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THFE VOLUNTEER REVIEW:

Avoust §

to sustain tho offensive effactunlly, it is ovi
denfly tho least oxpensive course in the
long re e singe decisivo success will throw
thobi.u n of the war on the conquered
torritory. Thus Nupoleon, wn soveral offen
aivo campaigns, almost without a check,
ruined tho mllitary power of groat monarch.
ies, and imposed on them what terms he
ploased  But such-rapid successes aro ex-
coeptional where armies ure not very unequal
in force, and it is necessary to consider the
position of an invader who advances contin
;’x’n!!; fromn his baso ngainst strong opposi-
ion.

An womy operating ia its own territory is
not rest..cted, liko the invader, (o n siugle
line. [t is truo that its effirls may all be
directed tw cover a single oint aimed at by
tho euomy, us tha efforts ot the army of Vir.
ginia bl for their grand object tu defend
Richmond, But to defond a point it is not
necessary w inwrpose directly between ic
ond the enemy. Provided sapplies can be
obtained. in other directions, the defensive
army may assume u front on ono side of the
lino by which the assailant is advancing, and
parallel to it; and so long ns it is undefeat
ed, it is evident the enemy cannot advance
except under penalty of being cut off from
hi* e, Thus McClellan advances upon
Richmond from the Pamunkey at White
House, while the Confederates are spread
over a front extendwig from Richmond
to Winchester in the Shenandoali Val-
loy. But the force in the Valley under
Jackson, drawing its supplies probably from
Lyncuburg, advarces in aun eusterly direc
tion upon Hanover; the troops before Rich-
mond juin it; the teont of the Confederutes
thus ©o longer looks north but east; and
McClellay, tearing at the next move to be
cut from his base, lets go lis hold of tle
Pamunkay and transfers his stores to ivhe
James river just in time to save hisarmy
from destruction.

This mode of opervating, thew, which is
open to the whole defensive army, 1s also
open to a partof it. A single corps draw-
ing its substence for a time (rom points on
the prolongation of the flanks of the general
line may operate on either side against the
roads which connect tho invader with lus
base. ‘The enemy must protect these roads
either by oaccupymyg all the avenues by
which they could be assuled with adequate
forces. in case those avenues are few; or,
shoull .the exposed points of the line of
communication be numerous, then hy de-
taching moveable corps to guard 1t through
out 1ts length, and to protect the convoys.
With each step thas the wvader mikes 1n
sudvance the ditticulties of guirding the line
increase in proportiun to its length, and the
force detached forits proteciion increases
also. Nothing except the disalling of the
enemy by heavy defets can prevent these
enterprises against the comuunications ; but
the force which can be collected t1or bittle
13 canstantly decreasing with the length of

the line, tll the defender may rind himselt, ;|

notwithstanding the losses he may have suf-
fered gurlier, in the cimpiign. superior in
number on the point of collision in the liter
stages, and, snaiching the iniiiitive, may
force his adversary to defend himse!f in ro.
treat.

A notable illustration of the dangers of a
Jong line of communication is furnished by
Napoleon's Russtan campaign. During his
advance .upon Moscow, two Russian corps
weore moviag. the one from Finland, the
other from the south of the empire, toward
his sine of communications. They struck it
where it_crossed the Beresina, and caused

entively to parrying blows, the eneiny, feel:
ing sccure in his communications from the
inertness of his opponent. would be anabled
to keep his fighting power undiministied by
detachments in the rear. ‘o pursuo such a
courso, then, even when vety inforior in
force, is suicidal in n defendor; sinco a deo-
tachment judiciously menacing tho onerny's
communications may hold him in check (or
let us say, inmilitary parlan-e, may contain)
a much greater number of the ecnemy, and
proportionably diminish tho disparity be-
tween tho main armies. It does not follow,
then, that because an army is defending o
territory it must confine itself to tho defen-
sive; on the contrary, it will best effoct its
purposo b{ actively threatening its adver-
sary, and by taking tho legd whenever an
oppoitunity ofters, .

Such ate somo of the advantages and dis-
advantages which attach respectively to of-
fensive and defensive warlare, and which
waiuly depend on the question of magazines
and lmes communtcating with them. The
offensive conlers, ut the outset, the power
of concentrating on the flank or centre of
the enemy’s line of defence, and so turning
or breaking it. ‘The defender must cither
oppose tho enemy with an mferior forco at
nest, or abandon territory in order assemblo
his forces at sowme point further back. On
the other hand, offensive war demands great
resources, and success itself; if not absolute
and decisi e, entails {resh difficulties on tho
invader.. And when he has penetroted far
within the dolender’s territory, the situa-
ttons of tho antagonists differ greatly, inns-
a:uch as the army on the oftensive is bound
10 its base, be that base wide or narrow,
while the defensive forces may base them
selves on any part of their territory which
will supply them, and which their front pro
tects. :

