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Bur €ONTRIBUTORS,

A MISSIONARY TQUR RQUND THE
WORLD.

Tha Rev. V. Fleming Srevensan, Convener of the
Foreign Mission of the Irish Presbyterian Church,
has given the thoughts and feelings awakened by his
recent mission tour round the world to the Assembly
of the Irish Church; and the address has been repub-
lished, in pamphlet form, for general civculation.  We
have befare us the pamphlet, published In New York,
at the Mission House, 23 Centre street, and any min-
Ister who wishes to give his people a bind'’s cye view
of the prescut state of the world with regard to the
misslonary enterprises, and of the cfforts which the
P'resbyterian Church generlly is putting forth in the
great field of the world, cannot do better than get a
few coples to read 10 his congregation and circulate
among them,

The first impression which Mr, Stevenson received
from his observations was that of the vastness of the
enterprise of missions in the Enst. The enormous
areas of territory, —the crowded masses of population,
whose statistics it is hardly possible for the imagina-
tion to grasp—impressed him profoundly. Peckin, he
tells us, seems to be near the northern frontier of
China, yet the laden cants despatched thither from
Pekin consumed more than three months on the jour-
ney. Central India alone, in which our Canadian
Church has planted its mission, “is as larze as Great
Dritain and France and Spain. There is a mission.
ary,” he says, “who is said to have preached during
ten years in two thousand towns where he conld dis.
cover no trace of the Gospel having been preached
before, and all these towns, some of them with a
population as large as that of one of our cities, were
in one district of India. There are four Indian rivers
that, if they ran in a continuous line, would cover twice
the distance between Liverpool and New York, while
the total area of their basins is nearly 1,300,000 square
miles; and in China, the mighty Yang-tz, which at
many points is twenty miles broad after the rainy
season, is navigated by merchant junks, and partly by
steamers for cighteen hundred mules nland from ats
mouth. 1t would be easy to multiply such illustra.
tions. ‘They were continually recurring to us, and by
degrees (but only by degrees; we began 10 understand
the vast area which the mission lines must cover,”

The ancient and complex civilizations and high cul.
ture which Mr. Stevenson met with everywhere
in these Eastern regions was another cause of sur.
prise, and even of awe. “Few impressions,” he says,
“5f 2 marvellously distant past can be so striking as
that produced by the pyramids of Egypt, for they
seem from their stony and ymmovable heights to look
down upon all the centuries of history; and yet as
that impression seized on us, as it must have scized on
cvery traveller, we were reminded that it was the steel
of India that chiselled the stones of the pyranuds. . .
The civilization, the literature and art and science of
India and China have been continued in the longest
unbroken line of which we have any record, and the
mind of India and Chipa is probably as vigorous and
within its limits as keenly active as that of any Euro-
pean people.”  And with this ancient civilization are
entwined some of the most deeply rooted and vener.
able religious systems of the world. “By the time of
the Judges, the primitive worship of the Hindoo
Aryans was already so old that it had decayed into
Vedantism. Even caste dates back to five hundred
years before Christ. . . . For millenniums these re-
ligions have been moulding and guiding the thoughts
and professing to satisfly the aspirations not of savages
but of intelligent nations. Their ritual has been as-
sociated with all the joys and sorrows of life, with its
hopes and sins, and also with the smallest acts of
every day. They have penctrated with deep and
fibrous roots into the character of the race. They
have heen the chief element of unity and cohesion in
the pational life. They have been guarded with the
most jealous reverence. And they have stood—at
least in India—the severest shocks of persecution and
the strain of great schisms that have sprung up within
their own borders.”

Such thoughts could not but deepen the sense of
the difficulty of the work which the Church has set
before her in hér attempts to grapple with such sys-
tems. But, says Mr. Stevenson:

“Justas deep was the impression left of the vast and ben.

eficent forces that are at the dispasal of the Church of
Chilsl,  Everywhete we mct the misslonary and heand of
others far beyond,  They were often iwlated.  They were
holding Christian sutposts at an enormous disadvantage and
against eriormous odids.  But it scemad as if, wherever we
m %hl Rty wo would find these thin and broken but undauat.
ol lines of Chtlstfan chivalryy. 1 el relate many Incl:
dents that woulld beas out thls convietion of the energy, and
adventute, and ubinuitousness of the Church and the glori-
ous possibilities that are befoie ber, but | ant anxious to an-
swer at once & «uestion that demansds an answer ¢ ~What
tnpression have we oof the ohanse which these (orees have
already effected 2™

Bearing in mind the very recent origin of steady
missionary operations in these lands—dating bick
only to the beginning of this contury —and the many
difficulties and drawbacks hesetting their inittal stage,
and also the fact that, even now, notwithstanding
their expansicn, the wiasatans have not at their dise
posal the hundredth part of the working help always
at the service of the Church at hume, Mr. Stevenson
unhesitatingly des lares that the work already accoms
plished surpasses his expectations.  He says :

