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IN the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church the report of the comnitteo condemnlng the
lquor traffic licensed by government and providing
for the excommunlcation of such Church members as
deal in spiritous liquors and rent property to tavern-
keepers was, after a heated debate, unanimously
adopted,

AMONG the gratifying rcports which were made at
a recent meetiog of the committeo of the Pan-Preshy-
terian Council, ons which especially evoked fetlings
of pleasurs was to the effect that sevoral Episcopalian
gentlemen had expressed a desire to be permitted to
share in tho hnaour of entertaining the delegatas.
“ Such a spirit,” says the Belfast W/{tness, “is worthy
of all priiss, and sugurs well for the recepticn which
the Council will recelve in Belfast, 2nd for the spirit
in which {ts deliberations will be regarded, not only
by Presbyterians, but among other Protestants.”

THE Uniled Presbyfevias in the following makes a
peint : It bas been sard 1™at the house in which the
Methodist Conferenco met in Philadelphia was badly
ventilated, and that this caused irritation in the minds
of delegates who would otherwise have been calm
and aminble. It was not an unvsual experience.
Want of fresh air often causes bad temper and trucu-
Ient debates, and many a question, no doubt, gets its
final and often improper direction from the delin
quencies of the sexton. Without meaning or know-
iag it, that official frequently gives shape 10 important
church legislation.

LAST week a crima of unusual bratality was perpe-
trated near Blyth, Ont.  Two neighbouring farmers
and their families had for a long time a bitter grudge
sgainst each other They bappened to meet on the
road one morning. Lang punt up hatred found vemt
in bitter recrimination  Words soon led to blows.
An old man named Maynes was koocked down and
terribly maltreated. Before becoming unconscious,
he exclaimed, *that’s eocugh,” but his assailants were
too passionate to be pitiful, their father saying tothem
in reply : ¢ Give him the boots, boys.” At last ke re-
lented, but it was too Jate. Mynes died soon after
§rom the terrible injuries he bad received.

THE CAristicss Intelligencer urges that * Sabbath
desecration is proving to be not profitable, At Coney
Island, where the Lord’s day is utterly disregarded, it
bas bezn d:fficlt to obtain competentand responsible
mee to conduct the hotels, hecauss they do not pay,
or pay so little as to make no adequate retum for the
work and worry expeaded. The restaurants in the
same locality change bands pretty much every scason,
because they, too, 'don’t pay.’ The stock of the rail.
ways leading? to the island has only a nominal price,
because it is earning nothiog, In this city the Sab-
bath opening of the Exhibition of Water Colours was
a disappointment in thz matter of revenue.?

AMONG the many soygestions made from time to
time as to the best methods of dealing with pauperism
that recently offered by thy Rev. D J. Macdongell is
both wiseand opportune.  Mr, Macdonnell asks the
Civic Works committee to rescrve a portion of the
city’s work until the winter months, when it wonld
enable the House of Industry managess to apply the
laboar test to applicants for charity without incurring
unnecessary expense. Theideaisagood one, Tramps
are known to flack to citips where soup kitchens and
easy-going goal regulations prevall in the winter
months. Thoy are equally declded in giving 2 wide
berth to those places that present the very falr pro-
position of work first, pay afterwards, It is likely that
Mr. Macdonneli’s suggestion will bo adopted,

AT tho late menting of the Ualtarian Societyin Bel-
fast, the Rew. H. Rylett, minlster of a congregation
pear that city, and the Parnellite carndidata for the
county of Tyrone at tho last clection, said Unitadans

wauld live in hope. Referting to the Presbyterian
Churib, hiesaid that he failedtosee any indication what-
over that the Church, or any distinguished members
of it, had in any sense lelt the old bearings of the
Westminster Assembly of divines, Unitarians, as
a soclety and a religious body, were, in Ireland, face
to faco with the most dogmatic Calvinism that now
remained, he believed, in the civilized world. This
statement of Mr. Rylett and its truthfulness (wit-
nessed by the applause of the meeting) are gratifyjog
proofs of the theological position of Isish Presby-
terianism.

THE Soudsnese are favoured or afflicted, as events
may prove, with another false prophet. Another ad-
venturer aspires to the title of El Mehdi. Thezs pre-
tenders to prophetic anthority may, by thelr confl ct-
ing claims, hasten a solution of the embarrassing
problem in which England and other nations are at
present so deeply interested. It is said that the lat-
est prophetic pretender has succeeded in securing a
considerable following and is now able to enter the
lists with his more formidable antagonist. In a con-
flict between his forces and these of E! Mehdi near
Darfour, it s stated that thelattar have been defeated.
Late despatches nlso state that several Italian priests
and sisters of mercy bave been put to death, and
others cruelly treated by the falss prophet's followers
at El Obeid.

THE efflorts now being mada in Italy to units the
various cvangelical churches are progressing satis-
factorily. A short time ago the * Assamblea Pro-
motrice ¥ met in Florence, at which the Waldensian,
Free, Methodist, and Baptist Churches were repra-
sented. The meeting took place in the Presbyterian
Church, and the Rev. J. R. Macdougall acted as
president. There was the utmost cordiality of feeling .
among the delegates. It was agreed that a union of
the churches was desirable, and that ander the name
of the ¢ Congresso Evargelico Italiano,” an Assembly
of representatives of the various evangelical churches
shonld he instituted. A few days lster, 2 number of
representative men, among them Alessandro Gavazz,
both of tha Waldenstan and Free Church of Italy met
at Fiesole and considered the possibility of uniting
and forming but ove Church. The union movement
in Italy at present is very promising.

