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they werc founded. Thiey hiad not, and wvcre not expeeted to have,
any interest for the coimion people. But a central museumn, where
iiiaterial regarding the country Ïtself niay be colleeted and elassi-
led aniid the resultant facts and discoveries published arnong the
people; where lectures and special exhibitions may be held and
wvorks of a sixuilar edueational value rnay be carried on, is a neces-
sity to every country w'ith. the least dlaim to culture.

Sucli is the Rioyal Victoria Memnorial Museui in Ottawa under
the control of the Geological Survey of Canada. The mnembers of
this brancli of thit public service are all lovera of thcir particular
brancli of work and thuir ardor tends to make a success of any
wvork wlichl tliey uiidertaike. Certainly if unreinitting toil and
enthusiastie labour eau build -up a national museuin of -%vhichi
Canada imay be proud tixese niien vil do it. Their ivork la in two
ini groups. The first consista ir. activities for the diffusion of

knloledIge by nicans of exhil'its, '1ecturcs and publications. Thxis
wvork %viIl ho done by the iuseurt itself, a large -well-liglited sand-
stone building. Carveîi inoose hcads over the entrance testify its
character. On entering tlic timid visitor is apt to be startled, by
the grotesque appearaxces of tu-o totem poies whose weird images
st.are at cadi other a,.iross the rotundfa. There is a large lecture
hall and plenty of floor spac for e-xhibits.

The second group iuieludes activities for obtaining and iinereaa-
iiig stiech kniowledg-e. by exploration researcli and systematization.
Thiis work is donc býy w'hat are terined field-parties. These are
mien %vio by tîxeir aurvey, of sonie part of flic country to whichi
they are sent in the iinteresta of somne science increase the museum's
supply of inaterial to -%vork upon, or specînens to exhibit. Thus
'âr. V. Stefanisson Nvho is inuclinl the public eye at present -will
carr:y on field Nwork lu the nortlî for the ne-xt tlxrce years.

For convenience la worldng the mnuseumi staff is lu four divi-
sions. The fir.-, division takea up, geology, and mineralogy, tlie
second. paIeontology, the third anthropology, and flie fourth
Biolog.

The workc of the geological division consists iii studying tixe
geological. formations and mineraI deposits iu Canada. They hiave
a large collection of scientifically arraniged Canadian mninerais.
About fifty collections of inierais are presented each ycar to Rligli
Sehools and Colleges throughiout the country. This -work entails

Uic athering and crusliing of fourteen or fifteen tons of ore.
The second division, paleoi zology lias a great field to wvork on

lu Canadai. Tlîey arc, especialiy interestcd in the fossila of this
country althiigli the collection contains a fewv foreign specirmens.
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