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“The publishers and bookseilers are
making considerable effort to bring
#nto notice & new work entitled, ¢ Au-
to-Blography of the Rev.Dr.Alexander
" Carlyle, Minister of Invercsk; Con-
taining Memorials of the Men and
Events of his time: Boston, Ticknor
& Fields” Considering the years ¢ of
histime,” the volume will be read with
-avidity by great numbers, for mighty
:inen lived and great events then oc-
curred. It was in the year 1800 that
.Dr. Carlyle fesolved to write thesc
~inemorials, and he was then seventy-
-nine years of age. Ile died in 1805,
without completing his record; which
hiowever embracesa desciiption of per-
1ons nnd occurrchces from 1722 Yo
i%90. The worthy Doctor was the son
of a country clergyman in Scotland,
hiingelf from 1748 to the close of his
life ministet of Inveresk. Mr. Baxter,
the Editor of the volume, says he was
one of those mieh “to be estimated,
not by th+rank which external fortune
has givén them, or the happy chanccs
they have scized, bt by the influences
" {héy have imphrted from mere personal
¢haracter and ability.” Dr. Carlyle
was intimate with many meh who for
various rehsons are famous in history,
and inany a glowing incident is related
tespeclitiy Most of them. J ohn Home,
Robertson the historian, John Wilkes,
8mollett John Blair, David Hume, the
-Puke of Argyle; Gurrick, Shenston,
“bnd i Behjsmin Franklin, arc among the
humber of his acquaintinces. Tosome
of 'ther he might be naeful in festrain-
ing théit scepticism; but from most he
would not be likely to derive much
spiritua]l profit. But from our times
.we.may look back upon the past with
~advantage, and with such a guide as

Dr. Carlyle through &éangé epochd,
we may learn to be thankful for pro-
gressive civilization.

Tt is well fot the fame of kothé great
men that in these times of critical in-
vestigation, the past may be reviéwed
with chlmness and impertiality, and
that we are not disposed to receive as-
sertions without proof, and belicve evil
of men because they wete objects of
reproach and scorn. Cromwell has
certainly been relieved from much ob-
loquy by the efforts of Thos. Carlyle,
so that a christian man like D’Aubigno
may admire and laud him as a hero
and an honest man. Mr. Dixon did
good service for Penn without convine-
ing Macauly, but not without present-
ing some proof that Penn was not alto-
gether & sycophantic courtier. Tho
same Mr. Thepbrom Dixon has jusé
issued a volume in defence of the cha-
racter of Lord Bacon. It is entitled,
“DPersonal History of Lord Bacen, from
unpublished papers : Boston, Ticknor
& Fields.” We have seen only reviews
and extracts, enough to satisfy us that
much can be advanced in favor of the
great Lord Chancellor, but not eadtigh
entircly to remove the objections
which lic -against his integrity. ,Mr.
Dixon deserves credit for his zealous
attempt to defend his client against
mere clamour and misrepresentation.

The literature of modérh Missions
was greatly cnriched after the retuin
of the Wesleyan Deputation to Austras
lin and the Polynesian Islands, by the
publication of # The Southern World,
or Journal of a Deputation from the
‘Wesleyan Conference to Australia and
Polynesia; including Notices of @



