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Mns, Hanvirand Mrs. Jeffrey, of Toronto,
who are making a tour of the North-Wast
Indian Misions, on behalf of the Woman's
Forcign Misstonary Socioty, have visited
Portago In Prairio, Rolling River, Okanssi,
Crowsland and Birtle, and have been very
much pleased and impressod with what they
havo scer. Thoy expect to return in tho
Intter part of Soptember after spending
somo »six weeks on their tour.

News From Corea.

AN interesting letter was received by Dr.
\V, Harley Smith, Toronto, from Dr. R. A,
Hardie, who went out to Corea in 1890 to ro-
wresent tho Cansdian Colleges' Mission thero,
and who is now locatel at Gensan, s scaport
town on the north.cast coast. Gensan is the
pomt which the Russiaus aro reported as
aspinng after.  Their own seaport, Vladivo-
stock, issomnewhat farther upthe eastorn coast,
within the borders of their Siberian empire,
at:d 18 1ce-bound in winter., It is for this
reason thzt they are said to desire possession
of the muie favourably situated Corcan town.
In Geosan there 18 ono other Canadian besides
Dr. Hardie, namely, Mr. Jaues Galo, also &
giaduato of Toronto University, who is a
inissionary there,

The lotter is dated July 10th, over two
weoks beloro tao actual deolaration of war,
and does not thereforo contain anything con-
cerning the more recent developments which
Lave taken place. Dr. Hardie first speaks ot
the work of the colleges’ mission, which ho
says has progressed 1ot favourably during
tho past year.  The building which he occupies
lias been tly enlarged, and the facilitios
for modical troatmont muoh improved. The
mission garden is boearivg bouutiful crops,
and he vxpecte this scason to have red cherries,
grapes, apricots, pears, peaches aud ucctar-
iues ; the fruit, however, is of inferior quality,
being rather tasteless as a rule.

The writer then deals with the political
unrest which was at that date so apparent
throughout Corea. A little over a yoarago,
he says, a now political party erose, bearin
tho name of Tong Hok (meaning in En lisﬁ
** Eastern religion "), which appoars to have
a considerable following in the southern pro-
vinces.  This party sent represontatives to
Seoul to present their grievances to the Ring.
By a Coroan custom, anyone appearing Le.
fore the palaco gates with a petition consid-
cred unworthy of the King's attentian loses
hia head , nevertheless. a numbeor of nion took
this atep. Th:{ sucd for political reform,
particularly in tho matter of the public exam
inations. It has been complained that for
mapny yoata compotency has passod for little
or nothing at the examinations, and that the
degrees —tho posscssion of which moeanaofficial
rauk —wers obtainablo only by those wlho
could pay for the privilege.  Of lato years the
oorruption, avarizoand oppression of theofficial
class hias greatly incmsar. and the situation
ts becoming unbearable even to this patient and
unrcaisting people.  That the openivg of
the country to foreign trado has had much to
dowith precipitating thopresent state ofafTairs,
De. Hardie says, no oue can anceessfully deny.
Twelvo years ago Coreans know scarcely any-
thing of Weatern Powers beyond their mere
eastence, for all intercourwo was strictly pro-
bited.  Nothing forcign was brought into
the country, and uothing native sent out of
it. the produce of the ficld and fisheries being
atundant tor hiomoe supply, the cost of fuel
an food was never high, while the manufac.
ture of lier own clolﬁ and other necossitics
gave einplovment 1o all thexe not encaged in
lustandry and tishing, There was little in
the country to tempt extravagante, cven on
the part of the prdigal court.  Since the
opening ol treaty porta, however, everything is
chauged.  Foreign cotton has, becanse of its
cheapness, larzely shisplaced tho nativo article,
thewmanufacture of which gave employment to
a large percentage of the population. A
tuarket hias Leen found for vice, beans and fish,
sl 1n onder 10 get a littlo ready money,
riery farmer within roach of the ports solls
all he does not roquire for his own nse. Con.
sajucntly, not on{ ¢ is food scarce in tho coun-
*ry. but the price is four or five timea higher
t un formerly, and a comparatively small pro-
portiou of the population being ‘engsged in
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husbandry, the hardship caused by thischange
is very wido.sproad,

