JuLy 8, 1873.1

was no certainty ns o when they would
reach their distination,owing to the bad con-
dition of certain parts of the railroads. Bo-
sides, supposing even that it had been
postible to push theso colu'nns moro fort
ward by means of the railways, the kecping
them in the variousstations would havo dis
organised the servico of the administrations
and would have deprived them for a long
timo of a considerable quantity of the rolling
stock.

1t has been alrondy mentioned that great
facility existod for directly filling up at the
depot tho corps ammunitions columas, in
this sence, that only &' small number ot
wagons, and of ordinary trains were ro*
quired for transporting the ammunition in
boxes. Tho following was, with fow excep:
tions, tho method of proceeding in the val-
ley of tho Somme and in that of the Soine.
Assoon as it was foreseen. that a battlo was
about to take place, a first telegraphic order
was sont on to Soissons ordering-a provision®
ary preparation to. be mnade for asupply of
ammaunition tobe sent on. Tho prepara:
tions were thus always effected in good time;
consequantly on every occasion, oven in the
c2so whero the expenditure of ammunition
had been very great,'the replenishment was
alivays effected in good time, Thelast tele-
gram contained the order for sending it on-
It wassont immediately alter the battle; the
quantity of ammunition demanded w33 nnt
based on the actual returns sent in by each
corps in particular, but on an approximate
estimate made on the field of battle itself
by the adjutants going from one corps to
another, and informing themselves summnr-
ilyofthe quantities expended. Ifit turned out
that more was required, a mossags was sent
to send on-thy supplement. If it turned out
that an exocess had‘been: ordered, it was im-
mediutely:ascertained whéther tho ammuni-
tion-was everywhere complete, and then
this eXcess was cirtied on to the rear, and
placed ‘on railway wagons. The wagons
conlaining the ammunition could hardly
remain on the railroads without interforing
with the ordinary tfain service; ¢onsequent
Iy care was taken to put them on sidings, so
placed that they could be easily approach-
od by tho wagons which were sent there to
bo filled.

When the operations developod them:
selves upon a larger scile, besides the de:
pot of Soissons, intermediato dopots were
established, intended to act as points of re-
plenishment, notably®. at Loan, Creil,
Beauvais, Broteuil; h&',e‘gle,;ﬁl d'Longenu,near
Amiens. It wigat Lion .La’t?.dxo Army was
replenished froni the-2adito ths4th Decem-
ber, aftor tho battlo of Amiens (27th Nov-
ember, 1870).

The convoys of amnnmition that had in

consequence to be despatched:from Soissons.

to portionsof the armywhich wore operating
some upon tho Somme in the direction of
Amniens, tlio othérs upon the Seine towards
Beauvais; wére necesiarily all-obliged 'to
pass by tho staliohs of -Créil. Tho idea was
formed of establishing:in- -this -locality -an
advanced.depot; ‘which was -tho moro con:
veriont, as considering the ailization of the
place thero was nothing to feat from any at
tecks of the enetidy ; and, on the othor’hand
(be ndunijtions ivére pushed close up tathoso
Placey white' the replenishment was to take
place. TFit” bppenéd 'thatin smy corps
darin#é there Provedd 15 be it finy timo sdme
¢xcesy of dmmunitiod, it Wab-sent to Creil,
whero it was s%fored :provisionally. From
thence, should any egentuality ariso, it
ould b sent back to the corps d'armée, the
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quantities expended being rapidly roplaced
by means of the depot at Soissons.

Tho 22nd of December, tho evo of the
Hallue, tho officer commanding the artillery
sent a tolegrapbic message ordering n con-
voy of ammunition destined for Amiens to
be prepared.

On the evening of the day when tho battle
came off an approxiniate estimato of tho
quantity consumed- was ‘maae, which esti
mato served to determino tho size of the
convoy ; on tho evening of the second day
(24th Dec.) the station of Breteuil was fixed
upon a8 tho place where the roplenishment
was {0 take placo. It was there tho empty
\mg?ns were to besent from the field of
battle.