“ There ate already {exclushve of any fiuit of the Romish
Misslons), alwwmt fous hundies! dvmand persons ennnectedt
with the Christian Chureh in India, China, and Japan, con.
neeted with it by more or L cegular habits of public worshyp,
‘Thete are, bosides, alout twe hundrel thousand children te.
cebving a Christian eluaaten, o . o o In e well-known and
vesy Digoted town of Western India, with about thiety
thousand of a pojalation, I was assurel that through street.
rrc:lchln;i alone the great ma uxilr af the peaple are famil-
ar with the leading facts inthie life of Chiist. ~ Even while
we wese on ouf juutticy we found accessions of large bodies
uf persons to Chistianity that had thelr engin i a chance
sernon tensd o1 i the reading of a Christian book,  Besides
the profeead Cluisdany, who number four hundred_thou.
sand, ot might be safe to esimate that there are at least a
milliom muore, or 2 million and a half n all, who mote or
less, directly come andat the influcnce  {the missions  Ten
years now may mean the gathenng anto the fold of ten or
twenty timesas many a« the same period would have yield.
ol 2 quarter of a century age.  ‘The total incrcase of this,
last year, alenc in India, is prolably c«}u:\l to the total 1n.
crease returnedd 1y the Aliahalad Conference for the ten
years ending 1571,

For the detals in which Mr. Stevenson powerfully
brings home to our imagination the great and blessed
work now bLeing donc by our noble Christian force in
the East, our readers must be referred to the pages of
*he Address itself  But while he hiolds the progress
of missionary enterprises to be in itself a noble work,
he points out that, placed beside the numbers of the
huge populations which surround it, the results scem
small indeed. “There is only a slight fringe of sta.
tions along the shores and up a few of the rivers of
China and Japan, and a closer fringe along the end-
less miles of Indian coast, and along a2 few of its
interior roads.  There are areas in India larger than
France without a native Christian; and if we take all
the Christians away it would not make one-sixth the
difference caused by the rosses of the single famine of
Iast year.” But then missions arc not, he tells us, to
be judged by their direct results alone, since every
missionary sets in motion currents of influence which
he cannot trace.  In Ching, in Japan, and niest of all
in India, the indirect influence of missions has done
much to revolutionize the whole tone of thought and
social life. Prejudices and bigotry are modified, the
old superstitions are loosened in their hold, and
Christianity is at least respected by numbers of tuen
of intelligence and culture, who bave no thought of
becoming Christians themselves.

But to increase the direct results of missions and to
accelerate the progress of the work of evangehization,
the Church must redouble her efforts and increase her
force, Mr. Stevenson says:

¢ If this noble mission to the heathen is to be worthily
carried on, it will only be when the roots of our sympathy
sink down into principle, Into faith and fove.  Let there be
no gift withdrawn, no look or prmayer withheld from the
great inission at cur doors and the other missions God has
ivenus beyond.  But what Tunust say to-night is this, that
Fhavc carried away a sad impression, an impression of a
multiplied and weary sadness that the mission Is undennan.
ned, Tt isa melancholy story, & story of painful and dis-
heartening details. Brave and loving micn seize their op-
portunitics, and & good work is done ; then one of them falls
a victim to overwork, the place is left vacant, but those that
are Jeft appeal for help and try to stretch their thin ranks
until they meet again.  The work spreads, for God blesses
it, and there is more reed to draw upon the :yminlhy and
Christ-like love of those athome. They appeal for help
ain, and, meanwhile, out of their own substance, (never
:ﬁnmhm) they supply what is wented, Afier long and
anxious waiting the news comes that no help can be sent at
present, that the funds will not allow it, that men are want-
od elsewhete. And then the missionaries that are let, de
nying themselves to the utmost, toiling in iliness as others
might toil in health, secing fthe opportunities reach out on
cvery side and obl 10 pass by '{thadmg})ing
sp:l"i{, and scavcely able to resist the beoum semse of de-
sertion that creepsover them, still Jook toward the

old Church at home. My hirethren, I yousaw 1hat once

{and I have reen it wmany vimes ! 1 was weary at heart

you would do your hest net to let It be ggain. 1 have known
of three new station « that woe fonmet duﬂngl\he furleugh of
a missicnary, anl wlen b cune back G0 be met by this
great joy, hicfirt exclunanion wae, * Where shall 1 finl the
money to sipport them? " ir wae 1 hitter ceyp it must have
taken many a disappointmunt to liave wrung it foma man's
hieart, but It & cry that entersthe ear of the Lond of the
harved while we ait at hone at case.  Nuw, vur own niise
stons are undermanned 3 and 1 auppose we woulld at present
be afiaid tusend men, i even they were ready, bectuse we
may say, \Whore sliall 1t the moncy b sapport them 2
A post or twe bn e provinee and a san of twnat a e, that
i not the way far the Cliurch of Chrtat o wage th gigan.
tic hat holy war.™

Mucly must be left unquoted that it would be a
pleasure to quote from this magnificent address; it
we cannot refrain from piving the concluding para-
sraphs almost entire which will be the more interest-
ing to our readers far the passing and most encouray
ing reference to ayr awn Canadian missions.

