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French Evangelization.

T H£l furore oi'er Mr. Papineau*s admission' tZi the
Panasbyt:.rian Churcb, of which the leading French-
Caainpapers now seemn to be heautily ashamed, hins

turned uppn the devotcd bead of t1à, ycnerable Father.
Chiniquy. The part wvhich Father Ehiniqu'y took in the
ccremony was, if a proud, a modest one, and the vituper-
ation poured on hlm througli the press can be explained
only on tbe supposition 'that public opinion having risen

1between Mr. Papineau and his iots, the latter must find
a more dcfencclems victim for its unbpunded rage. But
it wvili av'ail littie if sixty ycars of Father Chiniquy's life
histvry bc ransackcd and be bespattcred with the mud

*of malice- His -- orks stand forth to commend hlm;
persecutions many and dire have but endeared hlm al
thc more to those whose sympathies he has wvon, iuid
the Frcncb-Canadian press bt.t attracts the sunlight ot
truth and intelligence to the ictolerance of its favoured
crecd by the course it has chosen to take in the case of
Mr. Papineau, and bas always taken when its; bete nzoir
in chief, Dr. Cbiniquy, bas been concerned. The cyes
of niany who have hitherto regarded with indifference
or complacency the Frenr.h-Canadian question, have
been opened ; people are asking ini astonishment if these

* things be so, if in Ibis last decade of the 'ninetitenth'
century and in a frce Canada scencs sucb as have been
actcd in Sorrel, ln Maskinonge, and ln Montreal cari bc
possible. The natural, and wvc hope the specdy, scquence
to such an awakening will ho an earnest enquiry as to
whbat is being dont lin the field of French Evangelization,
and whether the Church is supporting the eff6orts of the
labourtrs in that trying, bard, field. If ive turri to the
intcresting report of the Boaý'd of French Evarigeliza-
tion, îvbosc vrirk we bave on many occes-ions com-
xncndcd Ioi otar readers, we find that the operations of
the Bofird arc carried on in Qaîtario and Newv Brunswick

* as wcll as in Quebec, although, as a matter of course,
chicfiy in Qucbec, wvbere efigbtecn pastors, -twvclve rnis-

* Sionaries, seven missionary-colpotteurs, and twenty-six
*teachers laboutred last ycar. The following extracts will
*shoiw hoîv work was beguntand wbat has been accom-

plishod:
"4 Vhen the Protestant miseionary, some fifty-five

ycars ago, turncd to the cvangelization of thec French-
Çanadian Ronian Catholic population, numberingabout

six hundred thousand, bis mens and resources were
vcry linmited& Tlierèwas not a known Protestant French
Canudiai'. The people wvere dcvotcdly attached to the
superstitions and teacbings of Romie. He began ini the
bomnes, by teacbing botb parents and hbldren, and con-
vcrsing .on reiglous subjects with the fathers of familles.
Tho evening scl*bol was soon begun, in îvbîch the Bible
wvas the rcading book and often the only text book. In
visiting from bouse to bouse hoe turneq the conversation
upon *the Bible and Bible topics, rather than upon
politics and kindrcd questions. là this way the ligbit of
the Gospel wvas carried into ' the gros£ darkness that
covercd the pecople.' With the light of the Gospel came
lifé, which revealed itself i-the awvakening ntind and
conscience. Soon the influence Qt the mission schools
wvas so felt tbat the Roman Catholic clergy wvere
aroused to establish the littie country scbools. They
did it reluctantly. But in themn pupils %vere taught at
least to rend, With knowing to rend, camie the neces-
sity for somietbing to read. Books were scarce then as
gotsd books are still. A fewv newspapers appenred.-
Some devoted to. the intercst of the Roman Catholic
Church lived ; others aiming at the en6lightenr4nt and
instruction of the pe8ple died, or dragged out_ a very
precarious existence. Among the lattèe Ws the Semeur
Canadien, the first organ of e6angelical Protestanism.
It did much good in its time and belpe 'd to consolidate
French-Canadian Protestanism. It waes followed by the
Mauileur, wvhich ln ttirn was succeeded by L'Aurer,
wvhich still exists, and with the Cilàtyei: Franco-Ayncricain,
published at Springfield, Mass., represent French Pro-
testanisrn to-day. .... During these years the Roman
Catholic schools and press b ave been also developing.
In the flfteen bundred and twenty-nine towns and vil-
lages of the Province, there are four thousand one bun-
dred and thirty Roman Cathlic-schools, with an attend-
ance Of 223,000 scholars. But ivhat of the resuits of
these schools, after haif a century's clerical contrai of
education in the Province ? Let Le Monde, a French
Catholic organ, reply. ' The othei day, in order to
defeat a bill excluding illiterate persans fro'm schaol
commissions, the Provincial Secretary declared that
therè Nvere municipalities ùnprovided with-persons able to
read and write. This is sad, this is shamneful.. Really,
ane caui bc.ast of our systemn of public instrucÇ -on ... it
is fine, it is fruitful. Nevertheless, if anycne taises his
voice to ask fer reforms, an effort is made to stone hlim.
Tbere are in our nuidst men who, are anxious to legve
the French.Canadians ia ignorance. These people are
2fraid, for the day when aIl can rend and understand
-%vhat they read, there wvill be txople in the camp and a
geat sweeping off of abuses and privileges. French.
Canadian inunicipalities where no school corsamissioners
able to rend and write cari be found ! ! 1 This is de-.
clared ln open Huse, and no -one rises to ask for an
immediate revival of our sch 'ool systeax.'" I

In these closicg sqntences we have a picture which
ought to inipress itself on the heart of every wel.-wisher
of Canada. It is not drawn by this paper.' It is given
by a responsible, ànd ivell-inforindd committec of the
Presbyterian Church in Canada and is signed by names
honoured tbroughout the Iength'and breadth of the ]and.
Surely there, is here ro7om for serious reflection and for
consecrated help to carry on a thrice much.needed,
'ývgrl, -%hen tlon&side this picture are pla;ced the
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