
74 INFANTS I3ROUOJIT TO JESUS.

said, suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above all the Galileans, because
they saiffered such things " «thue thiings). John iv. 23, "For the Father seeketh
such to worship, him." John viii. 5, IlAnd Moses in the law coinmanded usB that
sue& hould be stoned." John ix. 16, " How can .a nian .that is a siniser do e~nch
(these) miracles. " Acta xiii. 22, 11They that commit such things are worthy
of death." Romans ni. 2-3, 11 Away 'with quch a fellow fromn the earth "
(this fellow>. Romans ii. 2-3, "1But we are sure that the juidgment of God is
acc6rding to truth against themn that commit such things (these tings). And
thînýcest thou this, 0 man, that judgest those whieh do etch things " &c. (these
thiig,). I. Cor. v. 1, 2, 11, 11S;ich fornication." "1Withi such an one we are not
to ep,& 1 (willi thbis one or one of is sort). 1. Cor. xvi. 16, IlThat ye submit
yourselves unto &ch " (unto tse). Il. Cor. iii. 12, IlSeeing that we have mich
hope " (this hope). Il. Cor. x. 11, IlLet suchi an one think" «'(his one or one of
this sort). II Cor. xii. 1-5, 11n Ià knew such a mnan" (this man). -"I&,ch a
one " «this one). "0 f such a one wiil I glory " (Of this one ill/ I glony.) Gala-
tians v. 2, 3, "1Against eswh there is ne Iaw"1 (agaluet tse). SECONDLY, it does
not naturally point te, persons who were merely lil<e children. The word is only
Snce trauslated "Ilike"1 in the New Testament, and then freely, inexactly and

inmperfectly, see Acta xix. 25, IlWhom hie cailed together with the workmen
of like occupation " (of this or thse same occupation). THiRDL-Y, it is not
the case that littie children are incapable of belonging te the kingdorn of God.
In ail earthly kingdoms there are little children ; and why should, there be none
in the hesivenly ? Little children mnust bo under some spiritual sceptre or other
as soon as they exist. Some one must reig over themn and have a right to thein.
They must be either i the kingdom of dakna or in the kingdorn of light, and
of heaven. In which cf the twc shall we say, if they should die while littie chul-
dren they miust go sonie whither ; either upwardly or downwardly, whither sorne
king or ether must dlaim. thern and accord to them the rights and privileges cf in-
cipient citizenship. There can be, ne dcnbt that they belong to God and his
Christ. And indeed. it is this fact that they do belong to, God's heavenly king-
(lomn which constitutes one cf the distinctions cf the kingdom cf heaven properly

80clefrom the chureh properly se cailed. It is truc, indeed as is indicatea by
Mayer that the develcped traits cf moral character which, distinguish a fuil-grown I
subjeet cf the kingdorn of heaven, are net present in little children. But then
it is equaily truc that there is the absence cf the character cf those whci' are
rebels and enemies. And assuredly the favour cf their natural sovereign, the

oig f Kings 'wil net be denied them tili it be morally forfeited. FouRTHL-Y, it
is altogether unnatural to suppose that our Savieur had ne interest in the little
children theinselves, but was exclusive]y interested in older persons cf child-
like character. Can we suppose that his state cf mind if fully unfolded. miglit
have been thus expressed ?-" Hlinder net these little cnes from coming te me.
Truc, I have ne interest in theni'htovr I amn interested only in adults ;
1 have te do as a Savieur only with adulits. My kingdom bas nereal littie chl-
dren in it. I arnonttheir king. I have ne dlam on them, ne erown for them,
and ne faveurs te confer on them. 1 have ne place fer them in rny kingdem,
but yet they are living and lively jpictures, as it were, cf the persons in whem I
arn interested. They seem as mirrers te, reflect that character of rày subjects
%vhich is pleasing ini ry sight; -.nd by this association cf ideas I feel se far inter-
ested ini them?" It is impossible te suppose that our Savicur theuglit and felt i
this mariner. Dis iritereet in littie childrén was real and for their own sakes. It
wss primary and net merely secondary, and because cf the child.likeness cf his
subjects. if they who, are like littie children belong te, the kingdcm of heaven,
why ahould we for a momènt dcubt that the little children themselves belcng te,
the kingdom ? Doubtless they ail de, and if that change w1ldch mxen cail death
happens te them while they are stfi littie chilciren, we may reat assured that te,
the little cnes it wil be life everlasting. They will net be shut eut from the
higher province cf the kingdcmi cf heaven when they are snatched away from the
lewer.


