THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

but very wonderful.  The first i3, “Go to
my brethren.™  He is not ashamed to call
them brethren, but we do not read of any
one who presumed to eall Hin ** brother.”
First He called them seceants, John 12, 26,
then deserpdex, Johm 15,8, next fricads, John
13,15, Now ifecalls them brethren. Andyet
alt these brethren had but just forsuken
Him., How undeserved and innseasurable
is this condescension,  But the message im-
plies s intinite dignity.  He says, " My
Father and your Father,” not war Father—
My God and your God,” not var God.
God was /s Fatbier essentially --owrs noe
50 ;5 our God essentially --His not so. His
God only in connection with us--our Cod
only in «sinection with Him (Brown’s Cown.
on John).

SLCOND SABBATH.

Steanir: Jesus and Thomes, John 20 @
25-41.

The Reswrrection of Christ was an eveunt

s0 impottant that it had to be confirmed by
the very stromgoest evidence.  Such evidence
Christ furnisied  His diseiples daring the
forey days that clapsed hetween the Resur-
rection and te Ascension, su that every
shadow of dotht wasremoved.  He appear-
ed to thein time and again, talked with
them, ate hefore them, &e. The reluctance
of the disdiples to accept the testimony from
heresay and their demand to see for them-
selves have been oversuled for good.  This
was especially xo in the case of Thomas. He
was unreasonabile in vejecting the testimony
of his fellaw disciples, and in refusing to be-
lieve undess Bre not only should see (hrist,
hut should see and fiel the scars of then
and spear. Yot this unbelief has accom-
plished good. I Thomas was convinced,
none now can doubt,
T'iis appearance of Christ was on
the eveuine of the first day of the week —
the Christian Nabbath.  (See v. 19.) Why
Thomas was zhsent we know not.  Some
think it was through sullen despondency.
The fact of the ubhsence is stated **as a love
ing apulesy for Bis slowness of belief.” He
missed 1aiich however by that sbsence. Let
us learnn to juize every opportunity of get-
ting spititual benetit,

V. 2% Thomaes's language is very strong.
He does not way, If T see Twrdl belwre ; bat,
Tl wot helere anless I see. This disciple

was fnclined to took at the dark side.  {Nee
11 ch., 16 v.)
V.26, 20— After 2inht dans, i c., on the

eighth dry, tho s cond Sabbath of the New
Dispensittion. Ly Christ’s thus appeaving
again on the reaurence of His Resurrection
Day, He would give it a special sanctity.
Peace e oty pout. The saie salutation as
he used .t hic first appearance to them {v.
19).  This was no wmeaningless greeting.
The fact of the Resurrection was the basis
truth.  How kind in Christ not to upbraid
the doubiing disciple ! **The bruised reed
He will not break.” Yot He would show
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him that he was wrong in dmbting, (He
purpusely uses Thomas’s words ; and the,
** Be not faithless, Xc.,” wus after all a re-
proof, however gentle.

V. 28 —Thomas was thoroughly convinced
—comiinced, it would seem, withont the
touch ; for Christ (v. 29) s 5, ** Beeause
thon hias seea Me thou hast befieved,” This
was a noble confession. At one bound
Thomas reached high ground. My Lordand
my Gedd. Jesus, then, in the estination of
His disciples, was no more man who died
because he could not help himeself, but Zord
and God.  © He is overpowered, and the
glory of Chirist now breaks wpon him in a
flood.  His exclamation surpasses all that
Lad yet been uttered, nor ean it ke surpas-
sed by any thing that cver will be uttered
in carth or heaven.™  The Soeinian, to get
rid ol the proof which these words afford of
~he Diviny of Christ, says thet Thomas
merely called upon God in a fit of astonish.
ment- thus making him a profane “wearer !
Away with such a horrible thougit !

Vo249, -Christ shows  here that the evi-
dence of the senses is not neeessauy to beget
faith- festomony should be aceepted. Bles-
sed are they whe have accepted the testi-
mony of the Seriptures, and who helieve
that Chiist rose for their justification,

V. 5L -This is the key note of John's
Gosp. 1. His grand object in the selection
be makes from Christ’s woiids and works is
to show that Christ came from Ged, that
He is divine, that 1Te way sent to save sin-
pers, and that whosoever Lelieves in Him
shall be saved.

LESSONS,

(1) How thankful we should all be for
the full record of the proof of the Resur-
yection of Christ. Had there beenany lack
in the evidence we might ever have been in
doubt.  But therve is no lack.  We can con-
fidently say, Christ is risen.

(2.) Let us love the Sabbath which com-
memorites the Reswrrection.  As often as
it retuins may wethink of the Resurrection
and tke and doctrines wiich it invoives,

(3.) Learn how unreasonable iv is to de-
mand the evidence of the senses 1ot every
thing we are asked to believe. We have
never seen Christ, and yet i we accept not
the evidence the Table gives of 11is person,
character, work, death, resuriection and as
cension, we sin in shutting our eyes against
the light.

(1.) We can be saved only by believing in
Clirist.

THIRD SABBATH.

Svsascr :—Jesus and Pter, John 21 ¢ 15-

22, Golden Text, John 21: 17,
* The disciples had according to Christ’s
command left Judea and gone to Galilee.
And there by the Iake side. thegold, fami
liar spot, with boats and all other appliances
for fishing at hand, Peter is tempted to re-
sume his former occupation. **1 go a fish-
ing” ~is his word to his companions. And




