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is in heaven, asd thou npon earth, therofore let thy words bo fow.”
Wo have two cars and 3wo oyes, but only one tongue. 5 Lot
every man Lo swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath.”

(2) By using profanc language. Tho person who thus habitually
breaks the third commandmnt has not the spirie of Christ,  Tho
person who spoaks ligntly o1 God, or treats s word, ordinances,
works, or servauts with dishounor, cau netther have true love to
Christ nor thefreedom of Gud’achudren, but must beaslaveto Satan.

(3) By uswg abuave langungo 1n & tiv ol passton—languago
that would not be ussd in sober moments. ‘I'iiv licentious person,
the drunkard, tho thief and the murderer aro carricd away with
their lusts and psssions which rale them. Tho passtonatoe person,
who hurls durls and potsonous arcows 1n words to the right and
left, is also & slave. 1fe does not liridlo the tongue, and the tongue
runs away with him, .

{4} By lying—declaring what is known to be not truo for the
purposo of decetving. Lhisis practiced daily o business. Some
professing Christiacs will give a looss rein to their tougues, and
lic for five cents, and then try and soothe _heir conscyences with
the thought that it is a common thing, or that Lusiness cannot bo
carried on wi.hout 1t.  Such persons might be answered with the
words, heavon caunot be reached with it. God’s word that declares,
6 that the drunkards shall novinherit the kingdom of God, plainly
says: 7 ** All liars shall have their part in the lake which buraeth
with firs and brimatone.”

(5) By flattering. Fuols relish flattery as a aweet morael but
it is a poiscnous and very dangerous morsel. 8. ““A:man that
flattercth his neighbour spreadeth a act for his feet.,” 9. A
flattering mouth worketh ruin.” Whitefield when tlattered was
woat to say, ** Tako care of fire: I carcy powder about me.”
Flattery is a greater evil than many imagine Wo are plainly
told that: 10 *‘the Lord shall cut off all flattering lips.”

(6) By railing and slandering. Tho tlatterer, who knowingly
gives ucdue praise, will just as readily givo uamenited blame, and
thus rail and slander. By lying in business, parties may bo robbed
of money; but through slanderouslying, people arc robbe * of what
13 far more valuable. The reviler or slandereris, 11. classed with
tho idolators, xdulterers and thieves, who st all not inherit the
kingdom of (iod. DBat this leads us to consider,

{. The evils of an unbridled tongue.

Our words may seem to us to be of small importance. Wo may
regard them 28 trifling ; but they arc oot 30 in God’s sight. Ho
mekes our words a condition of us having a blessed Iifo here. 12
*\Wkat man is ho that desircth Life and loveth suany daya that he

‘may se¢ good? Keep thy tonguc from evil and thy lips from

speaking gule.” He also makes them a condition of happiness
bereafter. 13 *“Who shall dwell in thy holy lili? He that walketh
uprightly, and worketh rightoousncss, and speaketh the truthin
hiv hnart. 1o that back®iteth not with his tangue, nor doeth evil
to his neighbor,” 14 **Deathand lifo arein tho power of the tongue”
and 15 for every idlo word wo must give an account.

Buot in chap. 3: 3-1, let us seomoro particularly the evila of an
uabridled tongaue.

(1) The unbridled tongue injares the person who has it, and
also his companions. **Tt defileth tho whole body.” An unbridled
tongue mey foad a whole body into sin, just as the bit may bo
mado to turo out of tho way, the horse and buggy with all in it.
The rudder on the ship may bo usod to turn the whole company on
board upon the sands or rocks; 8o ono nabridled tongoc may lead
a great company astray. We bave scen magoificent bodics thus
led into tho mire, and moat fouly defiled. 16 *The wicked is
saarod by the traosgression of his lips.” In the snaré which ho
set for others he and his companiors are caught. 17 Tho enemics
of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were themselves slain by the
fire which they kiodled for others. 18 Daniel's caemies suffered
death by what they desigaed to bo the means of Daniel’s death.
19 The malicious words of unbridled tongues, which araas sharp
awords drawn out against others, will come back and picrce their
own hearts. 20 Ged protects his own people from lying lips, and
21 takes hold of the wickod words of the ungodly topunish them-
selves ; so thero is much wisdom in the Persian proverb. **Take
care lest your tongue should cat off your head.”

2) An unbridled tongue is injurious to others.

**It setson fire the course (or whoel) of natare.’”” Unospark
may seta great city on flames.  Vac word may sect a large congre-
gation ontire. Toe slanderer injures othera by robbing them of
what is more procious than mouney. The man who robsanother ofa
cow or a horse would probably if discovercd be sent to prison : but
the slanderer may do a hundred times worso thao that. and yet
oscape the law of the land. To rob a man of his character, or
{cionds, ia surely worso than robbing a man of his cows or horses,
or aven burning his house. Shakespearo represents a character as
drgppmg poison into an ear. That is the work of the sianderer.
His tongao is full of deadly poison. He drops it into the cars of
others, in tho form of lying or insinuating words. Ia drops it
into their ayes, in the form of iniinusting looks or actions. ~ We
are told that the deadlicat poisons in naturo are those for which
no tost is kaown. Oae drop of theso insinuated into the veios pro-
daces death in threo seconds : and yet.no chemical acience can
separate the poison from the blood, and say—thir is the poison.
So the most hurtfal slander may be that of which no hola can be
takea. It may be produced by aahrugof the shoulder, anod of
the head. a glance of the eye, cr by silenco when daty demands
apeech. In such and other ways, the nnbridled toogne may rob of
character, and in a ahort time poison dear {riends, thus making
them as if they wero dead to oach other. It thus tranagressea the
sixth, the eighth, aad tho ninth commandments. If the thief, the
barglar, tho inoendiary, or the murdorer iswicked, neod wo hesitate
in saving, that choslanderer with hic unbridied tongao is a wicked
and dangerous character.

