Mardn 6, 1871.]

edd.

THE VOQLUNTEER REVIEW.

147

—_—

- e e - —— - —

nerve never flincbied, band nover faltered,
‘The quarter of a million bave ulterly ** enb-
bed, cabined and confined ' the two mil.
liong and a half. Fivehundred thousand arm-
o4, drilled, and honestly patriotic French-
men— not by any means all Parls, or open
to tha cruel censuro that has been so lib-
orally dealt out to the battulions ot grocers
~have ovor and over again striven hard
tomake a frouce in tho hostile cordon to
find

A CIIINK 1IN THE GELMAN ARMOUR.

Patriotio foryency, love of lhome and fame
and honor; the ciuse that they wero act

ing bofore the eyes in whech they most de-
gired to bear themselves wall, aud fighting
litorally pro aris et focis—ull these sources
of inspiration huve been impotent to aid
the garrison of Pacis in breaking out. They
trere two 10 one in absoluto number, ten to
ono by dint of their power of throwing
themselves in amass on a single point in
the long thin lino of the German inyestmont.
But their itopact, when they did attempt to
make & gap in the besieging line, was as the
smiting of a leaden sword against a weapon
of proof. Again and again the dull blow
was dealt ; ngain and again came thainstan-
taneous and shivering parry, until the be.
siaged became hopeless and helpless; and
their last disastrous sortie proved that they
had completely lost faith in themselves. So
by the unbending purpose, the constant
watchfulness, and the unswerving energy
of 200,000 Germans, 300,000 French sol-
diers have bean driven to tho last sad and
humiliating confession of utter defeat. The
old practica was 10 compute the ratio of the
besteging to the besieged forces as the ratio
of the circle to ita own dwiwmeter. But
¢+ Messieurs les Allemands ' have changed
alithat; they hava shown how a siege may
be conduoted 1o a triurnphant issue by an
army less than oue.half the strengih of the
@errison. By the falt of Paris the campuign
practically closes ; and nothing in its whole
course \was 80 consistent in its character as
this ending. Utter collapso, absolute de

feat, uninterrupted disaster--such have been
far the French the monotonous features and
fortunes of the war. e have heard of the
practice of wood-cuttersin the vast forests
of North Americs, wwho make such an incis

ionian the bark of many trees on ona coun

tinuus line, that when a slight push is
given to the farthestity falls on its fallow,
and the whole rank goesdowr. * by the run.”
It bas been exactly 8o with the Frencharmies
in this campaign. At Weissemburg,, at
Woerth, at ‘Thionville, at Gravelotte, at
Sedan, at Orleans, at Vendome, at Beifort
~-steadily and continually the

FATAL IMPETUS ONOE QIVEN

on the frontier has sant to the ground, in
hopeless disaster and irretrievablo confusion
the armies af Fruunce. Imperialist or Re-
publicun, Guardsmen or Mobiles; men im-
pelled by NapoLgoxn, or iuspired by Gast
BETTA—-nll ulike have crashed into utter ruin
befare the steady and resolute course of the
Germans. We do not now stay to ask what
would have been the caso if, as one time
seemerd not quite improbable, tho first push
had been given by the hand of France.
Disaster, in war, is contagious and self-re-
productive, Had Siarbruck been Veis-
semburg, or had MaoMamoNy undons the
deadly mischief which the vehemnent but
careless Dovay expiatod with his life, who
could tell that the end of tha campaign, if it
had even now come, might not have boen
very different? Meaanwhile, wo can ounly
dast with the accomphlished facts. Franes
liss absolutely powerless under tho hoel of
the Gormans. Noither Marango nor Jens,

nor Austerlitz, nor Birodino—no battle of
history, no sudden disaster beflling & mili

tary nation—ever so sovely smote the pride
of a people as this capitulation of Pavis, clos-
ing, as it does, an alinost unbroken series of
defeats, But the fact that is France wiuch

has now fought and lost forbids us to imagino'!

that the end is yet. If tho Beresina, and
Leipsig, and Waterloo aro Fronch memories,
50 ulso aro Friedlund, Jena and Wagraur. A
nation which is perpetunly at strife—which
ncecepls combat as the fust law of being—
must have its ups and «owns, ity chauces
and mischances. It would be simply ab-
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surd to imagine that France biffied and pro.

steated to-duy, will not fight fo. a hundred
yoarsto come. A greatpeople, proud, quick
and sensitive, jealous of its riemories, and
ambitious for its future, cannot vest in such
a way for such a time, 1f the German Bm-
peror persevere in the terms of peaco which
have been foreshadowed in the policy of
merciless annexation, France will fight agun
and that ere the present generation has
ceased to fect the spur of ils terrible defeat,

ON BRITISH NORTH AMERICA.

