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many ministers and representative church members
during the past week, and the Conference meetings
appear to have gone off in a most satis{actory manner.
The Presbyterians and Coengregationalists have dis-
cussed the different phases of their life and work, and
have found sufficient reason to be well content with
themselves. But a few things may be noticed as
noticeable.

Eact assembly was evidently under the rule of
a very limited number of men. The same names
occurred again and again, Dr, So-and-so, M.\, etc.,
was constantly on his feet, while the majority sat and
listened and voted as they were directed. The Con-
gregational ministers and delegates appeared to be at
the mercy of 2 “ring.” Everything was brought for-
ward cut and dried, and nobody secemed to have the
courage to offer a criticism or opposition. Whatever
a committee proposed or recommended was instantly
accepted, and red-tapism had it all its own way.

1 was glad to hear the discussion in the Congrega-
tional Union of the matter of ministerial education,
but sorry to find it all ending in nothing practical
or useful. The Rev. Hugh Pedley, of Cobourg,
strongly insisted upon the urgent need for a closer
study of New Testament exegesis un the part of stu.
dents.  And I think he was right.  Ministers are ex.
pected to have an understanding of the Bible, but dur-
ing their college course it is the one book they study
least. They give more time to Homer than to St.
John, more attention to Cesar and Cicero than to St.
Paul. They are not going forth into the world to
preach Homer, and the smattering of Greek and Laun
they get is of little or no use to them when they Jeave
college—for if they know classics enough to use Elli.
cott and Alford, that is all the majority of ministers
require.

ONE gentleman, a layman, and otherwise supposed
to be a practical business man, for he holds a respon-
sible position, cooly suggested that the time had come,
or at all events, was nigh at hand, when the Congre-
gationalists should only accept as students for the
ministry those young men who have gone through a
course of training at the university, It does not seem
to have occurred to him, that young men who can
command such advantages will probably look for some
kind of return in the way of social position. \What can
Congregationalism offer an educated young man in
Canada? A startina small town or village, with a sal-
ary of about six or eight hundred dollars per year, and
not much chance of winning * promotion by ment.”

THE ministry has become a profession ; the mission-
ary idea has died out, and the minister has to make his
salary just like any other professional man. He must
have ability of some sort or he will not succeed ; it may
be ability to cringe ; to hide his own convictions ;
to pursue a policy of pleasing everybody ; to put his
manhood down to serve as a hassock in some rich
man's pew ; or, to bravely assert his right to be true
and save his soul from the unpardonable sin of mean-
ness—but ability he must have, for he cannot rely now
upon the power of the simple truth he preaches, and
the commanding dignity of his office. St. Paul would
hardly be considered a great preacher in these days,
and St. John’s sermons on “love” would have no
influence whatever on the individual members of a
“Union.” A full exchequer is the basis of our unity,
and money is our bond of affection. While that is so
our laity may as well understand and recognize the
fact that the fast thing they require in the minister is
the knack of making money.

It seems to me a mistake to educate the minis-
try much beyond the general run of people. A ininis-
ter should be a little abreast of his people, but not very
much, Any great difference between him and them
must result 1in misunderstanding and trouble. The
Congregationalists should consider where their minis-
ters have to work, and train them accordingly. Let
them have the kind of education they need for the
work they actually have to do. It rarely happens that

an accomplished schular can succeed as a pioncer l
Our first-class classi~s are not likely to find much
friendshup n the farming villages and backwoods, and
Canada has villages and backwoods to a very consid
erable extent. It 1s a waste of time and money to
train men for work they will never have to do.

THE one thing neglected in our colleges is the ant
of preachung.  Students are sedulously taught how to |
coustrue Homer and Cicero, and answer Strauss or |
Bauer, but how to construct & sermon, so s Lo inter- '
est and enlighten an audience they are not half taught.

. That arises from the fact, that often college professors
arc pulpit fulures. For example, thereas . . . . and
some others I could name.

WHaT the minister really requires is this : first,
instruction in the positive truth he has to preach;
second, as to the errors he has to meet; third, the
huma ity he has to influence for good; and fourth,
the nuivner in which his work must be done.

ONF thing, however, was made plain at those meet-
ings + the churches of Canada are making progress in
matters of religious thought ; the old narrowness is
giving way on every side. Principal Grant—a man
of large heart, hiberal ideas, and a cultured mind, just
the very kind of man to be at the head of a University
—rejoiced in the fact that this is a sceptical age, be-
cause scepticism is a proof of thoughtfulness. Dr.
Stevenson, as chairman, in his able address to the
Congregational Union, was as broad and hiberal as
broad and hberal can be, even ventuning to assert that
the tune may be, and probably 1s, at hand, when the
theory of evolution will be found in no wise comtra-
dictory of the Gespel of the New Testament.

THE Rev. Hugh Pedley, to whom I have already
referred—a young man of whom Canadian Congrega-
tionalists and others will have reason yet to be proud,
[ think—in a very able speech pleaded for free
thought. Of course, when he spoke of “unfettered
Congregationalism,” he had the ideal, and not the
actual Canadian Congregationalisim before his mund
—but none the less was his word in season and greatly
‘ncedful. Mr. Ruy made a speech—in every way good
' —in precisely the same direction. The truth1s, and
f I may as well confess it, that 1 find myself being left
lbehind in the march of progress. My friends are
I going fast—1I begin to think a little too fast ; still, as
"Principal Grant said, better scepticism than stagnation.
1
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FROM NEWFOUNDLAND.