{3) The evil of an_anbridied fongao is also seen in its uncon-
trollable nature. ¢ For avery kind of beasts, and of birds, snd of
serpeats, and of thiings in the ses, is 1amed, avg hath boen tamed
of mankind. DBat the tongne cr no maa tame” The anbridisd
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slunderous tonguo may be punished ; but no mortal power cah keep
it from its work of delight 1n acting as the devil's servant. £2 As
tho sow returns to wallow in thomire, 8o theslaudirer returns with
relishito s thiovish, apiteful, murderous attacks, i injusinig joreen
1mto ears, thrusting vencmous daggers iuto hesrts, and robbing
wdividuals of their i st valuablo poaseasions.  It)s very difheult
to arrest a dlanderous repert.  ‘Thealandered perscn may disgrove
tho calumny. To therightecus his character muy alino forth ten.
fold more brightly, through the reproaches cast upon him; yet
there aro always fools who will give forth the princ.ple, that woen
two quarrel there is often fault on both sides, and will persist in
adding tho illogtcal conclusion— ho muat have done some wrong.
Such weuld hardly dure interpret scripture in this fashion, and
argue, that: 23 John the Baptist tnust havedone some wmnf in
telling Herod that hoshould not have his brother's wife— 24 2f Paul
had only conducted himself aright, he would not have had to
enduro such persecutions: 25 it John tho loving Apostle had only
acted in a right manncr, Diotrephes would not turn so bitter
against him,—26 yea, if Christ had treated Judas rightly ho would
not havobetrayed him, 27and if he had conducted himself properly
smong Joews and Gentiles they would not have united in crucifyin
him. So fur from both {uruea being always in the fuult, one o
the partics may beslandered in that very point in which he most
resembles the Lord Jesus, as Rutherford teaches,—
¢ Where God His geal set fairest,
Thoey've stamped their foulest brand."

Of tho 28 great John the Baptist they said: 29 **He hatha
devil 3 whilo of tho 30 ** Spotless Som of God, 3) who ever did
not his own will but tho will of the Father, thes zaiu, 32 Behold a
gluttopous wine-bibber, and it is atill true tbat*alying tongue
hateth those that are afllicted byit.”

{4) The unbridled tongue manifcsts that tho heart is false, jast
us bad fruit declaces that the tree 18 bad.

Tho fig tree canuct bear olive bessses, or the vine figs. A
fountain cannot scad forth at the same place aweet water and
lutter ; no moro can faoslanderous tonguo havo a loving heart.
The person who persis 3 in apitting his venom, and bespattering
the fairost characters with his vile shime, may profera to have tho
spirit of Christ, but it is all a delusion. A spring that sends
forth such bitter foul water cannot be pure. The slanderer carnot
have a pure beart,

31 Tho evil of snunbridled tonguois furtherseenin itsdevilish
character. ' It is sot on fire of hell.” It 1s tho devilisinstrument,
and dues the devil'swork. The meaning of diabolus, the Greek
word for devil, is calumaiater or slanderer. Ho began his work
very carly. It was through slandering that he made the great
vreach between t:0od and man in the fsll of our first parents.
He apoke falsely of Giod to Eve. Ho maligned his character.
He mado Evo believe that it was through cnvy that God com-
maunded them not to cat of the forbidden fruit, when it was
through love. So Eve distrasted God, and was aliepated from
Him. The devil isstill at this inic..a: work through everv un-
bridled tongue, causing pevplo to distrust the good and tke true,
acattering discord among brethren, barling firebrands from hell
into peaccalle homes and zocieties, and allaring ailly soula frem
following their true guides, to become bis own dupesand followers
of the blind. Tollok's words set forth more clearly than arv]
can use, the terrible evals and the devilih natore of an untndled
tongue:

1 >Twas slander flled her mouth with lying werds ;
Slander the foulest whelp of #in : the man
In whoin this spirit entered was undone.
His tonguc was sct on firo of hell; his heart
Wiaa black as death s his legs wero faint with haste,
To propagate the lic bis soul had framed; -~
His pillow was the peace of families
Destroyad, the sigh of innocence reproached
Broken frieadship. and the atrifc of brotherhocds ;
Yet did he spara his aleep, and hear the clock
Number the midoight watches on his bed
Devising mischief more; and early rose,
And madc hellish mealsof good men names,
From deor to door you might have scen him, speed,
Or placed amid a group of gaping fools,
And whispering in their ears with foul ligx
Teace fled the neighborhood in which ho made
His haunts, and, likc a moral pestilence,
Before his broath the healthy ahoots and bleom
Of social] joy and happiness decayed.
Foals only in biscompany wero soen,
And those forsaken of God, snd to themselves,
Given up: the pradent shonned him and his house,
As cne who had a deadly moral plague.”

In conclusion, let mo give scme words of warning and adrice,

{1) I would most solemly warn any one who may bave an un.
bridled tongue. Cry 1o God for mercy. Ask him for a new hesrt
that vour tongue n'ay hecome an instrument of righteousness.

(2} A fow words th anyeno who may be the alanderer’svictim.
Keep Cocl—kEEr o !~ Bein no hurry to clear voursell. Itis
not well to hrash off fresh mud from you rlothes; let it first dry.
Persevere in the patn of duty. Trust in God, and sooner or later,
He will bring forth your rightcousncss as tho light and your jodg-
mcatas the noonday. As youshuna person with & contagious dis-
cxse, keep aloof from the vils slanderer with his unbridled tongue.
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