An able paper was read the other day at
thoe Rassall institution by Captain Dunean,
R. A, “OnCanada or British North America.
The views adyvocated were mainly thit Cana
du, withits area of three wmdlions of squire
miles and its populatioa of four milhous. i3
the most smportant colony of the empire,
and ukely to bacoms the highway to the
east, on the completion of the newand pro
jected line of railway to British Cotumbiu, in
tieu of the prasent route by the Grand runk
80 @xposed o hostilsattack ; thatthe sever:
anca of tho colonies would be fatil 10 thein-
terests of the Bridsh Lrapire and that Cana-
d v is all important, in view of any wisunder-
standing with the United States and should
tharefore be aided aud prolected to the
uitermost by the mother country, as an es-
genti1l foothold on the Americun couti
nent in the ovent of war. The mode pro-
vosed for her defenco would be by fortifying
the chief towns, and muaiataning efficient
gun-boats on the St. Lawrenceand tho lakes
the country keejing on foot the establish-
mant necessary for i contiugent of 209,009
tighting men. ~ litary colonisation (o be
tho basisof suchu populution ; Guvernment
sending out discharged soldiers, with good
condact certificates and the Dominivn mak
ing free grants of land on condition of their
cultivating and residmg on the same with
lisbility 10 service in defence of the country.
Encouragement shoul t be hekl out to re-
tived officers to sottle and t1ke commmands
and fres passages and land granis made as
rewards to soldiers after a certain term of
service, thus affording such inducoments to
enlistment at home as would supersede the
recruiting sergeaut, and remove all fears for
our armv ot horno now so rife.—Buropcan
Mail.

The SuezCanal promises to turn out a
remunorative investment. The reveoue ro-
ceipts from tolis for the month of December
amounted to $160,000, or «t the rato of two
million yearly, an income representingan
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expenaiture of forty millions ot dollus. Lhe,
ship owners of Great Britain paironize the
Suez route moro than auy other nauon in

A MitTany corcespandent of the London
Timesaays ; ** | havo made a great many en
quiries about the wounds inflicted by differ
1 ent weaponsand { find that the evidence 18
! on the wholoe to the eflect a chassepot inflicts
" n more dangerous wound than tho necodle
gun and is a moro cffectivo weapon in every
respect. A thonghtless inquirer may f{ind
| surgeons who will assert the contrary, be-
! canse the chuassepot bullot at a long range
I'is perhips Jess destruciive than the needle
gun at a short one,  The orifice made by the
French bullet 1s small, and if no bone has
beer touched, is apt to heal over quuekly ;
but the canal made through the flesh in
flames, suppuratos and ciuses dangerous
swelling and internal evil.  So thoroughly is
this now undestood that somo of the best
surgeons recomniend immedinto enlarge-
lmenmt‘ tho ovitice. Nowand then a case
| oceurs, though very rarely of a chassepot

buliet pugsing through a bono without shat
! tering it. There is n case here at this mo

ment of a soldier whoso tibia was penetrated

in this manner. Tho bullet retuined its

form with the exception of a little erange-

mentof its point. Generally speaking—an-

Ihave oxamined a largoe collection of bul-
! lsts which have done their work—the missile
i flittens out and sphinters the bone just in
' proportion to its force in striking, Tho
chassepot bullet is lighter thun thitofthe
needle-gun, but its velocity st any given
distance is far greater. The new Bavuarian
vifle, the Werder, is batter thin either the
chassepot or the neodle gun; bucas yet only
the pickor. troops are armed with it. [ am
inclined to think its action as a breech-loader
even quicker than that of the Martini.
It is a wiqall bove, and the barrel has, of
course, . saarply-twisted nfling.  The Prus.
sinus aro it love sith it, »nd the best proof’
of its popuiarisr is that very tow examplos
are ever left on the lield ol battle, because
overy dead man's iifle is seized by a living
camrade, who le.ves his own in exchange
for it. Before this campiign the Prusstana
endeavored to mduce Bivaims to adopt the
needle-gun 14 ig now probible that the
Prussian army will adopt the Bavarian
weapon.”

The Germam troops. according to a Betlin
paper, now vccupy, not partiaily but com-
pletely thirty two of the eighty six Freuch
Departments comprising 15,000 comnuunes.
‘They excercise in these all civil and mnlitiny
powers, conirol the post telegraphs and
railways and regulurly collect the taxes.

A Westorn cditor, on entering his office
and sceing his approntice boy cutting some
quoer capers, called out to him, * Jim,
what aro you doingon the floor?” ¢ Why
sir I have had a shoek.” **A shock?"
“Yes sir' *What kind of 2 shock?”
“Why sir.” stid tho lad gasping. **one of
your subscribers cume in during your ab
sence-—saidd he owed for Lwo years subscrip
tinn—paid for it—and also paid another
vear in advance,”’

4 Yyuse Avraon."—Yes, Agossizdurs ro-
comwmend authors to eat fish, becausa the
phosphorous in 1t makes brains. So faryou
ara correct, DBut I cannot help you toade

consequence of their 1irge trade with thins ! cision about the amount you need to cat~

and ladit. The steamship - Ro.Jo 7 recent-

at Jeast not with certainty. If the specimen

ly m1do the passage from Ginyesend to Cal-| composition you sent is about your fair
cute within thirty-five days, m ding use of . usual average I, should judge that 2 couple
the Suez Canal roate. ‘It wark of deep-} of whales would be allthat you want for the
ening the can proceeds vigorously, and no} present. Not tho largast kind, but simply

detention ocours «turing the passijge of thoi good middling sized whales,—Mark Zioain
largest oraft. m the Galaxy.



