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VESSr.LO W THE NEiGHBoLTRHooD OF THE DARDANELLES.--
DESCUIPTION 0F TEE IRONCLADS.

The London Standard of the 16th March lias the follow-
ing :-The total effective force of the Britishi Navy at present
ce n nists of nearly 400 vessels-ineliuding ships specially con-
structed to take part ia great naval engagements, and others
adapted for the purpose of cruising and coa-st defent e. This
aggregae does not include any in course of building, and 134,
oither laid up or permanently employed in harbour service, are
also omit.ted. When it is remembered, however, that six arnîour-
plated war slips and a single wooden despatchi vessel constitute
thê entire naval detacliment ordered from Besika Bay to the Sua
of Marmora, and that this srnall number includes no turret-
ships of the first-class, or breastwork mnitors, it will lie ad-
mitted that, in propsortion to the coni1 lete naval strength of
Great Britain, the demonstratien whichi the Goverrnent lias
deemed it expedient to inake before Stambotil in the preseut
menacing aspect of events, is of a compar; tively moderate
character. But it may assist the public to realize the stlupena(i-
oua naval force at our c'ommand, and the unrivalled suiprexnacy
we are consequently justified in clairuing nîlon ail waters, to
know that even the liinited portion -f the fleut 1:0w quietly
gnarding British interests before the Turkish capital, p>sse.sses
destruictive appliances whidli the cohuee'ive niavy of Russa could
not possibly withstand. The six figh ,ing ships now tolci off
for duty at the Bosphorus aie the Teneraire, tlîe Aleanra,
the Sultan, the Suniftsurc, the Agincourt, and the A'hilla's.
The despatch boat which attends tliem is the ,Sulamnis. If the
strenuous efforts of the Englieli Goveriînent to preserve pence
ahould unhappily fail, and the honour of this counîtry sliould
demand that Great Britain must dccl-ire war, the present
aquadron would soon be reinforced by v, fleet of invinicible
ironiclads whose figît ing power would cast into obscurity that
wielded by the wooden wafls 'which tweuty-five years ago
gallantly attacked Sebastopol.

Four of the vessels we bave mentioued as anchored in tht-
Sea of Marmora belong to the category of arnioured broadside
slips of the first-class; and as thcle Terairi carrnes the largest
number of heavy guns, sIc is entitled to ruulceaiong
them. The feature in her construction wilîi esseritially dis-
tinguisheshler from ail oh lier arnour-plitted vesul: iii the Britishî
Navy, is an upper-deck armanient witli two f'xvd turrets openî
st the top, instcad of thc ordinary arraugetm ut of a central
battery.' At each enîd of lier upper-decki 1 a er.iapC(î tower,
meaauring about 33 feet fore and afi, by 21 fret 6 juches across.
On a turn-table wlîich this battery contains is ninted a 25.
ton gun, worked by hydraulic nîachinery, ly wliich it is raised
to be fired over the edge of the towcr, and lo, un ýd uîider cover
immediately afterward. ¶0 be reloaded. The forci ost turnet is

protected by iron plates 10 juches thick, aud the one situated
aft by armour 8 iuches tlîick. The guns lave a cear sweep all
arouud the ends of the slip. TIat ire raay flot b., obstructed
in action the bulwarks are oitly allowed to risc fot.r feet aboya,
the deck. One of the 25-ton gunis cani lie fired straiglit alicad
and another straiglit astern, but both batve a widle range over
the broadside. Again on the main deck is a battoiy in two
divisions, tlie foremost of wliich coutains two more 25-ton guls,
with angles of training extending about the beani, ou escli
aide, acrosa the fore aud ait liue, so that a convergi-ig fire at
smre distance ahead of tlie ship is secrcd. This latter pair
of guns are fired froxu corner ports, and the sides of the slip
are set bacli several feet above thc main deck, to afford tlie
requisite facilities for landling tlexu; so tlat tîjes vebsel fires
three guns right ahead, two on eitiier bow, one on cach quai-ter
and two on ecd beax-li of thc calibre we have specifid-
besides two 18-ton guns on ecd beaniu, making, four 25-ton and
12 18-ton guns. The guns of the Teni,crais-e are more efficiently
protected than tliose of any other broadside slip in tse service.

Her xnost vital parts are plated with 14-ixîdli armour. To

!ard hier fri-ox exposure to thc raking fire of tlie enemy when
sj pitching in the trougli of tlic sea, the armour is carried

down over the sharp point of the ram, and equal protection in
a similar emergency is given to the magazines ly an armoured
bulkhead acroas tic-bold, plated with 5-incli armour. The bull
hias the usual double bettoin, and is divided into numnerous
water-tight conpaî'tments. The engine and boiler roms are
s0 constructed as to prevexît tlie entrance of water in ease of
contact with hostile rama or torpedoes. The gross weiglit of the
armour and backing is about 2,300 ions, and tie guns, ordunce

stores, engines, boilers, aud other equipmnents weigh 2,200 tons.
The aggregatc weight of hier Iroadsade flue amounts to 2,-600
pounds; of lier bow fire, 1,800 pounds, and of lier stern fire,
600 pounds. lu common with ail our great wa r shipa of recent
construction, the Tenueraire is fitted witi an apparatus for dis-
cliarging Whitehead torpedoce under water through openings il,
lier sides.