As facility for transporting troops and
material increases, so thoe power of concen-
trating tho wilitary resources of an empire
on a distant tronticr, tor entrance on a for
eign theatre of war, increases also, and so
tar his railways are of great help to an inva-
der But as he cannot count lor subsequent
akd on the railways of the districts held by
the enemy. nor be certam thut the course of
events wul not make districts where there
are no railways the scene of operations, he
must be dependent on horses and vehicles
for turther supplies. ['hus wo find great
preparations made by France for transport
m Ltaly in 18539; and tho railways of the
Nutthiern States of Americ: did not , event
a vast oxpenditure of transport ammuals in
tha ditferent invasions of the South. Offeh-
sive, compued with delensive war, must
still be cuvrmously costly.  But the invader
wull retaits and even augment, by meuns of
his railways, the advantage of m kingasud-
den concentr.ated advance on part of un ex-
tended line ot defence; and even the com-
Lined resources of telegraphs and rnilways
could not av.il to meet the tirst onset under
circurnstances geographic Hy unfavomble to
the defence, such us will be described insub
sequent chipters; especially when itis con
sideted that tue defemder must labor under
the sume doubts as before in divining whe-

ther attack is veal or a foint,

But, on the other hand, the defender, if
forced to retreat, will easily destroy for the
time the railways in the territory which he
is quitting, while preserving the full use of
those which he still covers; whereas 1110:

f

) the ordinary roads, or

assiuilant must either content himielf with'

puuse to repair the
railways and to veorganize the means of s;zg-
ply through those channels. Thus the ad-

the horrible disasters of that famous retreat, | vuntages of the initiative will, in sucha case
If o defensive army were to restrict itself be much more transient than before, and

tho defander will concentrate on the threat
ened. lino with far greater comparative
facility,

Tuking the examplo of tho Watarloo cam
pnign, let us suppose the theatra covored
with the railways that now exist thero. N
poleon would have concontrated his troops
with great case in the same space within
which ho assemblod them, by means of the
railways frond Paris, to Lille and,Valencien
nes, to Maubeuge, and to Philippevile, and

‘the lines: connecting thom. His advance,

no.less unforeseen by the Allias than it really
wag, would have carried him over tbe Sam
bra and on Fleurus, But the Prussian corps
which haited-atddgny would have been re-
inforced by the two corps from Ciney and
Namur; and Bulow's junction could scarccly
linya fuiled, as it actually did, 'of accomplish
thent in time for tho battle,” Thus the
Prussians would have effocted their concen
tration with more ease and certrinty. But
there is no apparentfreason why Wellington,
still doubting 1f the enemy's advanco was
real, and expocting their attack on his right,
should hiwve ‘nssenibled his troops on (le
16th so mwuch faster than he nctually did as
to effect more than to check Ney's progress.
So fur then, the invading force suposing it
on a fair equalily in numbers with its adver
saries, would have held the advantage
Granting that under such circumstances it
should sull be victorious at Ligny. the Prus
sians, howover, would now have had the aid
of two lines of rail by which to retire behind
the Dyle, that of Gembloux-Ottiznies-Brus
sels, and that of Tilly-OttigniessWarve. [he
movement having beeca contemplated in the
plan of camplign, platforms fc~ embarking
and disembacking would have bren luid, and
rolling stock accumulated, the heavy bag
gage could havo been kept at a distance,
and preparations made for supplying the
army for o time through Louvain, by means
of the line from Liego to that place. Under
these circuinstinces not only would the
roads have been left ynencumbered to the
troops, but the infantry, at least, of two
corps might huve been conveyed beyoni the
Dyle, by rail, and the whole of the army
might have passed the streamy on the alter
noon of the }7th, while part of it would
have had umple time to reach the tield of
Waterloo betore night. Napoleon, follow
ing Wellington to Waterloo. would there
tore linve been confronted by the unitel
armies of the Allies,

‘['lhis, however, isan extreme case, because
Belgium is more thickly intersected wilh
railways thun any country 1 Burove. lo
the camnpaigns of 1839 and 1866, tho mae
impo. taut movements of troops were not
effected by vail—the railways are few, and
wero chielly us-ful as line: of supply.

1t would appear from tho course of the
foregoing argument that an inyader (sup
posing other circumstances to be fuvoiable)
snould direct ns attack on & part of the
theatee where railways exerciso s o wily
ence, since their effurt is on the whulon
fuvor of the defender.

The movement to = flank, of large bodies,
by rail, within reach of tho enemy, muss be
especially dangerous, beciuse the troops
follow each other in smallisointed fractions,
and aro very defenceless if attucke.l duang
their transit.  An insignificont detachment
may therelore, with hitle risk to itself, in
terrupt the movement of a considerable
force, and even infiict on 1t serious mjuey,
by a well timed and well duected attack:
wherens the compact march of n L., ge body
by ordinary ro:ds could only beimpeded by
a force proportionately great.

(T be continued.)




