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destroyed, square mile upon square inile of young- growthi coin-
ing on to supply the dexnands of the future lias been -%vped out
of existence. 'Ln Nortliern Ontario, whvlere but a thin layer of
-vegetable mould covers *the rocks, the soft, oozy forcst floor, thie
only liope of vegetation and equable streain flow Las been corn-
plctely destroyed. leaving a checerless rocky -%vaste for generations
to corne. Even if no thouglit be given to the numiber of lives
lost it must be admitted thiat flhc loss occasioned tlîis year by
forest lires lias been notlîing short of appalling.

Can nothing, be donc, then, to prevent this loss? Tlie answver
is tliat inuch can be donc. The soluition of thue problern is mndi-
cated iu two ords-public sentiment. The two principal causes
of forest fires are camipers and railways, and public opinion imust
be broughit to bear upon thiese. The tourist-caiper does not at
ail realize thec extent of the damage -%vwhih is unextinguishied
camp lire nîay do. Laws against leaving camp lires burning aro
already on the statute books, but it is cjuite evident thiat their
observance rests inainly with; the tourist hiisclf. 1[1e mnust be
imprcssed with the very serious nature of lus offence. If a mnaî
se.s lire to a building, lio is con'victed of arson a:nd sent to prison
as a felon, but if his -tnextinguishcd camp fire burns dow',ýn mil-
lions of dollars -%ortu of timber and perhiaps destroys humian, life
as wcll, lie is, at best, niade to pay a smnall, fine. Whien public
opinion views this carelessncss of the camper as a criminal act
and frowns upon imi accordingly, considerable progress w1ill
have been made in lesscning the number of forest lires fromi this
leauise.

But it is the railways that spread thîe inost destruction. Tra-
vcrsing, a s thiey dIo, the great loue stretches of uniuliabitcd tuan-
ber arcas, the sparks froin thieir locomotives start numerous, lires
that gain great licadway before being detected. Too oftcn flhe
riglit-of-waýzy, piled tluick -ivith inflammiable rubbisli, furnishies a
tinder-box for tllese conflagrations. The owner of destroyed pro-
perty along thie lino lias found, it almost impossible under thue
present laws to get damzages from the raihi'ay eomnpany, so diffi-
cult is it to fix the rcsponsibility, and so expensive is flhe procss
of litlgation. In order to lessen the nnber of lires due to thuis
cause. the Coitiîmittc on F4orests of thie Commission of Conserva-
tion lias proposod to mak-e the railways petuniarily responsible.
It kas rccommcindcd that tiiere bc addci to the liilw.-y Act a
clause iaking thi hiable to a fine of $],000, recoverable by
suimary prosecution before a stipendiary magistrýate or tvo,
justices of the peace, for every lire startcd by sparks froni tlheir
locomotives. Tt iiakcs no diftference wh.leýthuer the l'ire begins ont-


