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GilbErt Parker appeared. iHe lias biad many followers, iully a
doxen of wvbicil are creditable writers, thougbi none have yet sur-
passed Iimii in either of bis departrnents of the romance or short
storv. The realistic sclîool, besides the ardinary society novel. lias
praduced a couple of really good books, notably, 4"The Forest of
Bourg-Marie," by M1\rs. Harrisson, "«Black Rock" and «&Sky Pilot,"
by the Canadian Ianl Maclaren, Ralpb Conor (Rev. C. W. Gordon).
But Il.aliburton-q Sam Slick vet remains unsurpassed in this
brancli of fiction. In law and constitutional history, wve have Todd
and Bourinot, while in science the naines of the two Dawsons,
father and sou, cali to mind a coterie of savants, French andi
E iilish. lu the ess;îv French Canada is doing very good 'vork
as niay hc seen by glancing over the pages of the 6"Revue Cana-
dienine." Here we miay remiark that we have ul considered as
Canadian authors mon wvho came ta Canada only ini thocir prime ai
life. This accomnts for our onmittizug the mimes of sucli men as
Abliè Taihlon, the historian, Clharles Hecavyseage, the poet, Dr.
H-lnt, the scientist, D'iXrcy McGoee Goldwin Smith anid ùthlers,
whbo have aided greatly iii the developmlent of our litterature.

To examine the merits and demerits af our ludividual poeis,
novelists, histori;îns, scienfists and essayists, to set aur French
Canadian and our Englisbi Canadian authors be arc uis, iii friendly
rivalry, to compare thieni witil thieir coutemporaries iii France,
United States and the British Emipire, ta study the losser wvritei-s
in ill the branches of oir fiterature, ilint ve inigbit he the beller
abie ta formi an idea ai its future grcatiless, we earnestly desire ta
do, but even if we could, wve niight ual, as tbis is a bni sketch
and not a lenglhy pamphlet.

Sonie of the circumistauces îainst ivbiicil aur literai urc lias
ta cauîend niust, however. in justice to it, bie staîcd. Perhaps
the -reatiest of these is the faise hurried educaticn wbich lias be-
comce so popular on this side af thie AXdauîic. Fewv xvill take oven
the course of Arts, and ha-,rdly anyane iil -g- -.l for specifflization.
The evil influence of tbis upoil the Iiteraturc of Uie country, es-
pecially iii ilitise branches which are ual included aniong the

Belles Lettres," can readily lie undL'rstood. Thon again ilice
is tic gre;a dlifli-ulu ii ingllv true criuicisnîi. The literary puiling,


