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Whonce, then, tho New Testament conception of J esue Chriat?1 It is a
tquestion that hns been a -thousand turnes askod, but that lias confeseedly
nover been anewered. HId Jeas neyer lived could his character have been

1 inieginedi7 Has any conception of romance approacl"-d it since?1 WhEnce
1that pure childhood, that sizilese yeinth, that peerlese manhood 1 a life with-
out dofeot., a character without a fiaw, in *which no fauit had to be correct-
ed, no stain waahed out. For Jesus didnot, as others, become good ; he was
good, "1holy, harinlees, undefiled, separate from sinner8." What a wonder-
fui character it is, however we look as it.

1 Think of hie calni, ajestic sirength, hie perfect et If-possession, hie un-
1 eweiving dignity, and yet hie, nature intense even te passion in its emotions.
1 Rie denounces the Pharisees, but wit.hout a vestige of unho]y passion : ho
Idrives out the mon.ey-changers, but without a epark (-f religieus fanaticisin.
i Think of the wisdui of hie holinees. Hie je not the innocence that is if-

noant of hunian life, it ie the etreugtli that je above it.
IThink of hie self-co7isciois7te3s and self. assertion. He neyer confesses defcf,
neyer expresses a fetling of unworthinees. No tear of penitence rolle down, his

1 cheEk, ne prayer for mexcy breaks frein hie lip, no confession of moral weak-
1nese cutere ixîto hie pra3 er. W~hou ho speake concerning hiniseif it je te
1avow hie human faultiesenese, to, assert hie divine perfection and prerogative.

1 For ninetetn centurios Jesus of Nazareth lias been the world's idea of moral
1 goodness, as perfect on earth aq God is perfect in heaven. FIie fearless chal-
1 longe te thie mon of hie day, Il Vhich of you conviriceth me of sin? li» as
1 been repeatod to every gainsayer sirîco. Hie character has been eubjected to
Iunparalleled tests, and without tho discovery of a single fla-w. Skepticism

I iiseif, while rejecting Christianity, has almeet uniformnly doue homage te its
1Christ. Acknowlodgmente of moral admiration and reverence-almost of

1 worship-are perpetuaily wruug frein the apostces of infidelity, oe of the
i J.ateet and meeBt eniphatie fremn Mr. John Stuart Mill.

The pureet and ioftieet name ef antiquity ie that of Socrates. Who ven-
tures te, darken the bright portraiture of Christ with even a suigg(estioni of
the defecte of Socrates ? What wonder that Roueseau was constrainedl te

1 say, I f the life and death of Socrates were those of a sage, the life and
death oi Jeaus were those of a God. Hie hietery lias marks of truth se pal-

Jpable, se striking, and se perfectiy inimitable, that its inventer would incite 1
our adniration more than its hiere." <i dusmn fhecaatr
1 Think again of the singular proporton id dutnn fhecaat

1 What a wonderful liarmtny of greatnese and gentienees, holiness and pity. 1
1 strength and sympatiy ; the grandc-ur of the lofticst manhood, the tendernese
Iof the gentlest wornanhood. How the twe hemispheres of human excellen-
ces are in him filled and rounded te a fuli-orbed humanity. Ho was morê

1than perfect man, ho was ideal humanity. We reverence as mucli as we love
1 hira, wve love him as much as we wership hi.
1 Think of his ?inural excellences in,. cornbincitio)i WdlL his intellectual greablcss.i
i Hie clearne.es, calmnc se. strength! How eingularly free frein over-excite- i
1 nient ef the imagination, from. ail appreacli te seif-delusion, fromn ail errer

and defeot. lie is nover impulsive, nover dogmtatie, neyer in extremes. Hie
1 gyeeduese is nover weak or sentimental. In everythiug hoe is wise axîd stroDiz, i

iintelligent, profound, mijestie. Hie sanctions ne single excess, lio prohibits 1
1 ne ]awful enjoyment.. Be wonclrously holde the balance of life, aiways and
1 perfeetly preserving the golden mepan. Hie teaching je still our perfect ideal
Iof lifo; noue of hie priricipies are feun(l erreneous, nons of hie requirenients
Ifallinte disuetnde. Hie moral kiugdum, je planted in tho heart cf our coin-

1 mon life, and dlaims tverything iii it. Ho dees net euhl mon ont of the wer]d
1 ini order to becomno hie disciples; hie sende them into the worlcl, te serve lin
1 thero, and te enthirone Ijini thore as the Lord of huinan life.

1 Whiat a conception htie .spiritual kingdon is! 1 o, a peasant of t' o inounitain
village of Niareth, without literary education, ignorant of the world's bis- j


