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THE DUTY 0FIE TE PARENT TO EDUCATE THEOCHILD.*
B,£ R. J. HnEWTo,, M. A.

We are miet in the outset ivith the question: Does the parent
owe anythingr to the child, and if so, what? We can derive our
answer from two sotirces,-lirst, from N.ýature; secondly, frorn
Religion. Under Nature 1 elass ail things not corning directly
under the head of Revealed ]Religion. From the first of these 1
propose answering the question to-day. What theni does Nature
say about education ? " Nothing,," tho thoughtless wil I reply,
but the thinker vili grivo a far different answer. A mightyaccla-
ination wvi1l corne to the h~eurt of the thoughtful man or woman
and thrill hiN every nerve, as hoe recognibes the universal demand
of nature that the parent should be responsible for the cure and
education of its ofispringr. He wvill know that the one great objeet
of organic nature is the reproduction of itself; and the care of its
offspring. HIe will sec the plants storing up a supply of food in
the seed for the young plant, tili it is in a position to battle with
the stern realities of life, and endowing it with flic faculties neces-
sary in the struggle for existence. Risingr a stej> in creation, lie

* (A paper read before the Teachiers' Association of the District of Bed-
ford, Dec. l5th,il888.)
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