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ST. PAULS DEVOTION TO CHRIST.
tir I1EV. JOUX4 ASO< D.1).

Christiarbity is distingumslhcd froni every other religion
by the relation betwccn the Christian and Christ, atid the
supireie illustration of this beautitul devotion is St. Paul.
It is a historical fact that lie was once the most convinccd
and inost tlctcrnincid foc of thc new faith-thc noblcst of
inquisitors. It ts ilso a historical fact that ho becamle
the niost scll-sacrific tg and triumpliant rnissionary af the
taith, who restcd not tilt lie had planted the cross on the
soven hbis ; but il is otily bis epistles wI'ich crsn show (lie
hold wlîicii Christ liad takeni of St. P>aul, thc utter surrender
of the ontîc uilbcliever to bis Lord. Froms lte first lettor to
thlt last the tlieine is Christ, so that everyuhing eisc is a
commn'nîry on Ibis namci-fromn whicti lie sturis, tu which
lie returtis, by wehicli lit argues, through which he appeals,
upon which lie is cver lighting, unto which hce is evcr rising,
which lie defcndi3, which lie carcises, which hie bides in lits
hecart. lii one lie hour lits ivhole fornier worldi scems ta,
have vaniishoed likc a drcami, and a ncwv world to have corne
int existence whioc centrc was C-hrist. As of onc man i
fray hoc saîd, for hrni ta live is art ; af anothcr, leutrs ; of a
third, comîmerce ;su it iiiighl have hcit said of Saut of
Tar-su%, for hain to live %vis Judaisni ; and thens lie satd at
last for liisrclf, Il For nie to byve is Christ."

i. St. l'aul's devotion was, first of aIl, inidilclual, and
hid Christ not cominandcd the respect of the apostle's
rcasuii. tlien not anly waulJ the Church ]lave lost the
epbistles, but Christ woul iever have lield tic apostic It
is flot t') bc siiPposed for one montent that what such a man
as St. Ilaul cciandcd ici the Messiahi was simpiy sontie one
Io s.ave hi!ý soul. 1 le did flot prctend 10 hoe indiffer'nt ta
dolîveranict. froni sin, or perfection iii holiness ; but hoe
looked heyond hiniscif, and was concernced about te
wrorid, o! which lie was a part. llow did this worle
conte trito heiig? ilhat of the race to %Yhich lie belongcrd il
%Vas tiierc any fixed cnd ta wbiiclicreation înoved? %V.s
thiero any ninidintitlings at all-any love, anythope? No
anc cars he religionis without asking sud> questions ; nonte
ought ta bc satisfied with a Saviour who docs not answer
thioni. It was hecause Christ by His comning, Ilis lite, His
death, His rcsurrectioni-xnst of ail by 1-lis Person-threw
a flood of light on îliis pressing problems iliat St. Paul restcd
bis cager, subite, questianing mind on Him. Christ, as we
cans sec in lus letters, was the key ofthe universe ta St. lPau1
- the standard of thouglit by which ho solved aIl riddles,
tried ait tIilficulies, lîfted ail veils. The irresistible pur-
poses of God were ail formed, carricd out, and conîpletcd
in Christ. The human race stood in idea, complote iii
Christ. The lower creation was cmbraced in the saine Christ.
'l'le crown of al] nen and things was Christ, for whorn thcy
cxistcd, ta whomn îley tendcd. Wtth Christ hefore fim,
hîistory and l- manity becamre intelligible Io tlîis thiînker
and s0 Chîris. bocaîtie the principle by wlîicl St. P'aul argued,
speculatcd, t xplained. and was assured.

2. St. lPaul's devotion Was also cihical, for Christ haci
given rest tu bis conscience. No mati could lever have liad
a miore sensitive or dclicatc moral nature than the Aposthe
oi tlic Gcotiies. No nian could ever have suffered mare
under Pliarisrtism. On tic anc hîand lic would realize bc-
yaîîd other mcii the scarcliing and imperious requirements
oi tlîc Divine Laws, and on the other, few nien livcd who
lizd a kccner sense ai bis awn imperfection. As the spirit-
ual was cverything ta, him, the lufe of St. Paul mîust have
bccn ait unceasiing torture tilt lie met Christ. H-e was a
dcbtor wlîo couic! nover pay, lic iras a sinner who couIc!
nover bc justiied, yet lits was the very sou] which longed
for rightentîsness and freedoin. Ho obiaitied that for which
hc liad longFcd. if whichl lit lîad despaircd, in Christ. Mecn
bts cycs irerte cleansed from national lîrejudice arîd thcalog.
ical Ibhiitîdcss, St. Paul sawv in this jesus of Nazareth> a mars
of lits owiî ftsl anti boo<l, rhto had lived with God as a:
Sois xithi a Fatlior %si obedtoîîre and p)eace. aîîd lie came
to understatîd that lir~ couid shire thîis ideal lite. By an
«ici oi faith lie passei nut of )lis legal bondagc inta Uie
liberty of the sons of God. lie ccasted fronti bis drcary

ieé ot cuis antI rites nird 4tgin the l1(e of tic Sj'iriî. His
attitude tu Christ waN nius, ilierctortr, one oîiiy of gratitude
ta a teaclier whia liad led lîin out ai a f.1isL conce[ptioni of
re)gl ignt 1h0 ne thl was truc, bit of absorption mna licid
fro.iiî 'rnnî hit îionived spiritual liue iîteif. In Chit he
stIxx. ici Christ lie worketl, ini Chiri!t lie rejoice:d. Frc
fronl hi'. h tîrIàvcry lic l'cecanto the %lave of Christ

