it, lie toIls mite ; but tlîat is ail nonsense. Il la beoause he a
e now. fangleil, andi uvats te ho at soumotiing alise."

1 "Au uuluckvy temuparaillent 1" I say Le umyseif, u-ouderiug if any weunas
]isa lest lier ieamt to titis unetablo young man.
o '\Irs Wauchope lias iiiovcd ai-ay to the atler ansi of Ibe -outi, in-mit ou

i carry ing avcn-y soue eînpty cigar-boxes wlîich alte bas founsi thoras, andi 1 leur
il away fronti titi canvas wriicli lias tik-en suchi holsi on my imagination là

1.giance round tIse îîrocincks -hairemn I cannot holp feeling I bave no businest
it is uiv first introduction te anxythiig se floimoin as the studio of a Pro-

o fession.ai paitar ; andi I like it, notwithstandum the litter of paltes am-]
nl bm-sisses, tIse bottles cf Il iiiediuzin7 tIse inanl-slick-s and paletto-kuivô,,, tht

colora andi oddss andi ends of canvua scatterei abouit tIse floar. Thera Li'
y pucturea frainesi and uufraumed, rangeS about the rom-c. Thero ie a nuL#cei-

- anpolie asortntent, of pipes on tae table-bore a quaint china tobacco-iti,
tiseras a tlu candlc.stick of Florentine bronze, wherein tho causilo ia bee;

si aîloweil le bum-i don-n to the Becket, fencing --foils ou the wtaIt, books thiovi
it don-n carohessly boe andi thero andi anywlthuare, a fade& blue voit-at smokin-
ù- cap on eue âhicîf, on notitor a duas caniollist ln iL$ dusly secimen-glsa--I
; deasi bren-n cainohlia, whiich scena le bau-e perishoi of thirst, for Lb leil

if 1beaide il, '%Çliich reachea don-n le the sirop of wator in te boltoni of the vues
lin sti11 frcslî ns green.

me Il'PH show you his photograpi, if yon'd like to ste IL," lm-s. WVauchopI
ai says, paiusiiig beaido a door Icasixu int au inuer rôom-or garrot. "Hé.
ae Icaves lsis album on tho dressing- table unosily, aud yen xnight know o~d

bis friiands."