Tho first replenishment took place thero
during the succeeding days; the ammuni-
tion in excess was sent provisionally to Creil;
then from thenco it was sent a little later

(28th  December) to Longeau, near
Amiens. There the replonishment ias
completed.

The bombardment of Peronne necessitated
oxtra ammunition, which was demanded at
Soissons by means of -soveral telographic
despatches.  On each occasion the quantity
required arrived at Longeau in a very
short time. It was alsoat Longeau that the
ammumtion expended at Bapaume was re-~
placed without the slightest delny, so that
this nature of servico was always performed
without the slightest difficulty, in spite of
the considerable expenditure which took
place at Bapaume and Peronne. One portion
of the ammunition employed for the bom-
bardment of that place.isas replaced by the
reserve ammunition column assigned to the
third division of the reserve. This column
was 10 Lo replenished at the depot of La
Fere. Thoaramunition not cxpended re-
mained at Longe .« up to the 4th January ;
on that day i% w.s retarned to the Creil do-

pot,considered to be vsafer placo than Lon-
gean. ‘The list ciicamstince which gave
riso to the necessity for a replenishment
of sammuniticn, was the batile of the 19th of
January st St. Quéntin. . It was ecffocted
with the

expeditiog tho ammunition to Nesle was

ing the convoy of ammunition atrived Neslo
at the same timo a5 the cmpty wagons of,
the ammunition columng, despatched to the
sane place i orderhat thby might bo filled
there. (icneral Schwarlz Bad, morcover,
given orders on tho field of battle that one -
half of the empty wagons should besont to
Neslo and the other half to Soissons. Con-
scquently, in caso any hitch should have
occurred in the. {rain servico on the Nesle
sidé, one-alf of tho Huauntity repuired to
complete thoexpended amamunition wonld by
ohtained from tho Svissons depot. From
thero tho ammumtion-¢olumns had to fall
back upon the army, which they certainly
did, not regain until some days after. But,
in fact,the Transport Service.Gompaoy fram
Neslo baving oncountered 2o delay, the
groater portion. of the ammunition arrived
ih the vicinity of the armiy on the ovening
if tho 20th, and the replemishment was en.
abled to commence at once,, .

. For those portions of tha corps d’armee
operating on the Lower Seine, tso small,
convoys- weré considerod sufficient, which
wero sent by the Soissons Riilivay {o Besu.
yais, at which town tho empty wagons
coming {rom Roucn wero replenished,
and the whole number of rounds were made

up. -

reatest celerity. The order far.

sent by telegraph to Créil during the night |
ywhich follawed the battle. That same even- )
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‘The accompanying tablo gives tho total of
the ammunition supplied by the Aifferent
dopots of which mention lias been made to
tho reserve ammunilion columns, and to the
corps ammunition. columns for the first
Army :— °

]
10,281 [Ammu'n column of the st Army Corps.

“
“»

Colminn which
recelves
the ammnmunition,

Ammu'n column of theSth and 1stAriny Corps.

- phrk attachied to tho reserve division,

623 [Ammu’a column of the 1st and 8th ArmyCorps

13,000 |Ammu'n column of the §th Army Corps.
6,000 {13th Ammu’n column of the reserve ammu'n

All this smmunitien tfas-in turn repliced
by a requisition emanalitg-directly from tho
depot of reserve smwmunition, by other
quantitics caming from Coblentz, ‘Cologne,
Minden,and Spandan, where the artillery
dépots wors establistied. The transport was
very-slow ; thus a-convoy took'seven ddys to
go- frony M-nden to Soissons, and ‘foutteen
from Spandau, : T

At tho artillery depot, in Mayence, a
qanlity of arms éaptured from the French
during tho Talo var, éonsisting of '1Puz‘zlo.
loading rifl+h wir's sword and bayonets, car-~
bines mith Loyuaet, cavaley putols, and
sworda for.aubordinato ofbicers, ware sold-at
prites from $3.30 to $1.65 for The rifles an 1
carbines, 25 cents for ths pisiolgand 45cons
tox thasygrd-., . Ty
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