But there is yot another feature of thoeso
now conditions which has demanded attention.
With the opening of foreign trade many arti.
cles now to tho Coreans were brought 1to the
country, and overyono posscssing nonoy,
cspecially members of tho official class, desir-
ous to indulge their faucy, watches, clocks,
and houschiold ornsments mnust bo had if pos-
sible, Furthermore, tho Goverument have
apent sums, cuormous according to the Cor-
oan ides, in providing for tho King a new
palace of foreign design. lighting' the old
palaco with electricity, in tho erection of a
miut, in building telegraph lines conuecting
Scoul with Peking and cach of the treat
ports, iv the purchaso of two or thres small
steamships, aud in the employment of foroign
advisers, foreign military officers, and foreign
teachers.  With much of her native industry
destroyed, writes Dr. Hardio, with tho cost of
rico four or five times its former cash value,
aud with the extra demands in taxes to sup-
port the growing and reckiess extravagance
of tho nobility and official class, 1t was hittlo
wonder that tho people should unagine that
only by ndding thewr lsnd of all foreigners
could they obtain relief.

‘This proceoding tho Tong Hoks consider
the first nccemr{ step in the introduction of
reform. When they were informed that the
King was powerless to help them in this ro-
spect, placards were posted up near the gates
of tho capital calling on all to unite and oxpel
the Japancso and Westerners. This caused
but a passing comment, and nothing moro
was hoard of tho Tong Hoks until a couple of
months beforo the date of Dr. Hardie's letter,
when 1t was reported that thoy were in ro.
bellion in the south. ‘Tho kingdom of Corea
13 tributary to Chioa, and a Chinese forco was
consequentiy at once sent to Corea to quell the
uprising. :

In order to fully understand how the sub-
scquent complications arose, it is nocessary to
go back to 1884, when rivalry among certain
Coresn political factions caused a scrious dis-
turbance at tho capital, in which Chins and
Japan bLecame involved. At the settlement
of this disputo a troaty wsas male whereby
China and Japan agroed that neither country

-should thereafter send soldiers into Coros
without having first notified the other of their
iotention to do s0, China did not notify
Japan of her sending troops to quell the late
uprising until after tho Ilorcm wero on their
way, and Japsu thereforo claimed that China
in so doing had igoored their treaty relation.
Under tho pretext thal her subjects in Corea
roquired protection, she at onco sent a largo
forso to Chemulpo, aud while the Chincso
troops wero in tho sonth settling the disturb-
ance there, the Ja}nnuo landed and strongly
entrenchod thres largo forcos, ono at Chem.
ulpo, the second midway between that port
aud tho capital, aund the third just outside the
walls of Scoul. In the beginningof Jaly the
had ahbout 10,000 men at theso points, an
also a small torce at Fusan. Tho steamers of
tho Nippon Yusea Caishs, the Japancse mail
service, were taken off their routes and cugag.
od in carrying troops and supphes to Corea,
and the constiuction of & military telegraph
lino between Scoul and Fusan was commenced.

Dr. Hardis says that though thosctual out.
lay of the Japancse in this quarrcl mnay be
groat, yet it is small oomparo\‘} with the loss
sho is sustaining in the cessaticn of her trade
at home. Tho Chineso, at the tino when the
Japauose took steps to pour their troops into
Coroa, had only 1,500 soldiers in tho country.
It was rumoured, at tho time tho letter was
written, that the Japaueso Miuister had set a
day previous to which the Corvan King must
lIet hin know whether or not he would re.
nunnce his allogiauce to Chins, but nothing
definito concerning this has since been heard
of, At the timo when Dr. Hz Jio wrote the
Corcans wero much alarmed at the situstion,
and business in Sconl and Chemulpo was at a
staudatill.  Most of tho womca had been sent
away froma tho capital, and many of the men
had also left, while moat of tlio Chiness mor-
chants had left for home. The letter con-
cludos with tho rrmark that thers is a little
satisfaction {u tho knowladge thatany change,
how ver great, must of necossity bo for ﬁe
good of tha poverty-atricken Ooreans.

