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With the avidity of a child who thinks he| too. We have heard such wickedness in
has tripped up lus senioron e point of know ! high places as “I seen,’ and “Idonn ' out
ledge, tho Yankee scizes on theeo facts; ! of tho mouth of a Cabinet Minister, as well
and never (from the comparatively dead| as out of the mouth of a lady (at all avents

lovel of society in America) conceiving tho
dea that there are classes in England
whore manners and forms of speech are cs-
sontially differont ona from another, sets
dovwn  avery Inglishman as vulgar in
speech.

The poor simpleton, wrapped in his na-
tional niuntlo of concoit, has not an iden of
the fact (and it is o fact) that, ss u general
thing, no English is spoken more pure,
more ulterly devoid of affectation, (notwith-
standing the = bow haw'' styie which some
genllomen, otherwiso good fellows onough,’
foolishly nffect)—more freo from any into
nation which doos not come from tho chest
and throal as it ought to do—more perfect
in simplicity, and in the avoidanco of stilted
or superfluous words—than thit which is
spokon bya wall-bred Englishman, save.
perhaps, that which is spoken by a well
brad Englishwoman.

The terms in which an admnable writer, |
Henry Kingsley, descibes American pecu-
Jiarities in a specimen meant to be an ex
ceadingly favourabla one, aro sufliciently
amusing. 1 quote from “The Hillyars and
{he Burtons.”

«The hou:e was blazing with lights, and
carriages were flashing rapidiy up to the
door ; but kind Nalder came down to him.
8eaing no ono but amild looking ol gentle-
man before him he ventured to talk his
native language, which ho wounld not have
dono for his lito in his arawimng roowm, and
explained to Mr. Compton, that Mrs. N.
‘had got on a tarnation tall-hop—a regular
old Tar River breakdown; and secing Mr.
Compton was in full dress, he hoped his
business would keep, and that he would jine
'am ond shake a toe.  Having relioved his
heart by so much of the old prairie talk. and
seeing Mr. Compton was anxious and dis-
ploased, he began to speak m uiplomalic
American ~very perfoct English, slightly
Frenchified in style, and spolen a little
through the nose.
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“Mr. Compton stood silent for half a
minute; befors he had time to speak, Mr.
Nalder rammed both his hands into the bot-
tom of his breeches’ pockets, and said in
that loud snarling whine which it has pleas-
ed the Amencans to adopt in moments of
emergency, I'll tell you whawt, Iawyer: I'll
bet New York against New Orleans, or Chi-
cago against Kingston, that she has bolted
to Australey, back to her sister.”

And the worstof it is this dolestab]o.snarl
ing nasal twang is all over the continent,
moro or less. Canadians are by no moans
freo from it- though, apart frem it, they
ara & peoploe of very fuirly refined spoech;
far more than Englishmen, taking mass
for mass, and oxcepting tho upper

she thought herself one) who also indulged
the questionable tasto of sarcastically telling
a very polished English gentleman in our
presence that she was not ** Henglish.” As
the cap of aspiration did not fit, the lndy’s
benaevolent intention of montifying our
friend was a signal failure.

But, to return to the dissection of Ameri-
can concett, and of the umversal tondency
to bnd taste amonyg them which it inevitably
geucrates.  Even  respectuble  Aweriean
newspaper writers permit them.clves to
slide into vulgarisms whi-h no decently ed-
ucated Englishmen wauld conceive the pos-
sibility of printing. For instance, the uso
of the preposition “of !’ alter tho word *‘ail,"
is of almost universal provalence, and is
gradually creeping into use hera. Not many
weeks ago Isaw it so used in 8o respectably
written a paper a3 the Church Herald. Yet
nothing can be more erroncous or more
clumsy. 1fwo wera to say “several of the
members were prc 1" it would be cor-
rect: but if we say ‘all ¢f the members
wore present? it is incorrect, and sounds
valgar agd clumsy.  Qf conveying the idea
of a part, not the whole.

