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and of the burial of Milton %%as il, sucli danlger thî,ît
these and otlicr historie treasuires %were rThucd 1le
<isaster ivihil stirely airoflse the atborities bu the uir-
gec of enfcîrciiîg safer conîstructive regulatienîis, bý
w idCi a lire ini onîe bilding Noîîl le p)recvmîîe<l fr i
develc>ping iitb su terrib>le a cuttagratioti as the one
%wIhidi lias devastated a district in Lonîdon.

The London Tiintes statcs bliat thie fire brigade o!
the Metropolis shîowed "its ustial celerity" in attack-

ing thie great tire of last iiitl. Thiis tuiai have hetii
'4s1 oke sarkasbic," or nîay tiot, at atly rate bhe celer-

ity was iot apparent to tiiose wlio jîîdge froîîî a
Cainadiani standard. 'Ilîe metliods iii vogue iii Loii-
('oii for giving a lire alarin and suninîoîiiuig addi-
tional lîelp are ludicrous. Fancy a mani being sent
OIl liorse>aek froîin the %celle of a tire to cuill mit
sections o! thîe lire brigade! Electrie signais liave
not becît establislicd in districts containiîîg tic îîîost
valuable stocks anîd buildings ini tic world. Th'le
whîole systein is so anîtiue tiat ils proper place is
the Britisli Museunm. Any townin l Caniada as badly
equippeci for lire protcctionî as is London wotld;
bc rankcd by the Uiuderwriters' Association, uit the
lowest mark,.

THE DEEP WATERWÂYS COMMISSION.
Thîcre is an ancictît phrase whicli inay' bc Eîîglislitcd

thlus: *WVe fear tie (keeks Mieni brisig? 'ig gifts." \Ve
confess bu liaviîîg nu0 confidence ini au Intîernationaîl
Commîission on deep waterways, favoriîîg amy scliemel
whlicli %voîild lie so favorable tu ('atiadiauiilieeî as

to justify an outlay of Caliadian nîoiîcy. 'Ille Report
ut the Commînissioni just isblned dechires diat the sa% -
inig whîicli would be effectcdl in cost of tranîsportationî
of westcrnî producc "lias conivinced thte ref)rescttt-
tives of bhe litiiicreds of milîliotns cof capital cilgageol il,
tlîe commnerce of the tîpper lakes tlîat au ebisuiof
L'cep watcr to thîe Atlanîtic seaboard ivill eflect a11
aînîîal saving of miore millions thiau ivill lie re(lniril
to pay the iîîtercst on, tie cost of stîcli a %'ork, great
as that nîiav bu." The Report goes on tu dcclarc
tîxat. "Sucli a watcrway woîild ouly be utîdertakeui
o., thie bcst rouite to New York, and Catiada's inter-
est iii tlîe question is wlietlicr tiat. wuil ]le au1 Initer
nlational onie. Thîiec is oiîlv one Interniatlional roule
possible, îvhiclî ks ilat via. tic St. Lawrence and L.ake
Chamîplain, whichî us also ouie whiclî pernîuits of the
extensioni of buis duelp Nater systei bu lMoîîtrcal aîid
tlience to Europe on the stiortest Piossible hule." Th*1is
schieme is one to shunît Itrointreal1 on ai sigle Elle ini
order for tic grcat streaiîî o! western freiglit bu 1r:
given frcc course to Ncw York. We< venture tu Pre-
<Iict that the people of Canada ivill nleyer conîsent V,
onc dJollar beilig spent tg) provide a dul) vtr.
irouin lier lakes bo Newv \ort ', or the cou'strucetioti ()
a1 canal froni ailv point on bbce St. Laîvrcncce, by wîîicil
the vast occanti rade of thiat river îvotild lic tiappeci for
tme enrichietît of a farciguî port. The expression ili
the Report, -Canada's intcrest on sucdi a watcrway.
bliat is, froîi tic St. Lawvrence via lake Cliauîîlain,
tc, New York, is only second to that or the Unitedi
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SiUites," 'is significant. C.taada alr-cady owns. the
îîîost înlagîîiflit %Naterval% ini the % orldl, frotîx Uic in-
tcrior of ,' Colitilieît th de oceanl, and shc ivill not

