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put chielly to the increasing pressure of foreign com-
petitton, the mulls have n most cases this year shut
down for two weeks, and cconomies are being effected
wherever possible, to the detriment of the incomes of
mill officers and operatives. The cotton manufac-
turers are naturally wondering why they were en-
tirely overlooked in the tariff revision. “I'he shirt and
collar manufacturers and manufacturers in other
cotton fabrics are also taking anxious thought for
the morrow, and recall the occasion four or five years
ago when Sir Wilfrid Laurier specifically promised
a deputation of shirt and collar men that the duties
un such fabrics would be readjusted to balance the
favors that had just before then been given to the
cotton manufacturers, headed by the late A. F. Gault.
Whether Sir Wilfrid and his colleagues have bLeen
paying these manufacturers off as a justification for
repudiating the promise is a question upon which they
have often speculated in public or in private, accord-
g to which side of politics the speculator Fappened
to be on. To what extent this speculation may de-
velop into concrete action by the time the Dominion
clections come around must be left for the profes-
sional politicians to determine. Meantime the impor-
tation of cotton, as well as woolen, fabrics continues
to increase at a remarkable rate, and these importa-
tions are displacing gouds herctofore made in Cana-
dian mills whose past prosperity has supported many
thousands of Canadian work pcople, who in turn have
given trade to thousands of Canadian merchants.
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—The XNational .Association of \Waol Growers
and the National Live Stock Association of the United
States recently held a joint convention, and the result
will be the withdrawal from Congress of the Gros-
venor or “shoddy” bill, framed to compel manufac-
turers of textile fabrics to label their goods so as to
show how much wool and how much of shoddy or
other substitutes for wool the goods contain. The
bill was merely an attempt to make political capital
by catching the votes of the wool-growers, but during
the iscussion of the n.casure at the convention its
mjustice and impracticability were made so plain that
the convention decided to abandon the support it had
been giving it. The Canadian imitators of Mr. Gros-
venor will soon see with equal clearness the imprac-
tical and unjust character of their proposals.
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—The raw cotton market as well as the wool mar-
ket is of exceptional interest to the textile trade just
now. \We s€e in the United States and England as
well as in Canada a curtailment of production among
the mills. In the United States stocks are low in the
hands of retailers, and trade has taken on the usual
pre-clection dullness in view of the uncertainty of
politics. Over against this is the fact that the Gov-
crument cotton crop report for July shows a condi-
tion of 88 to ¢o as against 77.1 in July, 1903, and 84.7

in July, 1902. The condition is better than any vear
since 18y8, but the comtingencies of weather of the
coming month have still to be reckoned with, so that
the future is full of mystery., The fact that United
States mills ranning on short time for several months
past are still able to fill the current demands shows
to what an extent over-production must have been
going on over the border. In the case of the Cana-
dian mills the difficulty is not over-production at
honte, but over-importation.  Ou the cotton crop out-
look a leading New York broker reporting on the
8th says: “In the face of these reports there scems
to be little incentive to buy cotton, and spinners, in
my opinion, will do well to limit purchases to their
actua]l needs from day to day. If the fruition of the
crop justifies its present promise they will be able to
buy much more cheaply one or twu months hence.
The world will consume this year barcly ten million
bales of American cotton, and when the trade realizes,
as 1t shortly will, that 1t is confronted with a pussible
supply of twelve nuthons of bales, prices must fall
to a point that will stimulate consumption, At pre-
sent the tendency seems to be still in the direction
of its contraction.”
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BRITISH WOOL AND TEXTILE MARKETS.

(Correspondence of Canadian Journal of Fabrics.)
Bradford, Eng., June 28th, 1004,

Since writing you last, the new clip has come on the mar-
ket, and been practionlly disposed of.  Tihe prices paid for
it were from 30 to 40 per cent. above what was paid for the
same chps last year. The advance is considerable, but some
of the largest dealers have bought mast of the Ints, apparently
expecting still further advances It is <aid that a good deal of
this wool is intended for the States, but the exact quantity
bought for there is difficult to determine.

The local sales also took place last week and here again
prices averaged 10 per cent. advance on the sales of a month
ago.

Several of our largest blanket manuflacturers are busy
with large comntracts for Japan, and low matenal of every
description 1s being well bought up, sume Jasses of waste be
g 0o tu 70 per cent. dearer than twelve months ago

The changes m your tariff have not caused much com-
nient in our local papers  One member of Parliament en-
deavored to use it as a lever against the Chamberlain policy
by asking for the amount of protection placed on  British
made cloth by Canada and other protected cotmtries,  The
answer was given, but the agitation expected did not follow.

The general opinion is that a straight 30 per cent. is re-
quired, and it was quite expected that sooner or later your
tariff would be raised to that amount. )

Business in raw material is. very difficult, as manufac-
turers arc loth to pay advances and only buy what they are
forced to.  On the other hand, dealers decline tp sell at the
present prices, as they confidently expect further advances
on account of scarcity.

The local exhibition which is being held here still con-
tinucs to be a great success in cvery respect, and it is anti-
cipated that at the close the commttee will have a handse .ne
surplus to hand over,