Very infelicious also, we think, have beon
some of the attompts of the American Lexi-
cographers to reduce orthography to what
they in somo cases superficially deem the
principles of common sense.  In othercases

Lat., AMetrum; Tr, Méatre—inasmuch as
thero is Saxon warrant for apolling it **mo.
ter,”  But after all the Greek is tho root,
and the Sfaxon spelling was probably more
jowing to tho want of nppreciation of the as-
séciation than anything elsoe.

Webster's conclusions appaar to us to bo
utterly mistaken on this word, Ileinstances
tho common orthography of **diameter’
“hexamoter,’” &c., as reason {or tho use of
“or’ instead of **re.”” It should rather be
aflirmed that so Jong as we agreo to give the
final *re’* an indofinito sound as *er,’’ all
desivatives of Actron should follow the or
thographic construction of the originating
word, But as long as something different
to English usage can be established Ameri
can envy, hatred, malica anl vanity are
alike gratified.

The Lnglish languago is in fact of such
diverse and complicated origin, of such vigor
and elasticity, and necessary, from its con-
tinual importation and adoption of foreign
terms, of so arbitrary a nature, that the
rules of Lindley Murray, or any other gram-
marian, utterly fail to control it. 'The only
rule is tho common usage of tho beat society.
For instance, some very fow years ago the
“}'* was habitually sounded mute in ¢ herb.”
i “humble,’ and the grammers so lid it
i down. Wel, Dickens, out of the mouth of
é Urimh Uoep, damned the mute “h" in

“ humble” for everlasting, and there aro
 few people of intuitive refinement of speach
. at the present day but will expirate “herb.”

In Spain thero is & college for the contin

they have achieved good. Jorinstance their, unl rovision of tho Spanish language, and
substitution of “plow’™ for *‘plough” is its effects are manifest in a remarkable sim
sensible enougk:, as any ono may roalize who | plicity of orthography. For instance, none
recalls to mind tho stories he has beard of of thwose languages which are permeated
the Fronchman in difticulties over the ' with the Latinleaven hnvsumeek“' Phi.”
“oughs;" besides it s.ves two lotters in ' Wherefore the Spanish Lingual College or
writing, and wherever this can be done it is daint that the word * philosopher ' be spelt
an absolute benelit, as in the case of Eng. ' ‘‘filosofo.” TIlere is legitimate simplicity,
lish nouns identical with Latin substantives , and the nature of the language renders it
in or’ asin “honor.” Hero the omission peculiarly amenable to such treatment with
of the old fashioned **u" not only shortens , Out loss of beauty. But tho Americans try
tho word for writing, but actually improves | the same sort of exporiment, without tho

classes. They have their little vulgarisms]

its writlen appearance.

We think most pers~ns of taste and edu-
ention will agree with 1 s that there is quite
as much in the way ol association in the
look of a word when wrilten, us in thesound,
2\ remarle which will be found peculiarly
applicable if we analyso our associations
with names, especially with female names.
American improvers in their endeavors after
@ bold rationality have effectually destroyed
tho association and vulgarized the appear-
anco of many words. Notably, Greok deri-
vations ending in ‘““re” -vaich they have
clected to terminate in v er.” Tako as two
cxamples and trace their formation succes-
sively from the Greek, through Latin and
French—"Theatro—Greak, Theatron, Latin,
Theatrum, Yrench, Théaire—~hero is asso-
ciation, broken with utter bad taste; when
tho word is spel'ed theater. Thero is alittle
differonce in tho word metre—Gr., Metron,

same organtzalion or discretion, and the re
sult of theiv laber is, for the most part, sim
ply bald vulgarity.

1n all directions, far and wide, we see
American bad taste obtruding itself on our
notice. It would appear that Madame
Ollivier, the wife of the French Prime Min
ister, has been 1naking a laudable attempt
to stem the torrent of fashionable extrava.
gance in dress, set flowing by the frivolity
of the Empress, by studious plainess of ap
parol at her own receptions.

Whom do wo find opposing this attompt
at a most beneficial reform by studied dis-
plays of jewellery ! 'Thoe ladies of thecour.
—tho Ruseian ladies—and, of course, the
American ladies, who aro indeed almost at
ways overdressed.

With ono morae remark lat us conclude a
paper which we have bean msensibly begl
ed into drawing out to a portentious length.




