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force of this accusation by alledging that the - fuse to acknowledge the obligation whi
..ma that were made for you in baptism were | yoursclyes have made.  And I am enabled
wol Your yows,—that you wert 1o party to the say of a large number of you, that] not o
transaction that then tooh place, wnd that, were you devoted to the Lord by your pare
inerefore, though yoa have notactud up to the in baptism, but that by scating yourselves
engagements that were entured into on your . the table of the Lord, you have become a py
achalf in that solemn covenaat pith God, you 3 to this engagement. You have, as it we
are not to blame, any more tha a man can be with your own hand, subseribed the bond «
vlamed for refusing to fulfil an ngagetent, | which they had entered concecning you,
respecting which he Las never beer consulted, | your own act, you have declared your dey
and to which he never gave his consent. mination to be on the Lord's side, and to
Now this plea I regard as by no means satis- low Him, Act consistently, then, with ¢
tactory, and that for vativus teasons. There deweriaination. You have voluntarily ¢
i repeatedly and distinetly reeoguised in the barked on that vorage which is to conduct
Seriptures, a right on the part of the parent, | to the kingdom of Him whom you have chu
to enter into covenant with Gud on bebilf of to be your Lord; Lut if you abandon the s
his child, and that corenaut e never find tht sel erc the voyage is well begun, you can
child refusing to ratify.  Did rot Hwunah, in er reach those peaceful shores. You I
praying that she might Lave a cnildy vow that  come to the goal, and dedared your resolus
she would give him to the Lord, all the days , to run the Christian yace, that you may ob
of his life? Andwhen the request was grant-  the prize of your high calling; but thisg
«d, she devoted him, apparcntiy with Lis free ious reward can never be yours, if, w
couisent, to the service.of Jehavah., And, to, others are stretching onwards in their hea
comie to the case more immediately connected | ly career, you turn aside or loiter by the
with our text, when Jephthal infurmed his | The Clristian life is not a mere point in
daughter of the vow thut he had made—that | history, that has no extension; but a
whatsoever should come forth frum lis house | stretehing onwards through the whole fu:
to meet him on his rcturn, should be the, existence. A man does not necessarily
Lord's,—did she offer any oppositivn to its into the number of God's adopted childre
performance, on the ground that she Lad not | the mere act of cm‘ollin% Lis name in the
been consulted in the making of it? Far, of some sucicty of professing Christian
from it. She said uato him, as we are wold in | earth. ~* They only who are led by the ¥
the verse immediately following the text, “ My |, of God, are the sons of God.”
father, if thou hast opencd thy mouth wito the Lt me exkort you then, my Lrethre
Lord, do to me aceording to that which hath  *hold fast the Leginning of your profes
proceeded out of thy miouth.” Now if we, stedfust unto the end.” It i ysuar duy
suppose, as some do, that she was actually | persevere in the service of God. ¥ eall
sacrificed, here is a et in which, i 1t was | you to do this, nut ouly because you are
.dlowable in any, we might have expucted that | ereatures thay His own hand has made,)
the child would have bLeen permitted « nega-, cause you are (it T may use the expresy
jve upou the futher’s cngagement; and yet | His natural born subjects ; but hecause, in
we find her, at once,. capressing hier acqui- |, dition, you have repratedly vowed to be
vseenee, aud declaring her readiness to fultil) You have sworn allegiance to Tim. Yo
afl that had been undertaken.  And even | solemnly and repeatedly devoted yours]
though we should suppose, as the most judi-, to the Lord, your souls and your bodics t
cious commentators are inclined, to do, that|a reasonable,. a holy, and a living sacrify
the daugiter of Jephthah was not sacrificed, Ilim.  And how have you jerformeds
but that, being ransomed by the substitution , duties?. Ilow have you fulfilled your en
of an animal appointed for sacrifice, she spent., ments?. Are your aflections set upont
wne rest of her days in scdusion, still nothing | above 2 or are they still grovelling amosg
but a deep seusc of its being her incumbint | vanities of time? Has the service of
auty to flfil the cngagument of Ler parent | been the main business of your lives? or
could have induced her tu agree to this adt of | you been vainly endeavoring to serve ot
sclf-denial, which deprived her of all the en-| God and Mammon? I trust there ave
acarments of Limlreh, and which besides ren- | now hearing me who can answer these
dered it fmpossible that the Yiessiah sbould | tions in a satisfactury manner. 1trustIg
spang from Bee family —an honar so carnestly | to not « few who kuow not only what it
cuaeted by evary Jewish female. vou unto God, but also to pay ‘their v
Thus yuu puiccive that the Scriptuses re- Let me encourage such o * continue stex
cognize the right of the parent to cater intv and immovable, always abounding in the
cagagements on behalf of his chilran; and | of the Lord;” to press forward, «wil
present us with many justances of such vows | fainting, towards the mark, for thep
ut. the part of parents, in which, the children | their bigh calling.”  Difficulties may o
.variably acquiesce, aid which they never and Gangers muay threatey, and tenpt
refuse to fulfil. | may assuil.  But the promises of God art
But if you should stil! persist in refusing to , of encouragement.  * Fear not, for Lam
o asider yourselves bound by the vow of thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God
~wvther in your namie, you cannut surely re- will strengthen thee;. yea, L will bep