REV. T. HALL.

Mr. EDITOR,—Yesterday 1 celebrated my twelfth
anniversary in the pastorate of the Congregational
church in St. John's. Sermons from 1st Cor. . 1-3, |
'and from chap. xv, §8. Special prayer meetings, and
2 collection for the Congregational College of B.N.A,,
constituted the pleasant exercises of the day. I
think we have no reason to be ashamed of the collec-
tion. My people know how to give to the cause of
God.

Belore this reaches you, I expect the Congregational
| Union of Ontario and Quebec will be in session in
! Montreal. I am disappointed in not being able to be
among the brethren this year either. I have very
pleasing recollections of my visit two years since in
your city of London. But though I cannot be with
you in person, I will be in spirit. You and [ can pray
that our Divine Master and Head of the Church may
guide your dehiberations and prosper His work in your
hands.

You have many difficulties and some discourage-
ment ; but we are not sent on the warfare at our own
charges. What are our greatest difficulties when we
have the Spirit of God working with us? We are all

too much given to looking at the one side of our work,
and that the human side . 1if we would only constant-
Iy remember that * the 1 ord of Hosts 1s with us,” we
woukd work more joyfully, and mare successfully too.
How dishonouring to God ts our distrust, ingratitude,
and murmuring.

I will anticipate with much pleasure the * full re-
port of the Unonmeetings. ' [ evpect the fathers and
brethren will take a new departure this year,  There
will be steps taken te revive the home nussien work.
The pastors’ retinng fund will have special attention,
perhaps a chapel and parsonage building fund wilt be
started, of course the college will receive its share of
thought, and we hope to have a cheering report from
the paublishing committee. [ think THE CANADIAN
INDEPENDENT should be giving satisfaction both to
thesubscribers and the publishers. I speak for yourcon-
stituents here; we are well pleased, and would be very
sorry to go back to the monthly,

Now, Mr. Editor, since 1 cannot visit the
Dominion this summer, I think some of the
brethren should come over and sce Newfoundland.
We promise a hearty welcome, splendid scenery by
sea and land, cool breezes, and the honour of preach-
ing 1n the metropolis.  Come, brethren, the s.s. “ Val-
letta " leaves Montreal about once a fortnight. Mr.
Lord, of Peter stieet, will give a return ticket for
forty dollars. The trip is worth twice the amount,

May 3158, 1880.

[Before this letter reaches our readers, Mr. Hall
will be in our midst, he bhaving accepted an invitation
to preach in Bond street Church for a few Saobaths.
We would like very much to see Mr. Hall comfortably
settled amongst us.  We all want hhm.—En. C. 1.]

T'o the Editor of the Caxavian Invrrrnpyyr,

DEAR £ 1,—Will you have the kindness to say in
the CanaLay INDEPENDENY that the pressure of
other duties, with the large amount of sicknecs in my
congregation {shared in an unusual degree by myself)
during the latter part of winter and spring, has pre-
vented the completion of the memoir of “ Father
\Wheeler,” which, howavaer, ic weoll on the way, and
will be ready for press just as soon as time is afforded
to finmish it CHARLES Du¥FF.

Specdside, Frune 7th, 1850.

If'iews of the &JYhurches.

REV, R. MACKaVY will preachin the Western Church,
Toronto, on the first Sunday in July.

REvV, J. B. SILCOX expects to leave on the 28th
inst. for a six weeks’ visit to Winnipeg.

LisroweL.—Rev. W. F. Clarke has received and
accepted a call to the pastorate of this church.

REV.AF.MCGREGOR, B.A., willsupply the churches
at Frome and Shedden during the month of July.

REv. Tuos. Hatt, of St. John’s, Newfoundland, is
announced to preach in Bond street Church on June
27th, and following Sundays.

Tur. Band of Hope of the Western Church gave a
concert on the evening of the 18th inst. It was a suc-
cess in every respect.  This hopeful band consists of
between 250 and 300 members.

PiNEGROVE.—The anmversary of the Sunday school
in connection with this church was held on the 15th
instant. The children and friends, of which there
were a goodly number, sat down to tea in the beauti-
ful grove surrounding the parsonage. The ladies had
made ample provision. The weather was not too hot,
and as everybody had made up their minds to be
happy, a very pleasant day was spent. In the even-
ing there was a public gathering in the church, when
pleasant and instructive addresses were given by the
pastor, Rev. R. Hay, and by Rev. Mr. Rowe, Primi-
tive Methodist minister, of Pinegrove, and Rev. W.
H. Warriner, of Yorkville. Tlus church is possessed
of a valuable property, and has every occasion to hope
for a bright future.—Cot.

BoND STREET CHURCH.—A special meeting of the
members of Bond street Congregational Church was
held on the evening of the gth inst., for the purpose of
deciding the question of the Rev. Mr. Handford's re-




