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and know more le, that Cod in our Father;
and that the secret of ail those suspicions we
have, those fenrs, tiioso shrinkings, those
doubla, lies in thits, tlitt %ve lose our gras> of
this besutiful and blessed trutb, that Cod is
our Father. It is a % erv strange thing that
natural men coîteînpl4ate God, the Lord's
Supper, tho Bible, the Sanctuary, religion,
with tee1ings cf terror; they place ver 'much
iu the samnecategory, the gravd det, and
diseuse, the sacrarnent, religion, and the
pritest: these ail belon1g, they tliink, to the
oue clama of terrible tlîangs, thut it iu aiwaya
but to put thern ail off te the hast moment,
and crowd tliein lin tliat moment, and have
nothing to do witia tlaem, lest, like baleful
ahsdows, they darken and make gloomy the
lite that we live. My dear friends, this lu no
more like Uhriatianity than like Mohamme-
dsnism; it in liker Mohammedsniam and
hesthenism than Christianity. I repeat, not
s my own conviction, but au the reiterated
«xPression of the Bible, that this book and
tbis religion were as much designed to malce
men hsppy, as ever they were to make me»
bol y; and that neyer wiii men know what
reai happiness iu, tlt they know whst real
religion is. Every element of saduesa lu a
Christian's heart is not fromn this, but from,
anéther source ; and every element of joy in
-a Christian'& heurt cornes from this, and no
other source. 'irry this conviction, then
into your worehouses when you have gront
losses to bear; carry it into your counting
bouises when the last post brings you the
worat intelligence of what you have afloat;
carry it to your roonis whcn you are upon a
aick-bed; carry it tu the grave when the
earth falîs cold and heavy upon the.bosom of
the-near, the dear, nnd the heloved, and hear'
whiupered frorn the skies, "MLy child ;» and
respond lu adoring, gratcful; and happy ac-
cents, Il My Father t" And if Rie be a Fa-
ther,wiul lie needlessiy affliet? Itilafor our
good, sud flot for our pain, that Hie afflicts
us wben Hie sees it meet to do an.

This Father of ours, 1 would notice in the
next place, to whom wo pray, is not the au-
thor of évil. Nay, when poor untutured hu-
manity prayed for a deliverer, it could nlot
think un; because God cannoe be the author
of it, and the deliverer tue. To pray that
the author of evii would deliver us frorn evil
ia lîke praying that Satan may be divided
against hîmself. God is here set before us
as thedeliverer froni evil, not as the author
of it. 'He sends chastisement, but that is,
flot evii. Hie seîids judgaîents on his chl-
dren to draw themi to himself, and win them
front the world, but that la not evil. There
is n evil ini anythihà that lias not ai» in it;
the ýonly evil ina the universe is sin, and ivlxere
sin is nlot, there cannot ho evil; wherc sin ia,
there, of course, raugt lie cvil. But here we
pray to Cod, not as the author of cvil, but as
the deliverer fro-ii it; and tiais teachea us
thet Hie did not make it, that Hec did flot

send it, that it la an intrusion, sud an ln
polation. that it is a discord in creation'a
mony, that it in God'u mind to Toot it oug
exterminate it, to dento t for over,
inake the earth that it has marred beau'
as when firat it was made ; an that if Hie
nouuced it gond at the beginnine, Hie
pronounce it better in the end, in as fat
redeemningw~ork transcende in &loiy cre
and ruling work. But the original pas
as 1 daresay you have often hieard, is pro
ly and strictly translated, flot Ildeliver
from evil," but "ldeliver us from iae evil,n
apo tou poncroti. Some have uaid it n
tue Evil One-Satan; and I do flot ku
but that this mnay be the meaning. It
pends upon whether poneron is iu the ne,
or masculine gender. In the Greek Wd
tive, which vo translate Il vii" orIlbd1
masculine and neuter ge*;der are the
If the world be masculine, the rend
would bc"I the evil person," Ilthe evil ou.e
but if it be the neuter gender, it meatuu
Il vii thing." Ily idea ia that the neu
gender isulhere uused, and that it la ai» x
is referred to ; teaching us that ail evils,vot4
ever tbey may he called, are branches fâl
one commun tot, and that ot la sin-ît
ail that la wrong iu the auniverao coheres tg
finda its strength, its force, iLs nutrimen4g
sin. Thus, thon, !ýiua ia the cvil that reeà
hurnanity froin God, and laumauaity frouait.
manity. Sin iu the explosive power ia ik
depths of the hunian heurt that gatbhn
strengtb froni indulgence, aud from years,ui
it burats iato insurrections, revolutions, Tmr
convulsions, snd aitreva the earth witb à~
wrecks-the evidence of what si» la, am4
what ai» can do. Si», therefore, la the grecr
mout; and siekucas, as fat as it la cvii; Wa
aorrow, snd plugace, and pestilence, sud famine
are eitheir the exponients of it, or in oubet
cases the fruits of iL; and e%îl, in as far si

the are taiatcd sud impegnted by it
Nay properly apeaking, ipstlece, that due
one amnid whose ravages Mo have bceeo, is Dot
evil, but it is the punishment, of evii; forby
a most unysterious law, but a law beauUfu
and good, the effects of ai» recoit upon lu.
self ; so that pestilence, for instance, is no'
only the resu t of ain, but the avenger of
-sin. Si» gives birth to plague, and pestilence
and famine; those are thon formued into a
scourge by God hiiseif', mîth 'whicli sin a
punished. IL us thaus that sin, by, its Very Te-
bound, aets, and tends to its own final des-
truction and extermination.

Tierefoîe, then, we wluo have been i» the
midst of this city, that lias looked for so natty
weeks so plaguc-sinîtten--w-Ne who have ce.
caped, nlot because wve were more worthy, but
because God was more merciful-wve who se-
knowledge and féele-let philosophera scoif,
-let selentifie mon look down %vith profoutd
affected sovereiga contenipt-we, who believe
the old-fasbioiied trutu, tîcat becounea more
true, or rather more apparent, the longer the