' A Lcgend runs, that, atthe civse of this century, the
Gangesis to lose {ts sacred character, which will be trans.
festedd o & diver farther west, amd, as the time comes
ncarct, futh an dhe degend gathuis strength,. 1 1 that
western tiver & whidh in sane dimolay, the legena may be
wimting, the river of the City f Gexd, the sticams of which

ave already made glul the hearts of Christians through
these nineteen centuties, the nver of God's grace that fuwa
from the wross of Chnst, amd e which the mtliens of India
will yet set vut v pilgtdmage tha they may tind the same
Joy?  Isit not westward that Tndia must look 2 And what
response shall we make? It was delightful ts find vur fellow
Presbyterians at almost every punt we visited along the lincs
of the noble anmy of nu sienaties; in Tokio and Yolohamas
reaching i China t « the Asneatin the north, and southward
tv Formnsa and the rryion aboat Cantong to epen theie first
mission church :n Poeking to witness the baptism of the seven-
hundrecth canvert of har misson at swatow; and to be
welcomed by them e Heng Ronge ard Singapore, and
Ceylnn; te notice that the structures of their churches are
pomincat landmarks in the chiefcitfes of India; tostay with
them at Areot {and in that district where there are thousands
of native Chilstiany, the susstonaries are all membiers of one
hanoured family;) to trave! with them through Gujerat and
Kattlawar, tn rejoice with them in Rajpootana; to meet the
young converts in whum the Canadian mission has found ity
first and brillisnt success at Indore; to find them firml
scttled in the centee of India at Allahabad and to sce their
stations as {ag \\K as Lahore; 10 hear of them farther still at
Sealkote and Chumba, and when taken to the highest point
of the spurs of the llimnla?ra at Landour, to be told that it
was the sanitarium of a Presbyterian misston, 1t wasde.
:li,:htful; Yt doer it ant mean that we, here, cannot lag be.

nd ?

1 Appeal after appeal was put in my hands as we d
fiom mission to mt-sion. I fees their burden as I speak from
that land of promise which we hold :n Mautchooria,from all
China, and froni ali India, 1hear the voices of those who
cntreated me to plead with you that you would send them
messengers of Clirist.  There are thuse who were of us who
have died in Chrit «ince our last inceting, and some of
whom have been inhal with this mission since almost it be.

an; and across the grave, and from the empty space that
they have left beside us, 1 can fancy that there comes the
sameappeal.  There is nu motive we can have so noble a
that love to men that draws us into sympathy with the in.
finite love of our blessed Loud; and yet, if you but knew the
slender links that bind the people oly India to our rule, the
Jossibilities of discontent, and in a largic class the certainty
of disaffection, 1f fou couhl seethe broad and 1 fear not nar.
towing, gulfthat divides the European from the native,if you
could feel athow many ‘m'mu the influence and the example
of the missionaty are a healing and softening futee, and that
without a force like this, culture may only intensify dislike,
and the righteousness of a powerful guvermment may not
avert revolty you would recogmaze in Chustian musstons the
power that will keep India great.  Let usnot dcla{; but let
us risc above the cld measure of cur faith, and like those who
have been smitten by a new love, send out the flower of our
men, and gifts that have the stamp of sacrifice upon them,
into the great strugple.

1t is not more than two months since I watched the sun
risc over the Himalayas, and, as the light gathered the
boundless plains of India grew visible, stretching for a hune
dred miles to thesouth, dim and still among the shadows;
but when the sun rose and smote the plains, the shadows
fled away, and all the sounds of life stole up into the air;
and I Jonged as you would have longed, for that day when
Chuist will rise in all His glory over the whole land, when
the shadows of its night and the sleep of death will give
place to the shining of the Sun of Righteousncss and all the
waking of a spiritual life: and then I turned 1o sce the
mountain wall, height upon hﬁ&:n of mighty mountain
ranges, and behind the endless peaks of snow, shining like
some bright pathway out of this world inte another, and 1
felt in the clear glory -f that sun, as if the great ingather-
ing of the heathen peoples was aiready come, and that I
saw

¢ Tenthousand times ten thousand,
In sparkling raiment bright;
The ammics of the ransomed saints
Throng up the steeps of light,
*Tis finis] cdp-—all is finished !
Their fights with death and sin:
Fling open wide the golden gates
And let the victors in.' "
Sr—————

OUR COLLEGE FUNDS.

MR. EDITOR,—1 beg 1o inform your correspondent,
“A.G.O.K.,,” that I have as good authority for speak-



