o

520
The Presbyterian Review.

Tasoed Eyay TuuaibAY, from tho ofice of the Pablishers, Rooms No. 29, 21
13, 85 Aberdeen Block, South- st oorner Adolalde and Victoria Bireels. *

e
-

Tanua, $1.50 por aunum,

L4 —p—

All communteatlons for eithor Businces or Editorial Dopartments should be
addresecd Prleasvizasan Rxvirw, Drawer 2403, Toronto, Oat.

EpiToRiAL SrtArr.
Eorron.—~Aloxander Fraser, BLA, ' -

Ass00IATE Bperons. —Rev. Prof. Androw B. Baird, B.D., Winnipeg ;
" Roy:m Colborne Heoine, B.A., Montreal; Rov. Aloxan or

B(acuilllvny. Torontn; Rov. Donald MacKenzio, B.A.,
urangovillo,
Eprmoxiar counmrownn.m—nov James Robertson, D.D,

Winnipog; Rov. D.D, MacLood, Barrie; Miss Machar,
Kingston ; Mra. Apna Ross, Bruooﬂold, Ont. 3 "Mr. Qeorgo. H.
Archibald, Montresal.

- Toronto, January, 25, 1894

——— e e

ST

e B e

French Evangelization.

HE furore over Mr. Papineau’s admission to the
Presbyt:rian Church, of which the leading French-
Canadian papers now seem to be heastily ashamed, has
turned upon the devoted head of t ycnerablc Father
Chiniquy. The part which Father Chiniquy took in the
ccremony was, if a proud, a modest one, and the vituper-
ation poured on him through the press can be explained
only on the supposition that public opinion having risen
*between Mr. Papineau and his foes, the latter must find
a more defenceless victim for its unbounded rage. But
it will avail little if sixty years of Father Chiniquy’s life
histury be ransacked and be bespattered with the mud

. “of malice. His works stand forth to commend him;
* persecutions many and dire have but endeared him ajl

the more to those whose sympathies he has won, and
the French-Canadian press but attracts the sunlight ot
truth and intelligence to the intolerance of its favoured
crecd by the course it has chosen to take in the case of
Mr. Papineau, and has always taken when its befe noir
in chief, Dr. Chiniquy, has been concerned. The eyes
of many who have hitherto regarded with indifference
or complacency the French-Canadian question, have
been opened ; people are asking in astomishmentif these
things be w0, if in this last decade of the nincteenth
century and in a free Canada scenes such as have been
acted in Sorrel, in Maskinonge, and in Montreal can be
possible, The natural, and we hope the speedy, sequence
to such an awakening will be an earnest enquiry as to
what is being doné in the field of French Evangelization,
and whetker the Church 1s supporting the efforts of the
laboururs in that trying, hard, field. If we turn to the
interesting report of the Board of French Evangeliza-
tion, whose work we have on many occesions com-
mended to our readers, we find that the operations of
the Board are carried onin Oatario and New Brunswick
as well as in Qucbee, although, as a matter of course,
chiefly in Qucbec, where cighteen pastors, -twelve mis-
sionaries, seven missionary-colpotteurs, and twenty-six
teachers laboured last year. The following extracts will
show how work was begun.and what has been accom-
plished :—

‘*\When the Protestant missionary, some fifty-five
ycars ago, turned to the cvangelization of the French-
Canadian Roman Catholic population, numbering about
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“six hundred thous'md hts ‘means and resources were

very linited. Thero was not a known Protestant French
Canadian. ‘The people were devotedly attached to the
superstitions and teachings of Rome. He began in the
homes, by teaching both parents and children, and con-
versing on religious subjects with the fathers of families.
Tho evening scipol was soon begun, in which the Bible
was the reading book and often the only text book. In
visiting from house to house he turned the conversation
upon ‘the Bible and Bible topics, rather than upon
politics and kindred questions. I3 this way the light of
the Gospel was carried into *the grosc darkness that
covered the people.” With the light of the Gospel came
life, which revealed itself in-the awakening mind and
conscience. Soon the influence ot the mission schools
was so felt that the Roman Catholic clergy were
aroused to establish the littie country schools. They
did it reluctantly. But in them pupils were taught at
least to read, With knowing to read, came the neces-
sity for something to read. Books were scarce then as
good books are still. A few newspapers appeareds
Some devoted to. the interest of the Roman Catholic
Church lived ; others aiming at the enlightenngent and
instruction of the pedple died, or dragged out a very
precarious existence. Among the latter was the Semeur
Canadien, the first organ of evangelical Protestanism,

It did much good in its time and helped to consolidate
French-Canadian Protestanism. It was followed by the
Mouiteur, which in turn was succeeded by L'Aurore,
which still exists, and with the Ctto_yen Franco-Americain,
published at Springficld, Mass, represent French Pro-
testanism to-day. - -During these years the Roman
Catholic schools and press have been also developing.
In the fifteen hundred and twenty-nine towns and vil-
lages of the Provmcc, there are four thousand one hun-
dred arid thirty Roman Cathslic schools, with an attend-
ance of 223,000 scholars. But what of the results of
these schoofls, after half a century’s clerical control of
education in the Province ? ILet Le Monde, a French
Catholic organ, reply. ¢The other day, in order to
defeat a bill excluding illiterate persons from school
commissions, the Provincial Secretary declared that
there were municipalities unprovided with perscns able to
read and write. This is sad, this is shameful._ _Really,
one can beast of our system of public instruciion -*-- it
is fine, it 1s fruitful. Nevertheless, if anycre taises his
voice to ask for reforms, an effort is made to stone him.

There are in our midst men who are anxious to leave
the French-Canadians in ignorance. These people are
afraid, for the day when all can read and understand
what they read, there will be trovble in the camp and a
great sweeping off of abuses and privileges. French.-
Canadian municipalities where no school coramissioners
able to read and write can be found ! !' 1 This is de-
clared in open House, and no ‘one rises to ask for an
immediate revival of our school system." "

In these closicg sentences we have a picture which
ought to impress itself on the heart of every well-wisher
of Canada. It is not drawn by this paper. Itis given
by a responsible, and well-informéd committee of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada and is signed by names
honoured throughout the length and breadth of the Jand.
Surely there is here rdom for serious reflection and for
consccrated help to carry on a thrice much-needed
work, When alongside this picture are placed the