3. 3t. Paul's devotion was aiso PersanaI1, and a matter
of thte heart. lie believed witlt aIl bis strength that Christ
lîad thouglît ot Iimi, separatied himi front allier men, loved
li. li St. lPaul's expertence werc rcalized tiiose visions
o! tlîc Lard wliiclî saints of the ititense arder have dcsired,
which certain are said ta have cnjoyed. WVbeller hc had
lever scen the Lord in former days is not knawn for certain
.ad does flot matter, since the apostlc's thougliti did not
go back tu G3lilec, but more liftcd ta, the lieavenhy places. It
was the spiritual Christ whom lie imnagined and adored ;
anîd whjat God had been ta Israel, ibis Christ became tu
limi ; and as Israel, had tre...cd God, he bac! deait with
Christ. Against this iong-sulicring and patient One ho baci
rehelled ; front Him hit hîad wandcrcd in the ways of his
pride and vanity. It was Christ whom he lîad condemned
ta doatb in St. .Steplien, and mliose stoning he bac!
approvcd. It was luis Lord wlîom lic had hunsted and haîled
to prisoni. Ah I liai tîte figure of tic one Blody and ils
rncmbers wauld affect bis soul as ho remembered in alter
days the persccution oi those unoffendinig, trcmbliiîg Christ.
iaîîs. MVen hoe lîad ftt a sudden comspuriction at bis
ignoble work and desired ta refuse it, il was Christ's hand
already on bis lieart. WVhite ho was in bis sins, Christ bac!
laid clown 1-is lufe for himn; while lie was a persecutor and
iujuriaus, Christ was guiding his lite ta high issues. His
conversion lit up bis past with love, and consecrated bis
future ta a unique fricndship. Whcrever St. Paul ment nom
hie was tue bond-slave of Christ, irbo I oved him, and
gave I-l imiself I for thîis Plliarisece: rhuatever ho endured mas
welcomie for Chirist's sake. His labours wore his affering
ta Christ ; his strilies were jesus' marks whcreaffho boasted.
It was an luanour ta suifer for Christ; it was bis lte ta, be
crucificd Y- di Christ ; the Cross of Christ mas bis glory.
I-lis desire was Ia pour ont bis hile as a drink offéring, bis
liope %vas that, oute day Christ would give hini the crawn.
Among ail fricnidships the mystical bond betireen the saint
and bis Saviour is the most spiritual and effectuai, and can
lie scen at ils hieiglit in St. Paul ; for St. joiln bati seen the
Master face ta face, but this man anly in an ocstacy. One
ba% to admiit that it is rare, since, 10 rnost persons, Christ
it railler a Divine Teacher or an official Saviour than a
passianate Lover One also fears titat in modern days
this relation ta Christ, which toucbcd with genthe beauty
the Temîple of George Herbert, and redcemed the occa-
sional coarseness ai Ruthcrford's letters, bas given place ta
colder nioods. It amazes c>',and filîs bis heart wiîb
wisîful regret, to read luis ancient lave carrespondence,
whcrcin one mas the Son ai God and the ather the Chiot
of Sinners. If thora be romance anywbere, it ougbt tu bc
ini religion ; and if any religion be romantic, it is Christian.
ily. The chiet Ioss in the persanal religion of aur day is
the cooling af this passion for Christ as a living Person,
irbo is ever corisciaus of us, ai wboni the Christiant is lever
tlîinking ; and aur greatest gain would bo the rekindlin., af
this baiy tire an the alter of aur cold, cheerless becarts.
-The AfoiitIdy Me.ssenger.
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In Jubilet issue of the Sou thern Cross.

Ve, Scatcbmien, îlîink that we have reasons af aur amut
for aur affection for the Queen. There is first, the fond-
ness which she lias for the land of aur fatbers, te 1,Land
ai tie mountain and the flood Il; and tbere is the higher
love she lias for Mlin who is ber Lord and ours, which led
bier, Qucen and Emprcss though she bo, and! Hcad of a
Sister Churcli, ta sit down, clothed Nitb humiiîy, among
ber tenntts and servants at thc Scotch communion service,
of whicb she wrrate: -4It wvas most taucbing and beautiful.
It vonilà bc impoassible ta say bow deeply we were
impressed by the grand sinîplicity ai the service."

This onc thing, furtber, I wouid like- ta say, that se fair
troiti the ioyalty ci aur Victarian people dying out, as aur
oic! colonists die off, it sconis ta bc grawilig stror.ger every
day. Var cvery day il is bcaming clearer, ta us that Gad
bas put Great l3ritain in the van af the nations, that she
nîay stand up for freedonu, and truth, and rightcoissness,
and! that slow, marc than ever, site is carrying on a bene-
rcnt, civilizing, and Cbristianizing mark among the dark
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