Tlie A lexandra carnies a central battery, and hier construction
aduits of a satisfactony ail-round fire ; she can dispense with
guu-towcrs at stern and bow. fier battery is furinished with
two Woolwich rifled inuzzlc-loading gns of 25-tons each, and
10 of 18-tons eaci. She is 325 feet loing, being 40 feet longer
than lier sister ironciad already described, and is worked bs"
engines of 8,000 indicated horse-power, being 1,000 horse-power
geater tIan. those of the Temerai-c. Her tonnîage readlies 6,050
tonis, and tue total weight of lier armour and backing 2,350
ton.s. Iu many characteristies sIc reseînblcs lier cornpauioit
so tInt the necessity for rcpeating details is suporseded. The
S itan is the saine lectli as the Alexandra, but moants eigit
18-toil and four 12-ton guns, wlule lier armnour-plating ranges
froiii six to aine iniclus ; the force ly wiich she is propelled
exceeds that of the Alexanîdra by 629 horse-power, an d the pe-
cuiliar formastion of lier rain renders that vessel oue of tlie Most
fouilale of sea.going vesseis in tlîe fleet. TIc Suliftsuret

tInha shlp of siiîuilar dinmensions and inferior armament tO
tiiose itierto described, is nevertlieless capable of 'sifiicting in-
calculale injury ont hostile slips. blhe je 280 feet long, carnies
ten 12-tont guns, exclusive of others of smaller size, and is
covcred to tIc water-line witl iron plating from six to eight
juches thick. Her engiucs work witli a propelling force equai
to 4,913 horse-power. TIc Agînsoart and Achilles are classed
under a ditferent hcad from thc four vessels whidli have beell
noticcd. Thley corne nder the designation of iron broadsido_
of the oid type, of whiclî the WVarrior is a pronainent examplO-
Tlîough lackiîg thc advautage resulting from the Most recent
application of science ho navigation and the art of naval warfaret
tIi-y are, nuvertheless, still conumanding vessels. The leugth,
luth of thc Agincourt and the Achilles je mudli greater thal'
tlat of the loîgest of thc preceding slips. The former is 400
feet amid the latter 383 fu-et. Sevexîteen 12-ton guns are mouuted
lu the Aginroo -t, aud texu 12-ton guns sud sîxteen 6j-ton gufli
iii thc Achi//es- Thc cugince of the oxie vessel exert a force
equal to 6,621 iiulieatcd horse-power, and tie registered prope1-
lîîîg poweur of the etîgines of the otler je 5,723 horse-power. Y et
thc glinipse of the naval power of England conveyed by ai,
analysis of tlic dimensions of these fcw vessels lu on an extreme'
ly hiizuitcd scale. If we attempt to exhaust tIc long list Of
vessels lelonging to the classes whicl include thc slips alreadX
enuuierated, axîl tIen advance to a cousideration of the atiu
more formidable claractcristies of sudh tuiret-ships as the
Di-eadiouight. tic T/iuîderc-r, the Devastation, the Agamernno*î
the Ajax, and the 31onai-ch-to say nothing of tIc Iitflexibldp
whidh latter je destîned, wlîen ready for commission, to carry
four 81-ton guns-the comliuied navies of the world sink intO
iusignificance before this nnparalcled array of naval migît con
trolled by thc Britishi Governuiient. It is also satisfactory tO
kuow piovision lias been nmade for the protection of our shipO4
when. at anehor, front ahi nisks of attacks frout torpedoce. But
even the Eist and description of the Admiîalty doce not exhausI
tle measure of British naval power. ThIe British mercantile
marine possesses 419 steamners over 1,200 tons sud under 5,000
tons register-not a fcw of whidli are capable of high spced. J»0
the event of war a considerable proportion of these slips wonb.!1
le placcd at the disposai of thc Goverumnent. They could readiY
lie armed with ligît rified-guns sud torpedoes, sud may alwsYO
lie relied upon as a reserve naval force. If the " decisive battlO'
of the world " in future were to lie fougit ah ses, thc enormnous-
naval advantagc enjoyed by Eugiand over ai other nations
woulîl infallibiy coushitute lier tie undisputed arbitor of th"
destiniffs of nations.

GIGANTIC ÂDVERTISING.

Probuàbly the largeet advertisement in the world is that 0f
the Glaegow New&, which dispiays ito nu»mo on the siopo Of
the Aj-deniee, Scotland. The length of- each letton is 40 feot;
tIhe total length of thse lino la 323 foot, and thse are& coveOd
in 14,W4 foot. Thse bot-dors of thse letters are eown wlth*
pure white flower, thse conter is set with dwarf beet, tii'
derk ppe of whlch shows well at a dista.nce, a.nd enWl

ulde of thia there la a row of light purpie candytuft.
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