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'widely varying circuinstauces. Some are nuineri-
cally large; others are comparativeiy smali.
Some are located in busy cities and tliriving
towns ; others are sibnated on the loneiy prairie or
aiuid the excitement o! the stirring camp. Btut
wherever placed, the societies are deing good
work, and every department of church life and
activity w'a received appreciabie assistance fromn
the youug people.

But these sncieties are just lieginning to realize
their possibilities. When We con)sider that the
members are young peopie, full of the energy aud
optimisrn o! youth, aud that they are banded to-
gether under the leadership of ministers and ses-
sions for the specifie purpose o! beeening equip-
ped for work 'within the congregation, we are
justified in expecting larger results than have yet
been secrzred.

The tepie assigned for this meeting lies at the
very heart o! ail possible attainments. Aceording
as societ-les find a practicai solution for the preb-
lenms therein suggested, tbey will make progiess
and becoine instrument-al in advancing Christsg
kingdom among the young.

OUR OWN SOCIETY.

The xnost important society iu the world for any
individual is his own. It is there that lie shou]d
concentrate bis plans and prayers and efforts. It
is there that duty guides the -%viiIing feet and fur-
nishes the best opportunities for service for wili-
ing hearts and bauds.

M:s. Jellyby liad hiandsome eyes, but they bad
the curious trick o! overiooking the nearest need
and present duty. She couid see.Africa, and long-
ed to furnisli bain, for ail its woes, but tlieurgent
eiaims o! hier own famiiy were persistently dîsre-
garded. She was deepiy iuterested in schernes for
coionizing surplus population on the Niger, but
lier own chiidren grew up dirty, ignoran t, and
uneared for, while ber liusband became bankrupt.
There is continuai danger o! passing by the op-
portunities that lie nearest borne.

The society that bas the grcatest; daim upon us
is our own society. No special enterprises, no carn-
paigus against this or that, evil eau justify negeo
o! the work w'hich is distinctly and empbatically
"our own."
And in considering the dlaimus of the society, it

18 iveil te rexnernber that they are identical i'ithi
fliose., of the Churcli. Like tlie Ladies' Aid So-
ciety or tlie W%ýomen's Foreign ilssionayy Society,
the Yonng Peopie's Soiety exists for the Church;
anci it justifies its existence oniy as it exalta the
Churcli, promc>tes its efficieney, and labors te
realize its plans. It is au expedient adopted by
the Church for the deveiopmient of its young peo-
pie. As soon as it becomes an end in itself, ithas
forgotten its mission.

Loyalty to our own saciety nius first and fore-
mos.t uinequivocail Ioyaity te the claims o£ Christ
within our own Churcli. Numerous sicle-tracks

are laid te divert the energies of the young people
inte other channels ; an 'd, wliile narrowness o!
sympatliy must, be careftilly avoided, there is need
that sncb a conception o! the Churci' s mission
and dignity should lie ineulcated that it sheuid
be coTÀnted worthy o! receiving ail that we have
and are.

TRE DEEPEN141G 0F ITS LIFE.

The desire after a fullerlife in Christ is onethat
is everywbere manifest. It is the scheme o!many
con! erences and conventions. Books treating o!
the subjeet are svidely circulated. There bas net
been a generation, prebably, since the eue that
followed Pentecost, iu wbicb more concern lias
been shown fer the possession of the full, 'victori-
eus, serviceable, CJhristian life.

A novement, earnest and wor]d1-wide, is geing
on, and the Spirit Himsel! is directing it. This
reaction frein the ceaseless cry of "Wýork,"J
«I Worlz," and the desire for the abandant life
wvhich alone can make wiork for God effective, is
oe o! the niost cbeering SigUS O! the ties. It
bolds the promise o! fuller manifestations o! the
Spirit's grace arad power.

Lt is clear that the life e! the Society can ouly
be deepened as tlie life e! the memibers wbich corn-
pose it is deepened. The Society can enly aggYre-
gate the interest, fervor, aud powver of tlie individ-
nails. lt cannot have more spirituality tbýan tbey
ail possess. «When the water is iow in the river,
the difficuity is net in the water or in the channel,
but in the failure o! the thousands o! streams andi
rivuiets and nuls aniong the bis. Wheu there is
fullness in the streams and brooks-, the river muns
full te its banks, siuging all the way te, the sea.
The Society wiil throb wvith spiritual lite and
pewer wben every seul is afiame with boly love
and every beart, is like a glowing brand.

There is ne great secret about the dcepening
of the spiritual life. The Hloly Spirit has set
forth the mcans for its possession and deveiop-
ment wvith such clearness and definiteness that ne
one nced miss the wvay. There is ne iiew patent
method by whicb the seul niay lie brought iute
right relations with Qed. The reading o! the
Word of Ged, prayer, and obedicuce te the divine
wiii-thiese are the means which quickened and
enlarged the tpiritual life o! ïMoses and David,
of Paul and John. and they are as essentiai for
US.

Nothing can take the place of the daily study
o! the sacred Seriptures. Those who feed upon
the truths of divine revelation are recognizcd by
their spiritual vigor and growth ; w'uofailuro
in this Christian duty unfailingly resuits in weak-
ness and spiritual emiancipaition.

Equaliy necessary te the soui's truc life is
prayer. -Withzlrawal from cemimon cames teenjey
communion with Qed brings eue jute direct con-
tact witli the source of spiritual pewer. It illu-
uiinates tho mind, ennebles the dýesire-Q, clarifies

1899


