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arease in mncinhership and adhcrents, as weIl as the increasingý, gifis esk
into the Lords trensury bear witness ; yet we f'ear amidst tie ae Of ýUj
suceess %vc do not distinctly sec our filires, and that in suiuîming Up tou
mains w~e lose siglit of our losses; that in looking at wbat we hiave üt
we do not takec in account whiat we bave left undone, or perfornied ver,
illiperfectly.

lIn reading the Missionary Report for the present year, we were IbreiLl-
8truck with sorne returns mcade by Missionaries. One reports only hai
the nuruber of incibers returncd last year. Apothcr states that hie rý
ceived upwards of 100 rne3uebers, mostly, if not altog,,ethier, the fruits (j
protraeted meetings, and yet the year closes withi a decrease of .37 as cor..
pared with the previous ycar, This ecrtainly is a painfiul state of tio5n.:

TIe ighclst nucriber returned ivas 289, T'le I'baekslidings" in Q?
case, m irgallowaeeees for deaths and remnovals, was more than fifty j
cent. And stili we bave no cause te believe that the Minister was Ii
f-ait'hful thian bis brethren. Other instances inay be produced, not equalli
Striking, but thcese ; furnisli a pretty f'air index to the working of ou
systemi as at prescrit adopted and pursued by us; or ratlier, to an unwhe
departure frorn old «Wesleyan practices and nmodes of' mnisterial labores
We aisoe f'ear that our Circuit work is net in a more hecaltliy si atc thui
the Mission, and that whiat is applicable to the one will apply to the othci.
'l'h views we take in wvritingr on this subjeet are far froin bcing popula,
and the expressions of' opinion we are about to give are sure bo be look'i
upon as iadications of the want cf' revival and progressive spirit on oui
part, or any writer who nmay cliane3ý to dissent froni practices so cowMmu
a-nd se iauded.

lst. We say Protracted Méeeings are a fruitful source of backslidin"-,
as at present generally eondueted in regard to times, places, sud
mcodes cf operation. Whea there is a spirit of hearing among a pcoie
with symptonms cf serions. thought and religions reflection, and they ar?
thus brouglit into a state for further advance into the Kingdoma cf CIriýI
-whien the spirit cf prayer and supplication is poured upon tise eburà ':dcffiithat God .will. revive his work-when the members are
earnestly seekiDg for full redemption,-by ai nieans meet regulariy adi
continuously for preaching, prayer, and praise, if need be for wcks ûl
mentis, until every sinner ini the congregation is converted, and everi
believer is sanctificd-

But, unhappily,, suei P, prepared field fer sewing the word cf trathl
mueh iess l'or gathering ini spiritual fruit is seldom, found. One causeé o
which is the competitica ofsects. One rushes in regardless of the necessal
preparatiens or resuits, lest anether should have the field before hiDi
Freign elements and artifiial heat are brought to bear upen the ce]


