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cervices rendered by the streams to agricnlture, commnerce and
haaltl, denmand it The question of inereasing the area of tim-
ber Einds ander direet control of the Government isone worthy
of full diseassion, and opens up the whole subject of the future
of the lumber trude, the gystem of nanagement to beadopted,
truinting of forest oflicials, ¢te. Though the recommendation
of the Commmission = only that the Government shonld take
aver sich lands, in addition to the waters heds, as the halders
have shown by failure to pay the ground rent that they do not
wish to vetain, yot thix practically covers the greater portion of
the white pine lands. 1€ the Government wonld show its faith
in furestry by itg works, and demonstrate by the namagement
af some of the trets upder its contral the practicability as o
business proposition of the adoption of 2 svstem which waonld
give more consideration to the preservation of a future supply
than those now genermlly followed do, it would take a long
step forward towards convineing the public thaic a large govern-
ment control would be the most beneficial and in the end the
meet profitable. It would also give some ground for urging the
Tumbermen to adopt 2 ghailitn system. No government in
Canda hias <o far nitde saflicient effort in toeis direction to give
stebar view of the situation. General experience points to the
conclusion that government ownership gives the best permane
ent resujts, bt the interests of thase now holding timber Iands
should not be averlooked in any policy that is adopted.

The other conelusions relate to hunde under liccase and
recommenid that suitable regalations shonld be enforced to
prevent oo pid or tos close cutting on such lands, and that
license hulders shonld not be allowed to cut any orees for logs
sualler than would measire twelve inehea 2erecs the stamp
two feet from the ground, exeept by special permission from
the Department of Crswn Lands and ander supervision of the
district forest mnger.  In the preliminary report of 1895 the
Commissioners cilled attention to the advantages of allowing
the trees to reach a fair natarity befure entting, @ 1d made the
following comparizon :

* A young tree which would cut only one log cight inches
in diameter and sixteen feet long, measuring sixteen feet boand
measure, would, if allawed to stand for thirty years, grow in
diameter at the mte of oue inch in five years—in some cases
growth ixas mpid as an inch in two years—and henee wonld
givea butt ligg of fourteen inches diameter sixteen feet g, or
one hundred feet of lumber, board measure.  In addition to
this, however, this tree would have grown in height suflicient
togive twa mone liggs, one say of cleven inches and one of
vight inches diameter, both sixteen foet long, and measuring
respectively fortyenine foet amd sixteen feet board measure,
Thusa tree that requines, perhaps, forty years tomake its finst
sixteen fet of merchantable titmber would in thinty years
mans have inereased to one hundred and sixty-four fiel. This
way he considensd the period of greatest relative growth s alter
attaining a diameter sutlicient o make a fonrteen inch butt
Loz, yenr Connissioners estimate that the tnee wonld continue
to g@in at the mte of three and ane-hall per ot per aunum.
£l e Statement of the case shows the neeesity of protect-
ing the young growth of pine in the inferess of the Provinee,
The advantage to the Iaberman in holding his trees till they
have reached the Inger diameter is <6 mens warked becnse
of the greater price per thousand feet cmmatded by Laber
eut frou the langer loges™

The investigations of the Dividon of Forestry ia the
T eitedd States, (0 conneetion with eertain sprtee aneas ja the
Acirombacks, which were placal nnder their manggement, led
them to deride upon a diameter of twelve inchesas the most
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profitable for cutting, and to that extent the conclusion of the
Ontario Commissioners is fortifivd.

The production of sced in profusion also depends on the
trees reaching considermble development—about a dinmeter
of six inches in the pine—andas the pine does not produce
seed every year the reproduction of the crop may be very
seriongly hindered by too carly entting.  The observations of
the Commissionery as to the area of distribution of the seed
from pine trees did not lead toany definite conclugion. It was
found that seed had probably been carried n mile or two from
treesin exposed or elevated situations, while in other cases the
distance was evidently very much less.  The provisgion of the
seed supply should not be averlooked in the cutting of timber,
and this phase of the forestry problem is deserving of very
careful study.

One of the points mentioned in the preliminary report as
under investigation was that of a reimanerative market for the
waste and refuse of lnmber operations, as we!l as for trees not
at present commercinlly valuable, which it might be well to
remove. [t wag thonght that much of this material conld be
utifized in the manufacture of pulp and small wood goods, or
for the production of charoal for smelting ores, ete., but in the
tinal report there is only a hint that the fature may bringabout
such conditions< s to make what is now useless of some value,
so that apparently no satisfactory method of acaling with such
products was found to be feasible at present.  If this refuse
eonld be made of value, pne of the causes which assist in the
propaition of fires wonld be removed.

We symin submit to the members of the Canadian Forestry
Association the question as to how far they are prepared to
advocate the adoption for the Provinee of Ontario or for the
athier Pravinees of the Donunion, of the principles laid down
by the Oatario Fonestry Commission.  An old Malagasy
proverh say=, *One tree dovs not make a forest, but the
thoughts of many make a govermment,”” or, we may add, an
Association.  We will be glad to have the opinions of any of
the members on the question raised by this weport,

*
Forestry in British Columbia.

At the meeting of the British Columbia Forestry Ascocia-
tion an the T3h of Mugast iast 2 paper war read by Mr. I L.
Snderson, Deputy Minister of Agricnlture fur Victoria, a por-
tion of which is as follows :—

*The question of the proper concervation of the forest
wealth of a country hag long since cupmged the attention of the
ulder govermuents in Europe.  with the consequence that the
forests of thase eotintries are now cagaging the paternal solici-
tuleaof the governmentsand, instead of diminishing, are actually
iz many instances inereasing. The wasteful policy pursued
in the Eastern States of Amerda and in our own country is
new it wade apparent, and frantic cfforts are being made
to reeover lost ground. We in British Columbia have been
acrustomed to loak upon our forestsas practically inexhaustible,
and every effort has been put forth to destroy them, ta get vid
of the timber at any price soas tomake mom for other purpases,
agriculture andso an,  Now, however laudable it is for the
strugpling settler, and Ty emphatically he should be assisted
i every way possible, toclear his land, the means employed
shuuld be such as not to endanger the neighboring forest. The
I thugh the arency of fire every year is beyond ealeulation,
and whilst the provisions of the Bush Fire Act. are good as far
as they gro, they do nut go far enough and, like these of many
other Acty, the ditliculties of enforcing thiem are so great that