There are many points in the letter which

aro entirely new to those Canadiaus who have
taken an interest in the contest now being
waged. Tho development of the Corean coun-
try, which was brought to the verge of insolv-
ency by the very means which embody some
of tho first principles of modera political econ.
omy, is interesting m tho extromo, and tho
knowledgo gained from tho interesting com.
munication of Dr. Hardie will be of assistance
to many in following tho present quarre) to
its ultimato issue.

Church News.

In Canada.

Tug Rev. Bryco Innis has beon inducted as
pastor of tho congrogation of Morris, Mau.

Tie seccond summer session in Manitoha
Collega closes on the 30th inst. There hevo
been thirty-seven studonts in attendance, of
whom ten graduated this year.

Tue Presbyterians of Ellisboro, N.W.T.,
under tho pastoral chargo of the Rev. Alex.
Campbell, aro building & church. The mater-
ial is concreto on a stone foundation.

Tue congregation of Gretna, Man., enjoyed
a comtnunton service conducted by the Rev,
Dr. Bryco on the 19th inst., when twelve aew
coiminunicants wero received. Mr. D, Olwer
is the student in charge.

Ruv. Provessor Basnp last Sabbath con-
ducted communion services st Mcadow Lea,
whero Mr. John Russell has been the student
in chargo for tho summer. The names of nine
communicants wero added to the roll aud ono
adult was baptized

A MEETING of tho General Assembly’s Sab-
bsth School Committeo will be held in the
Board Room of tho Y.M.C.A., Toronto, on
September 5th, at 10 o'clock a.m. As the
minutes of last Assembly have not vot been
issued, tho convenor is not certain that he has
notified all the members, particularly those
added last June, and he requests all who have
been overlooked to accept this instoad.

Rrv. Mr. Hayivrox, late of tho Presby-
terian Church of the United States, durin
the minister’s abscace on vacation, has fill
the position of pastor of Knox church, St.
Thomas, to the entire satisfaction of tho con-
gregation, He preached with groat accept
ance, couducted the prayer mcetings with
marked ability, and in his pastoral calls won
the hearts of those whomt he met by his
simple carnestucss. To & tongregation in
quest of a minister ho would prove a fortun.
ate choice.

Ix the Presbyterian church on Sabbath, Rev.
Dr. J. R. Smith, of Port Hope, delighted his
hearers with two deoply spiritual sermons,
avd ably sustained his roputation as 2 Gospol
preacher with s broad and deep grasp of the
truth, His text in tho morning was from
Romans xjii. 14: *‘Put ye on the Lord Jesus
Chiist and mako not provision for the flesh to
fulfit the lusts thereof,” and in the eveniog
he delivered a grand sormon from II. Cor. v.
14: ** The love of Christ constraineth us,”
cxhortin¥ his hearers to be enthusiastic in the
servico of Christ. Tle oveniug congregation
was particularly large, and so long as his min-
istrations are such as ho gave on Sabbath the
church will continuo to bo well filled. Tho
Presbyterians are to boe congratulated on
securing such able supply during Rev. Dr.
Grant’s vuntion.—Orirlu Weekly Times.

Tur Titbury Nows says: * The popular
young pastor of the Presbytetian church here,
thoRov J. Hodges, B.A., before starting on
his vacation about & month ago, startled tho
members of his congregation with the an.
nouncement that ho would return a benedict,
and during his absence the ladies of tho con-
grogation proceedod todiscuss the most fitting
means of wolcoming the bride and their
beloved pastor. Tho Ladies' Aid took the
matter in hand, with the successful result
shown at the church on Friday evening. It
was not a public affair, nor was any effort
made to koep it quiet or mako it cxclusive.
It was morely a fostival prepared for the wel-
comiog of tko pastor aud his bride by his at-
tachod congregation. No formal invitations
wero issued, but all who wished to pay their
Tespects to the young couplo were expected to
do b{ their presence. The church was
beautifully docorated and presented a very