Ay the recent meetiog of the Royal Soclety in
Ottawa, the Rev, Prof, Bryce, of Winnipeg, read “ A
Plea for a2 Canadian Soctety,” ehich was very well re-
ceived, He traced the discovenies made by the earlier
explorers and fur traders, and pointed out that what
was now known of Canada was in agreatmeasuredue
to the fur trade. He gave a list of rare and valuable
books and manascripts on theearly history of Canada,
all of which are very rare, and many of which czn
scarcely ba obtained at any price.  He suggested that
the Society skould undertake the publication in cheap
form of some of these annually, and thus do a wotk
similar to that accomplished by the Haklvyt Society,
tha Camden Club, and other associations. Hepointed
out that if these works werz published as he suggested
under the auspices of the Royal Soclaty, 2 sufficient
number of them would no doubt be disposed of te
make the work of publication self-sustaining. After
some discussion, a committes was appointed to carry
out the spggestion,

AXOTHER ghastly crime has beenadded to the dark
list. Last week, while o pressman was going to his
carly morning labour, ke found 4 man lying on the
side-walk of ons of the Toronto streets in a peol of
blood, Assistance having boen procured, the wratched
victim of 3 brutal tragedy breathed his last withoat.
being able to utter & siogle word that could throw any;
light on the dark mystery. The facts elicited at the
coroner’s inguest revzal that drinkand immorality bad’
brought the uafortunate man- to a sad and untimely*
end.  The dezd was witnessed by a deaf mate from.
the window of his deelling, and though hts cvidence
in several important particulars is incomplete, his ex-
amirztion, by meacs of writing, was o some respects”

slogularly graphic, Several persons suspected of
being implicated {n the crime ate at present in cus.
tody. Whatever mystery may haog over this deed of
darkne-s, one thing is plain enough, had the poor man
beep temperate and virtuous he would not have been
at the place and in the company he was the last night
of his life, The way of the transgressor Is hard and
the end is basder still

CHURCHES holding the principles of Congregation.
alism bave of late years found it necessary to suppli-
ment thelr efforts by instituting associations so that
there might be greater unity of action and that the
general work they undertake may be more effective,
Though contending for the principle of independency
they have discovered that union is strength. Among
our good neighbours, the Baptists, this tendency has
of lato been apparent, Last weekan interestlog meet.
ing of the Baptist Union was held at Brantford, Ques-
tlons of great importance were discussed. An in-
flaential section desired that a doctrinal creed should
be formulated. On this practical question strong
differences of oplolon exist. There is a movement
also for procuring a denominational hymn-book.
Another subject that evoked warm discussion arose
out of the policy to be pursued in the North-West.
Somez hold that the brethren there should obtain the
help they need from the American churches, whils
others maintain that it is the daty of the Churches in
Canzda to aid the work within the Dominion. The
Rev. Dr. Cochrane conveyed to the Union the fra-
ternal courtesies of the Presbyterian Church.

THE lengthy conference of the Methodist Eplscopal
Church at Philadelphia clozed last Wednesday.
Among the many conclusions reached, the following
may be mentjoned : The Committes on the State of
the Church presented a report recemmending that no
divorces be granted except on grourds justified by the
Scriptures, and thot a2 commission be appointed to
confer with the governors of all States to erdeavour
to secure the enactment of uniform laws on the sab-
ject. The first clause was amended, making it the
sense of the Conference that divorces shall not he
gracted but for adultery, and anyone divorced for
such reason, if the guilty party, cannot be married
again by any minister of the Church., A resolution
wa2s also adopted, though a minority report was pre-
sented against it, that neither coloured cffice-bearers,
members, nor Sabbath school children be discrimi-
vated against. A series of resolutions was adopied
denoancing polygamy, and declaring it the sense of
the representatives of Methodism that it Is theduty of
Congress without delay to pass such laws ag will cum.
mazrily depose from political and offizial power in the
territories of the United States those who either prac-
tice or advozate polygamy as a civil or religions
right,

IN a papar by Mr. John Reade on * The Makieg
af Cinada,” read before the Royal Saclety, the follow-
ing passage occurs : The population of the Dominion,
made up of the best blood of Western and Ceotral
Europe, the pick of the Latin, Teutonic, and Celtic
races, has every element necessary to form a great
nation. o physiqueand intellectual powers theaver
age Cavadian is certainly the cgual of the average
Frenchman, Briton, or Gtrman, At present the nx.
tional elements composing the whole are distinct, and
attention to the question of origing at this transition
stage in oc? history will beof advantage for the de-
termination of certain problems hereafter, But thera
mutt come a time when a Canadian will be simply a
Canadian, as an Englishman is an Eoglishman,
whether of Celtic, Saxon, or Norman descent. Al-
ready there are Canadian charasteristics in which
natives of all origins share, Every year that tendeancy
will become more marked, and with it the growth of a
national spirit. Great as has bean our progress as
aliled national communities, it will b2 much greater
when we are all really ons.  Unity is in realivy onr
great desideratum, and it should be ths aim of every
patriotic and publicespirited man to use his infisence
for its attainment.




