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No one can dispute tbe arnbigîîity of the following: -Ibe chief spolie to the
tlîief iii bis biouse." Sucb indefinitencss lias no place in Cree. If the chie('s bouse
is uneant the sentence is, ", Oliernov lie wcchie p)ekiskvii nflio okirniotiwa ve ki'k "; if the
tbief's bouse is ineant, the last wvord ha, tlie relative (relating to znofler> ending

"yi'k"I added, niaking" Ilvekey'i'k."
Suppose tbat a nman wislies to take a hiorse bomne. The form of verb lie eniploys

indicates wvhose borse. If bis, own horse lie says, "lNe kià lewrtahiow," 'Il will take
iin bioiie."- If aîîutbcr's, "Ne kii kev. t.iirnowît,''" I will take lus (borse) line.''

S NT iI E iS.

A few examles wvill give soine idea of the constructive peculiarity of thiis
languiage.

Tbe root Il wiù " signifies Il ligbit- or Il white colouir." 13y a .systüm, tbe Cree lias
added to tbis root eîîdings tbat arc significant and unique "W eo" lie sees "

wvipewin," Il siglit ';''wiipaintin,''- inirror -; Il wiipai*tuini," Il ie sees it ''; iviipa-

m.lo," Iluhe secs birn ;"wiipeliito," "lie causes bbn to sec."

Agaiîî, upon tbc root Il pi.-i," "coursiiîg " or Ilgoing," is bujîlt anotber set of
words: " >îoiii*,-o," "li e %valks "; ' 1 îbo'ti-wini," Ilalking," i.e., tbe noun " piio*-
tablzo," " le causes ini bo %valk,'' or go I p)iiiîcýyow," Il lie flues ''; "piîniskow," Il'lie
paddles ''; Il pinaiisiv,'' '' lie sails or gocs vitb the %vind ''; Il Ii nia'ov"'lie runs ";

"piiiiatowiil,''" I iuuîiiing";' p)iiiupa>*iw," lie passes runniing ';' piinipziyaîin,''
tlue nouai Il ruiiiiing " in passing b>'.

Il.-THE NOUS'.

Ibere is a disposition on tbe part of soiîîe to underestirnate tbe imîportance of
the noun in Cree. lb is difficuit to sec tbe rcast'ii of tbis wvbeîi it is considered
tbat tlîe language abouîîds in nuaies of a]l kiiîds conceivable, and possesses bue
genus or ability of naiîîing everytbiiîg tluat civiliz'atioi preseubs as iiew. It is true
thait inany nounis are fornied froui verbs by pirefixes and tnodifled endings, but iblis
fact is no argument (as ivill be seen) tlîat tbe nin is not a proiinent part of specb
or tlîat it does not îiaturally occur in tbe laiiguage.

i. Naines aie given Ildirectly " to ob)jects-k-csilz, sky; abiîn, dog; asince, stone;
îiipè, wvater; mai:1,riî; ki.nia, snoîv; pii, ail, grease; infistùs, a cattle lcast; nifiswu,
nîoose ; musk'và, bear; mnahik, pine; askcê, cartli, a con try; pcr'aslies; ne)iP
blood. In bue last two words tbe "'rongli brcatluing " of bbe Grcck is used, to secure
thue h sound in Englisli, aftei ê iîî eari)î %ord. Tlie force of bbc breabliing is exacbly
tlîe saine as tlîat in the naine Locliaber, a district of Invernecss.

2. Naines are given "liîîdirectly"--tbat is, tlîey are suggested or derived:

(a) 0f these tbe verb originates înarq iiouns by the prefix 5, as kisbekâo, he
farms; ôkistekao, fariner: àiyainîelow, lie prays; rût.iyaiineliov, onc wlio prays, a
Christian. Tlue t is here iîîserbed between two vovels for easy uitterance, or eupbony.
Mcfyosoo, she (mas. or fem.) beauitiful; 3i-iêyosoo, tbe beauty. Kêyiiskcîv, lie lies;

ôkôyiiskC-w, a liar.

(b) The verb originates otlier nouins by an affix, or by botb prefix and affix,
ta the tbird person, singular, present tense. Niknrnoo, lie sings; iiiktimoowin,
singing. Cbcêkiêkii.-o, lie cbops; cliêktcékf.Lin, cluopping. Tipaliutînâ'k.eo, lie pays;
tipalitini;*ik.-tvin, payaient. i~i:k ile commnitts unurder (muas. or éei.u; i)iuipii-
'tiikEtsk, a murderer. ;Ayiiiiiélui.Lkisoo, lie I)retends bo pray ; ôtiiytiuîcbai'k.Iustusk, a
hypocrite. The last tlîrc exaînples show that nouns may be formed by a prefix and
tluc affix sk to a nuodified ending.
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