I .a set ti'înhîrs paîrt toi Nu%,, Yo rk ini thle cnjuyniciit
o.'t tlîis gifî <'f nature fur lier coiiiiiirce. Wysliotld
suec? \Vhecî our canalb are diceputîîed as proposed,
vd ien, the liarbour (if tlîis city ib iînproved as initcndcdl,
%\lieu tite cîxatînvl tu tubec is put ini good shape as
it %vil bc cru luiîg, the lAkes and St. Lawrence route
Nill atTord a ititire c'.uiioniiical id shiorter passage
bu Europe ilian %\tnild lbc secured l>y swvitching the
course oiT tu o:% cv urk. l'le Report says: "'Stcli
a %%,ater\vaVv via LACk Clhamplainî motd give Ili op-
portuîity of doing %%i ht our, that is the Canadian,
caniaIs Nwcre initcnided to dIo, but liave failed to do."
M'ell, ur canaIs are in course of being inade equal
i-) tihe N\'rk t \vw re iîîbended to do," and long be-
furc the suggesbed dIe1> war .3is likecly to bc even
beguni thobe canais \\il ii n longer faau to obtain. "the
ina\itiini atiinvulît of the itcsterii trade for the St.
Lawrence route." \Vlat is more, \wlîcu it is so oh-
taincî, a: lt \wull be, suicl brade \\ill pass by a Canadian
coursc, anîd thrugh a Canladiaîî port, directly to the
oceanl. \'Jc otter nu objection to our iciglibors to
the Suu1thl duung theuir uitnist bu acquire the tracte of
the west for Nev York, but, against Canada giving
aniy couiitenanitce tu a sctieniie for dirccting frcighit
froxît this port bu a foreign on1e, Nve l)rotest, anîd our
protesî s N\ il ie et litieul x\itli cînî>Iîass I1 cvery loyal
Canadian.

CANADIÂN LIFS MANAGERS' ASSOCIATION.
Trhe above Association hceld a nieeting at Toronto,

on1 the 2Otli Nuvenîber. t )ît of bwelve Caniadian
coîupaîîies, the iollowinig lne wvere repireslentc iii
person. hec Canada Life, Cnfederabion Life, Mani-
ulacturers' U-ic, Royal Victoria Life, Teînpcrance and
(ictieral, Fuderal, 1 I unjituin, Lxcelsitor, Lonidon Life.
A comniucation ii s read froin Mr. T. Il. Mac-
aulay oni beliaîf of te Siini Life of1 Caniada iii rcfcr-
ence tu the quie-ztioti of uicreasecl rates to niet the
reduccd inbcrest secuirable un investînenits. l'lie feel-
ing of tUeic eting generalîv \ivas adverse to sucli a
change. but the inatter îîîii lie coiîsidcred at a mucet-
ing iii Fcbv. next.

Mfr. A. M.\cI)otngalfd, 'Manager of tic British Eui-
pire Miltual, agrces with Mr. Ranmsay, of tlîe Stand-
ard, that the iiovenîcuit of the Anierican comîpanies
ta adopt 3 1-2 pCr Cent, IS a basis docs not practiC-
ally conccrt lBritishî Conipatîles, as thcy have long
adopted that. aîîd even Iciw er rites, for v'aluing their
rcserves. lie also points out tlîat the action cf
Anicrican Coînpaîîîcs is no critcriolî for tiiose in
Canada, because United States' risks are taken under
a difierent inortality tale to those of the Dominion,
w'hichi is a, not iiiiiînportant factor as aflccting tic
valîtatioti of rteserves,. lucre s ailso a diffcrence
bctwvceti Aincricani and aadî conl>anics in tic
average rate of intcrest recccivccl froni investuients.
lic considers the niaintainance of 4 T-2 pier cent., as
the Goveriinienit standard in Canadla, as openî to se-
rus objection, a: it ks ipt bu l>e tiiislcaduîiig. 1lc rz-
gards the quecstion o! rcducing expenises as one to
whichi insîîrancc conîpanies urgently nccd to pay
more attention beforc thcy t.-ke "'y step towards in-
crease of prcmniums.


